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The trash- 
master 
him self chats 
up the
season before 
his one-man 
Christmas 
show in 
Portland

BY SUE ZALOKAR
STAFF W R IT E R

W
h a tev er you know abou t John  W aters, w hat 
you m ight no t ex p ec t is th a t  he  is one of 
th e  funn iest people  to  have a conversation  
w ith. H e is open, honest, com passionate  and full of 

e ffe rvescen t en thusiasm  and curiosity  tow ard 
understand ing  th e  hum an condition.

H e w as bo rn  in and con tinues to  m ain tain  a 
res idence  in B altim ore, M d. -  th e  se tting  for m ost 
all of his films. As a teenager, W aters began 
m aking 8-mm underg round  m ovies. W aters m ade 
his firs t film, an 8-mm sho rt, “Hag in a Black 
L ea th e r  Jacke t” in 1964. O ver th e  cou rse  of th e  
nex t decade, he  would re lease  a handful of 
underg round  film s th a t would culm inate in 1972 in 
th e  creation  of w hat would arguably becom e th e  
m ost “n o to rio u s” film in th e  A m erican 
in d ep en d en t cinem a, “P ink F lam ingos.” In th e  late 
'80s, W aters b u rs t into Hollywood, w ith  h is first 
box office success, “H airspray.”

H e tau g h t in th e  p rison  system  for m any years, 
he  has w ritten  half a dozen books (w ith a new  book

John Waters stars in A John Waters Christmas, 
Dec. 6, at the Aladdin Theater in Portland. His new 
book, “Carsick” will be published in June 2014.

com ing o u t in Ju n e  2014), he  has ac ted  in and 
d irec ted  num erous films, and he  has b een  traveling 
w ith  his spoken w ord perfo rm ances for decades. 
W aters will bring  h is C hristm as show  to  th e  
Aladdin T h e a te r  on Dec. 6 . 1 asked  him  w hat 
P o rtlan d e r’s can expect.

J o h n  W a te r s :  Hopefully they  can expec t a very  
p repared , well ed ited  kind of self-help group on 
how you can get th rough  C hristm as — if you love it, 
if you h a te  it, if you dread  it o r  if you are  offended 
by it politically, religiously.

S u e  Z a lo k a r : With no shortage of dirty Santa 
comments, I ’m guessing.

J W .:  If you are  sitting  th e re  d ressed  as Santa

Claus, looking a t yourself in th e  m irro r and m aking 
ou t w ith yourself, th is  show  is for you. I have a way 
for every  kind of p e rso n  (to enjoy my C hristm as 
show). If they  th ink  S an ta’s erotic, if they  th ink  th e  
elves are  tw inks, if they  th ink  they  w an t to  d ress 
up as Jo seph  and join a living nativity scene  (which 
I ’m  very  against). I talk  about every th ing  
C hristm as: m usic, fashion, everything!

S.Z .: What are your objections to a living nativity 
scene?

J.W .: I find th em  very  scary. I look a t them  
beyond a D iane A rbus photo. And I always think, 
well firs t of all, w hat p a ren t would allow th e ir  child 
to  be  baby Jesu s w here  th e re  are  probably p e rv e rts  
d ressed  up. And th en  th e re  are  live m ules in th e re  
th a t kick, and straw  w ith people  holding candles. 
D idn’t  you ever see  th e  movie “Susan S lade” w here 
Connie S tevens’ baby ca tches on fire and Troy 
D onahue pu ts it out?

B ut I go look a t living nativities. I ’m  obsessed  by
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