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with a weary acceptance.

Brady’s book begins in 2010, when the
subject of legalization is first breached in
SoHum communities. It ends with the
legalization of pot in Washington and
Colorado. The four narratives don’t
intertwine but instead run parallel to one
another, each illustrating a distinct aspect of
SoHum culture.

The first chapter, devoted to Mare, begins
with a community meeting in Redway, Calif.,

illegal product they grew made things all the
more lucrative: Black market prices drive up
the value of a product.

Crockett Randall, another one of the
narrative’s main characters, opposes
legalization for that exact reason. Although
not from the Emerald Triangle, he has a
long history with marijuana. His mother
sold it when he was young to make ends
meet. He started selling out of a trailer at
age 17, and in his 20s he journeyed to
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aims to make a life for herself outside of
Humboldt, her brother’s imprisonment for
murder pulls her back into SoHum. Emma’s
brother Mike ran a successful growing
operation. When he allegedly shoots and
kills several illegal immigrants working for
him, he goes to prison.

Emma appears on SoHum’s community
radio station to discuss the findings of a
research project she completed at Berkeley.

march toward legalization in their state has
begun.

Brady’s “opus dopus” is succinctly
written and provides a vivid snapshot of a
unique American community. She certainly
does her subjects justice: Their lives and

values are presented compassionately and
without judgment.
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