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A compilation of tacts, large and 
small, about our community

•  Number of hospitals that are part of 
the CareOregon Health Plan Provider 
Network: 51

•  Percentage of members of 
CareOregon Health Plan that are 19 
and younger: 59%

•  Percentage of members of 
CareOregon Health Plan that do not 
speak English as their first language: 
26%

•  Number of playgrounds that are part 
of Portland Parks and Recreation: 129

•  Number of Community Gardens that 
are part of Portland Parks and 
Recreation: 48

•  Miles of regional trails that are part of 
Portland Parks and Recreation: 155

•  Annual volunteer hours for Portland 
Parks and Recreation: 475,324

•  Number of basketball courts in 
Portland Parks and Recreation’s care: 
229

•  Total tonnage of cargo moved in and 
out of Port of Portland for September: 
755,680

•  Total PDX Flight Operations for 
September: 17,730

•  Number of veterans in Oregon who 
receive SNAP benefits: more than 
37,000

•  Pounds of food the Oregon Food 
Bank Network received from July 1, 
2012, to June 30, 2013: 86.3 million

Sources: CareOregon; Portland Parks and Recreation 2013 
Performance Report; Port o f Portland Aviation and  
M arine Statistics; Oregon Food B ank

New voices, new stations 
converge on rare FM 
license offering

BY DEVAN SCHWARTZ
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

N
ew low-power FM  sta tions will soon 
becom e p a rt of P o rtland ’s m edia 
landscape, rep re sen tin g  a d ifferent 
se t of voices from  com m ercial and public 

radio.
Am ong th e  applicants are  studen t-run  

radio sta tions from  P ortland  S ta te  
U niversity  and R eed College. T he  Portland  
Radio P ro ject, w hich recen tly  launched 
online, now seek s its own low-power FM  
license as well.

T he  range of low-power FM  tran sm itte rs  
vary  based  on te rra in  and w attage bu t 
average abou t a 3.5 m ile rad ius in cities.

A ra re  application w indow w as opened  by 
th e  F ederal C om m unication C om m ission as 
a re su lt of th e  2009 Local C om m unity Radio 
Act. T h e  w indow w as originally se t to  close 
Oct. 29 and th e n  ex tended  until Nov. 14 due 
to th e  governm en t shutdow n.

Radio e x p erts  explained to  S tre e t Roots 
th a t low pow er FM  sta tions d idn’t  even exist 
in th e  U nited  S ta te s  until 1999. B etw een 
th e n  and now, th e  FCC h a sn ’t  offered any 
opp o rtu n ities  to  apply for low-power FM  
licenses in u rban  areas.

“I t  ap p ea rs  b roadcast rad io  still has legs 
and peop le  a re  still in te re s te d ,” said M ichael 
Brown of Portland-based Brown Radio 
Serv ices, a radio  consulting  company.

A handful of local applicants are  
consulting  w ith  Brown Radio S erv ices and 
about 30 nationally.

“We’re working with groups that intend 
to  have a studio, lo ts of vo lu n teers  and lots 
of com m unity  involvem ent,” Brown said.

Portland  Radio P ro jec t’s new s d irec to r 
R ebecca W ebb says com m unity  involvem ent 
is a large p a r t  of why th ey  are  pursu ing  a 
low pow er FM  license  — w h e th e r  th a t’s 
locally p roduced  new s, m usic program m ing  
o r inform ation abou t Portland  non-profit 
organizations.

Webb, a radio  ve te ran , says decades of 
m edia consolidation has led  to  airw aves 
dom inated  by com m ercial s ta tions and 
au tom ated  program m ing. So w hen  th e  FCC 
announced  th e  ex tended  filing window, she 
says they  decided  to  jum p aboard.

“W ith all th e  publicity of th e  low pow er 
FM  window, we decided  it would be a good 
idea if we could get in on th is  window,”
W ebb said. “I t’s o u r goal to  ac t as a 
com m unity  hub. T he  m edia landscape is so 
frac tu red  rig h t now and it will be in te resting  
to  see  how th ings shake ou t.”

Currently, th e  P ortland  Radio P ro jec t 
ren ts  studio space a t M ountain  Air Studios 
in th e  Brooklyn neighborhood and will seek  
an existing FM  tran sm itte r  if its application 
is accepted.

T he  firs t wave of low pow er FM  licenses 
will be g ran ted  in January, according to Julia 
W ierski of th e  P ro m eth eu s Radio P ro ject, a 
Philadelphia-based non-profit com m unity 
m edia advocacy group.

B ut W ierski said com petitive m arke ts like 
P ortland  w on’t  know th e  resu lts  of th e ir

applications for 
considerably  
longer.

“N othing’s 
ever th a t 
concrete  w ith th e  
FCC until they  
give an official 
announcem en t,” 
th e  developm ent 
and
com m unications 
d irec to r for 
P ro m e th eu s  added.

On th e  cost of runn ing  
a low-power FM  station ,
W ierski said it can be  done 
fairly inexpensively, w ith ongoing 
costs ranging from  $20,000 to 
$50,000 p e r  year.

In  a m arke t as large as Portland , M ichael 
Brown said $100,000 p e r  year is a 
reasonable  fundraising goal for s ta tions 
seek ing  to  pay a t leas t one full-time staff 
m em ber.

B esides th e  money, Brown added  th a t 
organizing so m any vo lun teers can be 
difficult.

“You need  people  who are  ded icated  — 
and th a t’s th e  g re a te s t challenge. A radio 
s ta tion  is like a baby th a t  n eed s to  be  fed 
every  two hours, 24 h o u rs  a day. I t’s an 
ongoing thing, i t ’s th e  effo rt th a t never 
s leep s .”

Lo^-power FM licenses offered in urban  
areas such as Portland means more groups 
com peting  for few er frequencies. T he  
com petitiveness has also led som e g roups 
to keep  th e ir  plans u n d e r w raps until th e  
application w indow is closed.

In o rd e r to rew ard  applicants w ith 
genuine com m unity  ties, P ro m e th eu s  staff 
advocated for th e  FCC to  adop t a po in t 
system  for applications, w hich it did.

For exam ple, a two-year estab lished  
com m unity  p resen ce  gives an additional 
point. T h e  sam e goes for s ta tions offering 
e igh t h ou rs of tru ly  local co n ten t p e r  day. 
A no ther po in t goes to publicly accessible 
studios staffed 20 h ou rs a w eek o r m ore.

D escrib ing  th e  im portance  of low-power 
FM , W ierski said we often  forget th a t no t 
everyone has access to  high-speed In te rn e t, 
and te rre s tr ia l radio  s ta tions still play an 
im p o rtan t ro le in com m unity  organizing.

P ro m e th eu s  w orked w ith W oodburn- 
based  KPCN on its 2006 launch.

T he  sta tion  calls itself “Radio 
M ovim iento” (M ovem ent Radio) and se rv es 
as a com m unity hub th rough  Spanish- 
language broadcasts for Latino lis ten ers  
w ith in  a 10-mile rad ius, including a strong  
concen tra tion  of farm w orkers.

B ut low-power FM  can amplify th e  voices 
of w hichever g roups a re  involved — from  
ru ra l labo rers to college studen ts .

T he sta tion  a t Portland  S ta te  U niversity  
is online only, a lthough it previously 
b roadcast th rough  a sta tion-share  w ith 
KPBS a t B enson  Polytechnic High School.

W hen 
th e  sta tion  
disaffiliated from  
P ortland  Public 
Schools 2010, th e  
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith 
th e  university  
ended, according 
to  K eegan M eyer, 
s ta tion  m anager at 
KPSU.

Even in its online- 
only format, Meyer 
estim ates  KPSU 
offers 12 h o u rs  of 
live p rogram m ing  p e r  
day.

“W e’re  ded icated  to 
amplifying th e  voice of 
PSU  s tu d en ts  b u t are  
also ded icated  to 
in teg ra ting  in to  th e  
g re a te r  P o rtland  a rea ,”
M eyer said. “Radio is a 
very  in te res tin g  
m edium  b ecau se  it can 
amplify any th o u g h ts  o r 
ideas peop le  h a v e -  
th rough  m usic 
program m ing , lec tu res, 
d eb a tes  and  talk  show s, 
c u rre n t even ts — th e  
w indow s of oppo rtun ity  
are  kind of en d less  in o u r 
opin ion .”

A bout 20 p e rc e n t of th e  s ta tio n ’s 
DJs a re  com m unity  m em b ers  and th e  
re s t  s tu d en ts , M eyer said. If th e  FCC g ran ts  
th e ir  application, th e  plan is to  e re c t a 
tra n sm itte r  on th e  roof of O ndine Hall.

I t ’s tru e  th a t  th e  P o rtland  radio  m arke t 
already has m any com m ercial s ta tions, 
along w ith  O regon Public B roadcasting  and 
com m unity-run KBOO.

B ut if you scan  your rad io  dial in th e  
com ing m on ths, you ju s t  m ay h e a r  
som eth ing  new  rid ing  th e  airw aves.

Kristina W right | Real Estate Agent
Bellmoore Realty 

503/479.5764 
Kristina@PortlandHomeGal.com 

"Like" on Facebook @ Portland Home Gal

The new Chinook Book is here!
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•  a ktxwtedgeabte matketer
•  with a designers eye
•  aprofesonaiphotografha-
•  and a response agent 
A ll wrapped into one
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Featuring poetry from our Art Partner, Street Roots

Vendors are regular 
contributors to Street Root: 

content, as columnists, 
poets and artists. 

Look for your favorite 
vendor’s writings in each 

edition of 
the paper.
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