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Nathan Roper

S
t re e t  R oots is sad to  re p o r t  th a t one 
of o u r vendors, N athan  Roper, passed  
away T hursday, June  29. N athan  died 
a t a P ortland  hosp ital a fte r suffering a 

h e a r t  a ttack . H e w as 52 years old.
N athan  w as a long-time a rtis t and poe t 

w ho lived on th e  s tre e ts  and had  a hard  
life. H e sold th e  new spaper for th e  past 
two years a t several locations, bu t m ostly  a t 
N orthw est 21st Avenue and Lovejoy S treet.

In  a re c e n t S tre e t R oots vendor profile, 
R oper said, “I always had  an a r tis t’s sou l.”

Several of h is w orks w ere  published  in 
S tre e t Roots.

“N athan  w as a g ifted a rtis t, a ta len ted  
w rite r  and  a friend  to  m any,” says V endor 
C oord inato r Cole M erkel. “A kind and 
gen tle  soul, N a than ’s ability to  overcom e 
adversity  in life w hile keeping  a positive 
a ttitude  w as inspiring, and  certa in ly  will be 
rem em b ered  by m e for years to  com e. H e 
w as an incredible m em b er of th e  S tre e t 
R oots family and he  will be  sorely  m issed  
by all of u s.”

T L e T a ft H o m e

Where senior and disabled adults 
receive the care and respect they deserve.

Call us fo r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n

(503)223-2144
1337 S.W. Washington, Portland, OR 97205

www.tafthome.org
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A Starr 
shines at 
Fifth and 
Main

BY COLE MERKEL
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

T
he  Sou thw est F ifth Avenue bus mall 
pu lsa tes w ith u rban  life: MAX tra ins 
head  sou th  tow ard th e ir  turn-around 
a t P ortland  S tate , police and fire sirens 

b lare as em ergency  calls a re  answ ered  in 
th e  downtown core, buses bu rn  biodiesel 
and professionals in ties file in and ou t of 
th e  local and federal office buildings. H ere, 
a t th e  in te rsec tio n  of Fifth and M ain, 
outside S ea ttle ’s B est Coffee, William

VENDOR PB o r i t i
William Starr

S ta r r ’s face has becom e alm ost as fam iliar 
to  passe rsb y  as th e  com passionate  gaze 
from  th e  s ta tu e  of Portlandia, who w atches 
over h is turf.

William has b een  a S tre e t Roots vendor 
since 2007, and while he  has w orked a t 
several d ifferen t tu rf  locations over th e  p ast 
few years, including a few S tarbucks 
locations, th is  spo t has always b een  his 
favorite. “T his is m y business and self- 
em ploym ent,” h e  says. “I sm ile on and keep  
smiling. I keep happy because I know it’s 
essen tia l to  keep  m y b usiness ru n n ing .”

An e n tre p re n e u r  a t h ea rt, William gets 
caugh t in a conundrum  a few m inu tes into 
o u r interview . “W ant to  m ake a few bucks?” 
a local businessm an  William knows asks. 
William looks a t m e, I tell h im  it’s fine to 
leave, and he  follows th e  m an down th e  
s tree t. Five m inu tes later, h e  em erg es from  
a parking garage pushing  a food c a r t  and 
he lps th e  m an se t it up.

“D am m it, Jim ,” William says w hen  he  gets 
back b rea th le ss  from  th e  w orkout. H e u ses
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Celebrating the 
40th Anniversary of 

Hooper Detox & Sobering

Monday, Sept 10th 
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Left Bank Annex 
101 N. Weidler

Commemorative coins to
the first 400 people!

www. centrcrlcity concer n . or g 
503-294-1681

CORRECTIONS
Street Roots strives for accuracy, but 

we're human. So we also strive to correct 
errors in our paper whenever possible. 
Please report any errors to our managing 
editor, Joanne Zuhl, at 503-228-5657, or 
write to joanne@streetroots.org

■

P H O TO  BY COLE M ER KEL

th e  S ta r T rek  line as his pe rsonal m antra. 
“S ta r T rek  broke th e  ice for every th ing ,” 
William says. “F la t sc reen  TVs, flip phones, 
B luetoo th  com m unication .” H e adm its h e ’s 
a big fan of th e  show  b u t he  w on’t  go so far 
as to  call h im self a T rekkie.

A fter several s tin ts  of hom elessness , 
William is now in stable, long-term housing 
downtown. H e is now seek ing  a long-term  
su b stan ce  tre a tm e n t p rogram . In th e  p ast 
18 m on ths, since h e  m ost recen tly  go t 
inside, h e  has really  begun  to  tu rn  his life 
around. “I co n tribu te  th a t to m yself and 
keep ing  m yself healthy ,” William says.

O utside of th is  dow ntow n location, 
William also sells a t th e  Saturday  M arket on 
w eekends, w here  m o st of his cu sto m ers are  
m arke t vendors. H e has built a strong  
enough  re la tionsh ip  w ith  o th e r  vendors th a t

VENDOR WORK ADS

Dependable, mature person interested in 
assisting ethical and safe person(s) with 
house sitting, pet care, plant care, yard 
work, laundry, organizational projects, etc. 
Please call 503-228-5657 and leave your 
contact information, preferably a name and 
email address. References available upon 
request.

several t ru s t  him  to  w atch  th e ir  boo ths 
while th ey  take  a b reak  o r go to th e  bank to 
exchange money.

“I talk  to  people  and they  talk  to  m e. I 
sm ile a lo t and th ey  s ta r t  to  get to know  m e 
really  well. Som eone even recen tly  gave m e 
a coffee card  for a free  cup of coffee over 
h e re .” H e h as developed a large group of 
regu lar cu stsom ers, m ostly  from  th e  
co u rth o u se  and City Hall.

William, like th e  vendor program  
altogether, em bodies th e  “hand up, no t a 
hand  o u t” philosophy beh ind  S tre e t R oots - 
and P ortland  in general. B u t th a t  ideal 
seldom  com es in to  vision m ore  clearly than  
a t th e  c o rn e r  of F ifth  and  M ain, w hen 
W illiams is selling th e  paper, and Portlandia, 
anchored  by h e r  tow ering  trid en t, reaches 
ou t to offer a hand to all who care to accept it.

Vendor Wish List
Donations keep Street Roots and our vendors 
working by keeping our operating costs low.
■ Paper cups ■ TriMet bus
■ Hygiene items tickets/passes
■ Towels ■ Printer paper
■ First-aid supplies ■ Shaving razors

http://www.tafthome.org
mailto:joanne@streetroots.org

