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I f  marijuana has a smoking chance of becoming legal in Oregon, Roy K au fm ann  is the m an to see it through
BY JAKE THOMAS

STAFF W R IT E R

I
t ’s going to  happen . M arijuana’s legalization is 
inevitable.

B u t inevitable does n o t have a tim e line, as 
O regon vo ters d em o n stra ted  in 2012 w hen  they  
tu rn ed  down M easure  80, a ballo t initiative th a t 
would have legalized w eed. In  th e  sam e election, 
vo ters  in Colorado and W ashington m ade h isto ry  
by approving m easu res  th a t  ended  prohibition on 
m arijuana.

B ut 2014 will be different. So says Roy 
K aufm ann. A one-tim e spo k esp erso n  for P ortland  
M ayor Sam  Adam s, K aufm ann is cu rren tly  a vice 
p res id en t a t H ubbell C om m unications, an advocacy 
firm  th a t is working on a legalization cam paign in 
O regon on behalf of th e  N ational Cannabis 
Coalition.

For K aufm ann, th e  question  of legalization is no t 
a m a tte r  of if, b u t w hen, and, ju s t as im portantly, 
how. H e says th a t th is  new  cam paign w on’t  rep e a t 
th e  m istake of 2012 and will draw  on lessons from  
m arijuana-legalization efforts in Colorado and 
W ashington, as well as a sm all South  A m erican 
coun try  th a t could soon be ahead  of m uch of th e  
U.S. on th e  issue.

A lthough language for th e  new  ballot initiative is 
being finalized, K aufm ann is bullish on its 
p rospects . H e says th a t th e  last legislative session  
in O regon w as a “m ilestone session  for th e  
cannabis advocacy com m unity,” w ith legislation

passing  th a t will add post-traum atic  s tre ss  d iso rder 
to  th e  list of m aladies trea tab le  w ith  m edicinal pot, 
provide b e tte r  regulation  of d ispensaries and 
refo rm  sen tenc ing  for d rug  offenses. E ven though  
law m akers stopped  sh o rt of full legalization, 
K aufm ann th inks th a t vo ters  will ge t ahead  of th e ir  
e lec ted  leaders in th e  nex t election.

“W hat th e  polls show  is th a t m ore th an  80 
p e rc e n t of O regonians said th ey  saw  m arijuana 
legalization and regulation  as inevitable,” says 
K aufm ann. “I th ink  w hat w e’re  seeing  is th a t th e re  
is a sm art, rational fram e w ork th a t  is being 
proposed , and th ey  w an t to  h e a r  th e  a rgum en ts for 
why it’s being  p roposed .”

J a k e  T h om as: Seeing the national shift in  
attitudes and laws on m arijuana legalization and  
what happened in Colorado and Washington, what 
are the lessons fo r  getting it legalized in  Oregon?

Roy K aufm ann : I th in k  overall th a t th e  
W ashington and C olorado initiatives w ere  
successful because  th ey  dem o n stra ted  th a t th e re  
w as bo th  a com pelling case  for why prohibition 
n eed ed  to  end  and why it had  failed in every  
possible way. T hey  also m ade th e  a rg u m en t for no t 
only why, th ey  m ade th e  a rg u m en t for how.

And I th in k  th a t’s w here  th e  M easu re  80 
cam paign in O regon didn’t  benefit from  som e of 
th e  advantages th a t Colorado and W ashington had. 
A t th e  end  of th e  day, people  w an t to  know th a t

th e re  is going to  be a logical regu la to ry  fram ew ork 
th a t is w orkable, even as people a re  very  m uch 
feeling ou t w hat th e  b e s t approach is. So th e  
substance  of th e  actual ballot initiative is ju s t as 
im p o rtan t as th e  overall argum ent. In  Oregon, 
anecdotally, I spoke to  a lo t of vo ters  a fte r th e  
e lection  w ho w ere clearly on board  w ith 
legalization b u t d idn’t  su p p o rt M easure  80 because  
th ey  felt th a t th e  substance  of th e  initiative w asn’t  
som eth ing  th ey  could support. So th a t’s w hat w e’re  
going to  c o rrec t th is  tim e around  and be successful 
n ex t year.

J.T.: What was wrong with Measure 80? Was it 
bad framework or was it sold badly?

R.K.: T hose  two a re  n o t m utually exclusive. I t’s 
really  hard  to get public su p p o rt o r financial 
su p p o rt w h e th e r it’s in O regon o r outside if it 
d o esn ’t  have a voice in c reating  th e  fram ew ork. 
M easu re  80 w as d rafted  w ith  s takeho lders in 
O regon, b u t w ithou t a lo t of inpu t from  
organizations around  th e  coun try  th a t have been  
working on th is  issue  for a long tim e.

I th ink  th e  o th e r  p iece w as leg itim ate criticism  
of som e of th e  e lem en ts  of th e  proposal. For 
exam ple, unlim ited  personal possession  and 
cultivation are  ju s t a little beyond w here  th e  vo ters 
are  on th e  issue. T h e  average v o te r’s thinking is
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