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Measuring up

Street Roots weighs in on relevant local and state measures before voters this year. All conclusions were reached by a concensus of Street

Roots staff, volunteers and vendors, with consideration on how the laws will affect people experiencing poverty

are umversally accessible to the pubhc
regardless of income, stature or
resources. But such an asset does not
come without the community’s
investment.

This measure will also replace the
patchwork levy process that exists now.
It will dedicate funding for this valuable
resource, freeing up other dollars for
social services for families experiencing
homelessness and poverty.

ﬂoated n the sprtng was
too much and too haphazard to galvanize
real support from the community at
large. This proposal brings it more down
to size, with public involvement and a
more equal distribution of assistance for
long-neglected facilities. Education is so
~critical for the wellbeing of future
Portlanders, and we hold a responsibility
to getting all students on an level course
toward success.

cogmtlve processing and smlply our 301e
de vie — are well documented. For $35
per person, we can fund not only public
school programs but also programs
generating community involvement
among people who are social and
economically marginalized.

There are caveats, to be sure, and the
administration of this new tax has to
ensure that it does not become a burden
to the very people it is intended to help.

'the rest of us — benefxts are based on

the actual final year of pay. And it shifts
payments for injuries incurred during
probationary periods to the Oregon
workers compensation program. We
want our firefighters and police taken
care of in the event of a disability, and
this measure lets us continue to do the
right thing without expensive
loopholes.

accrue unreahzed capltal that is never
taxed unless it is sold. Taxes are the
responsibility of every citizen of means
to support the local and national
wellbeing, including feeding the hungry
and educating our children. We can’t
afford to write in yet another loophole
for the wealthy to skirt that
responsibility.

| pubhé proéess to both keep it that Way

regresswe model for extracting tax
dollars from middle- and low-income
Oregonians. This is a service no one is
clamoring for, so it is being sold as a
jobs package with a bonus pay-off for
the state. In exchange, we get low-wage
service sector positions and millions of
dollars siphoned out of Oregon’s
economy. Oh, and a constitution that
now says we're OK with that, so
everybody join in!

Oregon has its share of gambling
facilities, and we have a practical
system in place to keep this vice under
some measure of control. We cannot
afford to expand this poor man’s taxing
industry further in our state.

'wﬁl do just that 1t's far from a panacea
on the nonsense of our war on drugs.
But it is a starting point that can draw
out new ideas on the matter of
managing a long-distorted crop that has
potential in many markets.

”_broken far beyond one or two s:mple

and reserve the right to consider our
options for the future.

Likewise, real estate transfer fees
are not the taxation boogie men they
have been made out to be. They can be
constructed to provide relief to first-
time homebuyers, lower-priced homes
and long-term homeowners. And they
can be directed to support real
community needs, right here in
Oregon, in ways that benefits all
residents.

This measure isn’t something
Oregon wants or needs.

repairs. This measure is hopefully the
first of many to begin working on fixing
that system — something that the
leadership in Salem has be unable or
unwilling to do.

Street Roots supports the passage of
Measure 85, not because we think it
will fix the broken tax system and result
in proper funding for education. We
support the passage of this measure as
a first step in tackling a seriously
broken tax system. It is our hope that
with the passage of Measure 85 many
more steps will be taken to ensure that
education, social services and other
things that we count on the state to
provide are properly funded.




