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The Woman in the Pink Knitted Cap

By Tricia Knoll

She spent five arctic nights

in a woman'’s shelter, but creatures sniffling

on cranky cots, overloaded
her, a male guard at the gate.

With the warm blow-in of southern rains,
she moved to a nook in her one dry place.

She’s a wrung-out sponge, blotting up damp

in sweatshirts, tights, stretch pants,
one too-small jacket and the church-lady-knitted cap.
Relentless hours of hard rain erode

her gut-starch and her cross is choking tight.

One palm on the handle of her cart

keeps her from flowing.
Her fingerless glove swipes

a dripping nostril. Her tongue plugs

emptiness where a fist blew out a canine tooth.

Keep body and soul pasted together,

each wanders like her gray kitten.
She refuses to look at street kids’
brindled pit bulls.

What she cannot see will not bite.

She whispers to good people she once knew

and argues with the bad.

When sleep knocks her down, her night hag tiptoes

in, reigning hostess in a teetering house.
Both seldom know where the bathroom is,

never stare out windows and fear
that every shaky roof must fall.

She hears hag stories of lost sisters.

Now and then they trade clothes.

When morning comes, night hag hovers
behind her left shoulder, a burden-crushing fog
hangover of buzzing street light nights.

She hums and No One, day stalker,
always hears.

The Harvest of Halloween
By Dennis Kennith Rollins

The deeper the heart,

The easier it is to fall apart.

In vein, it will always be the same.

Two titles given, means another one shared.

If you were to share another day fair,
The way is found

The entrance is open

For the passage is dear as time is near.

Two hearts open,

The way is clear.

Time for the occasion

Deep is the setting, clear to the view.

Time for harvest; time to scare.
Halloween is coming

Do beware

Giving, sharing, time indeed

Mummy, clowns, wolves, indeed

Time at hand, two words go on, indeed
Happy Halloween for you and me.

By Kara Dimitruk
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Answers on page 6

Sudoku

The objective of Sudoku is to fill in all the blank squares with the
correct numbers, from 1 to 9. Every row, column and square must
include all digits, 1 through 9, in any order.

Office Cat Rooty sends a big
thank you to the groovy
organizations and
businesses who donated
their time and wares for our
online auction! Together, we
build a great community!




