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Barbara Ann Lescher
Barbara Ann Lescher, aka “The Sock 

Lady” died January 27, 2013. She was 
well known in Old Town and China 
Town as the director of Our Peaceful 
Place, a day shelter that closed in 2006. 
Since then, she has often been seen 
walking downtown handing out 
necessities to the homeless, especially 
socks. She was a friend of Street Roots.

She is survived by daughter Anna 
Fife, son-in-law Nate Fife, and two 
grandsons. For more infomation go to 
www.rememberingbarb.webs.com. 
Memorial service will be March 16, 
l-3pm, at Crossroads Church Portland, 
2505 NE 102 Ave., Portland.

Portlander 
likes her 
vantage to a 
changing city

BY ANN-DERRICK GAILLOT
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

I
f ever you walk past the OnPoint bank at 
Northeast Ninth Avenue and Broadway, 
you may notice a grinning woman set 
apart from the crowd by her sizeable, fluffy, 

blond mullet. That woman’s name is Sherri 
Banning and she has been wearing her hair 
in a mullet for over 20 years. “I’ve always 
had a mullet, so that’s how people know me 
by,” she says.

Akin to a sort of headdress, Sherri’s hair 
lends her a regal air while her smiling eyes
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and soft voice betray her kind and gentle 
nature. It is this sense of calm surrounding 
her, along with her happy greetings and well 
wishes, that draw the minds of passerby off 
their daily worries and to-dos long enough 
to reciprocate the greeting and perhaps buy 
a paper.

Born and raised in Portland, Sherri, 
Roosevelt High School Class of 1985, has 
watched the city change over the years.
“I’ve seen Portland grow, big time,” she 
says. In fact, Portland’s growing 
multiculturalism is part of what makes 
selling Street Roots so enjoyable for Sherri. 
“I like the cultural, the different 
nationalities and just to talk to everybody. 
So, yeah, I like it. It’s a lot of fun. You meet 
a lot of people.”

However, of all the people she meets, 
Sherri is most fond of the children to whom 
she gives stickers if their parents say they 
behaved well in the bank. Having six 
children and seven grandchildren of her 
own, Sherri knows how to hit it off with 
kids. “It’s fun when you get the grandkids. 
You get to spoil them and send them back

CORRECTIONS

Answers to puzzles on page 15

Street Roots strives for accuracy, but we're 
human. So we also strive to correct errors in our 
oaper whenever possible. Please report any errors 
:o our managing editor, Joanne Zuhl, at 503-228- 
5657, or write to joanne@streetroots.org.

In the March 1 edition of Street Roots, the last 
name of John Averill was misspelled. Also, the photo 
of Mr. Averill on Page 5 was uncredited. It was taken 
by Sue Zalokar.
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Work Wanted
Dog walker; House cleaner; Care giver. 
Dog lover who is honest, sober and 
reliable. Rate: Private treaty. Eileen V. 
(message) 503-228-5657
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home full of sugar,” she says. Indeed, 
Sherri’s smile is biggest when talking about 
her family. “I love my kids,” she adds. “I’d 
do anything for them.”

Today, Sherri lives in a house close to her 
selling spot, where she and her son with 
special needs have been living since 2004. 
She proudly points out that, after many 
years of struggling with financial instability 
and evictions, she now pays her rent early 
every month. This stability is the result of a 
long, difficult journey from shelter to shelter 
over many years, after which Sherri 
eventually was able to move out of the 
shelter systems.

Along with her own tenacity and 
determination, she points to organizations 
such as Transition Projects and Ready-to- 
Rent, a rental housing education program, 
as what finally helped her escape a cycle of 
evictions and homelessness. “If people don’t 
think they can do it, go to Ready-to-Rent.
Get yourself a second chance,” Sherri

insists. “That’s what it was for me.”
This past December Sherri became a 

Street Roots vendor in order to help pay for 
her family’s basic living needs.

Now, Sherri takes life day-by -day, working 
selling Street Roots a few days a week while 
other days taking care of her home, her son, 
and her cat Taz, in addition to coping with 
her own medical problems. She looks 
forward to the coming sunny months when 
it will be easier for her to enjoy spending 
time outside. And, like a true Portland 
native, Sherri follows Blazers games 
religiously. Some of her favorite players are 
Damian Lillard, Wesley Matthews and Eric 
Maynor. So next time you want the latest 
issue of Street Roots plus a recap of last 
night’s game, visit Sherri in Northeast. You 
will know her by her signature, blond mullet 
and her genuine interest in how you are 
doing today.
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We Are The Safety Net!
Find out more about saving Portland housing and human services at 

www.wearethesafetynet.org
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