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Every night two thousand or
moré people sleep outside in
M ultnomah Coontu About a th ird of Shelterless 

have been aftfccted 
by domestic violence.

Social justice 
mavericks featured 
in new comics series

STAFF REPORTS

K
now Your City, a Portland nonprofit that celebrates
Portland’s history and culture, has created a new box set of 
mini-comics about local heroes.

“Comics for Change! Illustrated Stories from Oregon’s Front
Lines, features stories of 10 men and women who challenge 
stereotypes to make Portland a leader in social justice. T he 
organization is hosting a release party 5:30 p.m., Dec. 12 at Darcell 
XV Showplace. Writers and artists from the series will present a 
brief slideshow about the project, while original artwork made for 
the comic series will be on display for one night only.

The works cover both history and current events, notably so 
with the comic that focuses on Ibrahim Mubarak and the saga of 
Right 2 Dream Too, which he helped establish. The homeless way- 
station is coming close to resolving negotiations with the city on a 
new location. The piece is written by Anne Marie DiStefano and 
illustrated by Jesse Reklaw.

The series also features Genny Nelson, co-founder of Sisters of 
the Road Café which has served meals to people on the streets for 
more than 30 years. The piece is written by Christen McCurdy and 
illustrated by Natalie Sept. Sisters served meals, but under 
Nelson’s leadership it became an organizing agent for people 
experiencing homelessness and poverty.

Cheryl Johnson, an environmental activist involved in stopping 
the LNG pipeline from coming into the area, and Paul Knauls, the 
“unofficial mayor of Portland,” are also featured, along with LGBTQ 
advocate Kathleen Saadat. Also celebrated are environmental 
activist Alex Brown, immigrant and refugee advocate Polo Catalani, 
Walter Cole a.k.a Darcelle, Portland Copwatch’s Dan Handelman, 
and Chief Wilbur Slockish.

B Y  A N N E  M A R IE  D IS T E F A N O  A N D  JESSE R E K L A W

Above, four panels from the comic about Right 2  Dream Too, a community o f men and women experiencing 
homelessness working to fin d  a permanent location for its rest area. The comic is part o f the Comics for Change! series 
by Know Your City. Top left, an illustration o f Genny Nelson, the subject o f one o f the comics being released this month.

Learn more about Street Roots 
at streetroots.org

THE MAGIC IS IN THE HOLE!
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SUPPORTING STREET 
ROOTS SINCE 2 0 0 3

Working in partnership with providers, 

community health centers and social service 

agencies to serve people on the Oregon 

Health Plan, Health Share is building a more 

accessible and coordinated care system 

throughout the Tri County area.

503-416-8090 I www.healthshareoregon.org
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... to the 
health care you 
know and trust.

Together we are

health

Health Share of Oregon

streetroots.org
http://www.healthshareoregon.org

