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Injury inspires 
vendor to help 
others' lives
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CGNTRALCITY

BY SARAH HANSELL
STAFF WRITER

T t ’s n o t always easy  to  stay  positive w hen 
A you don’t  have a bed  to  sleep  in, a roof 
over your head, or a job to support you. 
Evan, however, doesn’t  seem  to have 
trouble keeping a sm ile on  his face 
th roughout th e  sh o rt tim e I s a t down to 
chat with. him.

“I know people o u t th e re  who got it  a lot 
w orse than  I do,” he  says.

T h is  hum bleness characterizes Evan’s 
relaxed, easygoing personality, which has |  
s tuck  w ith him  th rough  his relocation from 
Brooklyn to  his new  adopted family in 
Portland w h en  h e  w as 12 years old; th rough  
a head-on collision in high school from

Ending homelessness and 
achieving self-sufficiency -

now roasting and distributing _ 
craft coffee.,
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Kristina Wright | Real Estate Agent 
Bellmoore Realty 

503/4795764
' Kristina^PorriandHomeGalxom 
*Uk^ on Facebook <  Portland Home Gal

•  a knowledgeable marketer
*  with a designer’s eye
•  a professional photographer
*  arri a responsi agert
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Evan Elston

which h e  suffered a m assive concussion and 
e ndured  a blood transfusion; and th rough  
living in a  frien d ’s  van today.

Evan grew  up in a b ig  family, now having 
e ig h t's is te rs  and  five b ro th e rs  sp read  across 
th e  U.S.

E ver since h e  w as a k id watching 
“Em ergency!” on television, he  w anted  t o .  
he lp  people  — a desire  expanded by th e  car 
c rash  h e  experienced  as a teenager.

“I always say to  m yself th a t before I die I 
hope I get to  save som ebody’s life,” h e  says.

In high school he worked’with' Yamhill

be a m edic in th e  army, b u t w as unable to 
because of p la tes left in h is legs from  th e  
su rgery  a fte r h is collision. H e even took 
som e param edic training. Now, he  
partic ipa tes in blood drives and hopes to  
possibly w ork w ith  th e  Red C ross doing 
d isas te r re lief in th e  future.

“I ’ve b e en  helped, so I’m  lucky to. b e  
here , so I w an t to  re tu rn  th e  favor,” he  said.

Evan’s b een  w ithou t a hoirie since h e  lost 
his last s teady  job, b u t he  found S tree t 
R oots in April.

“A t least it’s som ething ,” h e  said. “I’m

P H O T O  BY COLE M ER K EL

doing som ething  at least, and people 
appreciate  it.”

W orking  .a t S tr e e t  R oo ts  h a s  g iven  .EtafflJL 
sm all s o u rc e  .of s te a d y  in co m e. h e ’s m a d e
m oney every day since he  s tarted , he  said.

Having w orked  various jobs, he  knows 
th a t w ork doesn’t  usually ju s t fall in to  y o u r . 
lap. He’s w orked a t m any places, such  as a t 
F red  M eyer, C hevrolet and in crowd 
m anagem ent services. He w as recently  
h ired  to  w ork th e  food and beverage station, 
a t Cirque du Soleil, which ju s t cam e to 
P ortland on M arch 27.

“Like som ebody says, don’t  you w ant to  
do som ething  w ith your life ? And I say, yes, 
b u t you know,di ta k e s  tim e,” h e  said. “I t ' 
doesn’t  happen  so quickly.”

W hatever he  does, Evan advises o th e r 
people in sim ilar situations no t to  give up, 
w h ic h  m a k e s  h i m t h i n k o f  a. quote byjMiltoji . 
B e r le  a b o u t  o p p o r tu n i ty  k n o c k in g .

“Som ebody says, ‘well, w hat if i t  doesn’t  
. knock?’ M ilton B erle said, ‘If opportunity  
doesn’t  knock, build  a door,”’ h e  said.
“T h a t’s pretty  cool. Like anybody would say 
to  m e, don’t  give up .”

Evan hopes to  move inside as soon as h e  
gets a steady incom e, w ith th e  help  of JOIN 
and his optim ism  to  keep going.

“I wake up  every day so th a t’s good. I 
thank  God fo r th a t,” h e  said. “I t’ll w ork o u t”.

You can say hello to  Evan a t his sales site 
in fron t of th e  Zupan’s on S ou theast 33rd. 
Avenue and B elm o n t

ors are regular contributors to Street Roots' content, as columnists, poets a n d  artists. 
Look fo r  your favorite vendor's writings in  each edition o f  the paper

VENDOR WORK ADS

Bicycle delivery by Farmer Shaun 
Smallpackages $2/mile 
Large packages $5/mile 
Extreme feats and impossible tasks on 
a case-by-case basis. Bicycle detailing 
$25/bike. 971-222-9938.
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