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A collection of views from people on the streets

Day of Homelessness
Awareness

ith leaders, local politicians and

Fdividua]s walked on the morning of
November 15 from St. Andre Bessette

Roman Catholic Parish to First Unitarian
Church in order to bring awareness to
homelessness across three demographics:
adults, youth and children. Street Roots asked
those present: why is the Day of
Homelessness Awareness important to our
community?

“I am homeless because this is the best for
me now... When you see something that's
difficult to deal with, your first reaction is to
turn away from it so that it doesn’t stink up
your thoughts... We're walking right here,
right now and that's keeping in step with
what's going on. That's reality.”

“] think it's very important that we learn
the reasons why people are homeless and not
continue to blame people for their
homelessness or their mental illness or their
poverty in general. I think that's one of the
most important things for our society to
realize that our own poverty is also very
present, that all of us have some sort of need
or another, some kind of longing or desire and
we're all human. And to break down those
“barriers and to cover the labels that we want
to put on one another. This is literally one
step toward a rediscovery of who people are.”
. — Father Ron Raab,

St. Andre Bessette Roman Catholic Parish

“Hopefully, it will help us not just be aware
but take some action in either donating goods

“I do think that the city is trying to do a lot.
There is a lot more that can be done. I don't
know if it's up to government to do that. I
think it's up to individuals: churches, interest
groups, all kinds of people to do many of the
things that need to be done yet. I don't know
that we can rely on
government to just
do everything for
us.”

— Ken Comfort

“The first step is
awareness. We are
participating in the
first step to actually
doing something. It
brings everyone
together in the
community and
that's always good.”

—Thomas Reed

“Because of the
fact that
homelessness exists
here and we have to
do everything we
can to help people.
The only way to do
that is to let people
know what is going
on. People are very
busy in their lives and we need to have
something to get people’s attention. Events

like this help.”
— 76lda Langdale

“It's important because — especially right
now when we see increasing numbers of
people experiencing homelessness — that we
remember and are aware that they are in our
midst and that there's something we can do to
help solve their homelessness... One of the
things that I'm going to do in the short term is
to advocate for no budget cuts to programs for
people who are experiencing homelessness.”

Make It All Go Away

By Nathan Roper

If I have to I'll pay

Make all my pain disappear
Take with it all my fear

It’s time to fly with the angels tonight
I know it’s not right

It hurts too much not to fight

Not tonight...

So I'm gonna ride with the angels

Fly so high only they can catch me

So high up only they can see me
Don’t ever want to come back to earth
This is my destiny from birth

Just want to fly one more time
Only fools would make this a crime

It's been years since I took flight
Yes, tonight is the night

I feel the angels swooping low
The city has an angelic glow

As twilight becomes midnight
It's time to take flight
So, I bid you good night.

Office Cat Rooty thanks all
the folks who have made
donations to our vendors to
help keep them warm and dry

or coats or blankets or money or volunteering — Deborah Kafoury thi .
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