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sweet
home
Street Roots vendors Don 
and Cynthia get a place 
to call their own

BY ASHLEY KORONKO
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

I
t  w as cold and w indy w hen I pulled up to 
m ee t C ynthia and D on n e a r w hat was 
soon to  be th e ir  new  ap a rtm e n t a t S tark  
F irs. T hey  flag m e in, spo tting  m e from  two 

blocks away, Don waving and C ynthia ready 
w ith  h e r  w arm  sm ile.

We trek  down to th e  m anagem en t office 
as th ey  tell m e abou t th e ir  journey. B oth 
C ynthia and Don s ta r te d  w orking for S tree t 
R oots back in 2011.

C urren tly  paying for a m otel to keep  out 
of th e  late  w in ter w eather, Don and Cynthia 
walk and talk  w ith excitem en t abou t having 
a place to  call th e ir  own. T he  help  of m any 
organizations working collaboratively has 
m ade it possible for Cynthia and Don to 
m ove indoors.

I tuck my camera under my jacket to 
keep  ou t th e  sm a tte rin g  of icy rain  and pull 
my coat close against th e  gusts of w ind th a t 
is so infam ous in S o u th eas t Portland. 
C ynthia and Don don’t  seem  to notice th e  
cold w eather.

We arrive  and C ynthia is bouncing up and 
down w ith  anticipation as we w ait for th e  
p ro p e rty  m anager to unlock th e  fron t door 
to  th e ir  ap artm en t. Don and Cynthia walk in 
to  ex p erien ce  th e ir  new  hom e for th e  first 
tim e.

“I t  sm ells so clean!” C ynthia rem arks 
upon  en te ring .

“I t ’s so big!” Don exclaim s.

Above, Don-and Cynthia with the keys to their new apartment. Below, they sign the paperwork that gets them inside.

A fter paying $225 every  five days for a 
m otel room , Cynthia and Don s ta r t  opening 
every  cupboard, c loset and draw er as they  
begin to realize th a t they  now have a place 
to call th e ir  own.

I ask th em  how they  are  feeling a t th is 
po in t and a look of joy and g ra titude  s ta r ts  
to sh ine in th e ir  eyes and crack in th e ir  
voices, som etim es talking over each o ther, 
as they  begin to tell m e how m any people 
they wish to thank.

“Thanks to Rick and Moe and everyone
a t S tark  F irs .”

“We w ant to give a special thanks to,
Cole M erkel and (the  housing agency) JOIN 
for all of th e ir  su p p o rt w ith th e  deposit and 
re n t.”

If anyone d esires  to w ish th em  well o r 
give th em  a hug o r a high five on th e ir  
accom plishm ent don’t be shy, Don w orks in 
fron t of th e  W hole Foods in N orthw est 
Pearl d istric t and Cynthia sells a t Pearl 
Bakery.

LOOKING FOR AN 
AFFORDABLE PLACE TO RENT?

Your online housing search just got easier.
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P H O T O S  BY A S H LE Y  K O R O N K O

Canning jars & 
equipment, 

cookware, kitchen 
tools & appliances

Organic cotton 
sheets, towels,

& blankets 
Food dryers 

Juicers
Books on meat-free 
cooking, gardening 

& sustainability

Thousands of listings • Free service 
ncludes special needs housing 

Call 2-1-1 or 503-802-8562
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EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

Dignity
Poverty

Natural Kitchen 
<$2 Home
2106 SE Division
503-231-5175
m iradorcom m unitystorexom  
M on-Sat 10-6 • Sun 11-5


