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By George

Confessions of -a recovering sinner
The kind you would not want over for dinner

All that I have done or said, lays in the past 
dead
Who will judge me? My fellow man?
Who bequeathed you this power, a holy 
writ old and dear?

For now I beg no forgiveness, for that 
would be selfish
No I carry not the Burden of Shame, but
rather love
Peace and Tranquility

“Art thou Buddha?” My friends would quip, 
A ready answer on my lip 
“Who is Buddha, and who am I? Merely a 
man to live and die!”

The mystery of the ages is revealed,
Our fates certainly sealed
To survive and bear young, this I have
done
I go happily to my reward, a Nothingness I 
seek
Both worn and meek
For at least I have found
Six feet below the ground
My Nirvana

Fiscal cliff? Try
homelessness.
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Classic 
service from  
a long time 
vendor

BY ANN-DERRICK GAILLOT
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

On any given day at the Red and Black 
Café, an anarchist, worker-owned vegan 
restaurant at the corner of Southeast 12th 

Avenue and Oak Street, you can find people 
from all walks of life enjoying good food and 
a laid back atmosphere.

You’ll also find Street Roots vendor Tee
Mills, a tall, tan, bearded man who looks out 
calmly from behind his bifocal glasses and 
speaks softly with a charming Southern lilt. 
Tee knows all of the employees by name
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Tee Mills

and they have all gotten to know him over 
the past few years that Tee has been selling 
Street Roots there. Tee finds the Cafe’s 
overall mission of social justice and workers’ 
rights fits in well with his own personal 
beliefs in human equality, compassion and 
acceptance.

“I could make a lot more money 
elsewhere, but I prefer doing it right here, a 
choice factor,” Tee says.

Despite Tee’s comforting, Southern- 
tinged accent, he was actually born and 
raised in Northeast Portland near the 
Mississippi/Fremont neighborhoods. Half 
Irish  and half S h o sh o h efh e  has w itnessed  
Portland’s vast demographic and cultural 
changes over the past decades.

“Back in the neighborhood where I grew 
up,” he says, “everybody took care of 
everybody. It was a different culture. It’s 
nice that it’s revitalized the neighborhood, 
but it also took something away from the 
neighborhood ... So I don’t really much care 
for that.”

Tee has also had the opportunity to 
watch Street Roots grow and change over 
the years, having been involved with the 
paper since its humble beginnings back 
when it was called Burnside Cadillac. “It’s 
something I believe in so I just keep on 
doing it,” says Tee.

A green beret veteran of the Vietnam War

Street Roots strives for accuracy, but we're 
human. So we also strive to correct errors in our 
oaper whenever possible. Please report any errors 
:o our managing editor, Joanne Zuhl, at 503-228- 
5657, or write to joanne@streetroots.org.

VENDOR WORK ADS

Work Wanted
Dog walker; House cleaner; Care giver.
Dog lover who is honest, sober and 
reliable. Rate: Private treaty. Eileen V. 
(message) 503-228-5657

Need a worker? Can do almost anything, 
light or heavy. References supplied. $10 an 
hour. Ask for Cassidy Morse, 503-228- 
5657 (SR office), or 503-875-6504 (cell).

Vendors are regular contributors to Street Roots content, as columnists, poets and artists. 
Look for your favorite vendor's writings in each edition o f the paper.

and former prizefighter from 1975 to 1985, 
Tee sold the paper whenever he had the 
opportunity to return home for a visit. 
These days, Tee sells the paper a few days 
each week outside of both the Red and 
Black Café and Sweet Pea Bakery just 
around the block. As a result, he knows 
almost all of the employees who work at all 
of Ihe shops on that block. In his off time, 
he is kept busy up with five grandchildren. 
He also enjoys participating in the many 
lectures and workshops on social justice 
hosted at Red and Black Café.

“Here at Red and Black, they have some 
special events that are designed to make 
people aware, and I go to them just so I am 
aware of all the issues,” Tee says. “I don’t 
necessarily believe in every issue but I am 
aware of what they are, which gives me a 
chance to go to the library to check up on 
these issues and see just how valid their 
statements are.”

Tee takes a genial approach to selling 
Street Roots, greeting passersby and 
discussing the various issues in the paper. 
Every new paper day, Tee leaves his post
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early so he can read the latest issue and be 
able to talk about it later with customers. 
Like many Street Roots vendors, Tee sees 
his job as an opportunity to connect with 
other Portlanders from whom he would 
normally be isolated. However, one thing 
that does set Tee apart from other vendors 
is that he hand delivers papers to those 
loyal custom ers w h o 're q u e s tit .  I t  is through 
this vintage service that Tee keeps alive the 
spirit of community and togetherness that 
he remembers so fondly from his youth.

As the weather gets warmer Tee looks 
forward to spending more time outside, 
both selling Street Roots and relaxing in the 
nearby park. He will also be celebrating his 
65th birthday July 5. “Enjoy the summer,” 
he says, “because winter always comes 
back.” He also advises Street Roots readers 
to “be good to each other.” So if you are 
ever looking for some good conversation on 
current events or tales of the Portland that 
once was, go visit Tee at the Red and Black 
Café. He’ll be sure to encourage you to try 
the food.

mailto:joanne@streetroots.org
http://www.newseasonsmarket.com

