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CURBSIDE

A collection of views from people on the streets

That someone special
in our lives

I ate last month the global population

surpassed 7 billion people. Living in

an era where climate change, war
and terrorism create an unpredictable
future, our interdependence becomes even
more imperative. As the Arab Spring and
Occupy movements have shown this year,
we cannot create change alone, but
together we are one.

With this solidarity of interdependence
in mind, Street Roots asked individuals
living in or close to homelessness: who is
the most important person (living or
passed) in your life and why?

“My mother, because she was my best
friend and I could talk to her about
anything and she didn’t judge me for

| Ve

“Greedily, myself... If I didn’t take care
of myself then I wouldn’t be able to help
other people.” -

. .

“Jesus Christ. He watches out over me.”
o _ — Dave

“My sister, Kitty because she’s my
sister. I've known her forever.”
— Bl

- “My grandmother, who was born in 1887
and when she was young she knew people
who had served in the Union army and
voted for Lincoln. When I was 3 little too

_ That's all that's left.”

a huge reader and she subscribed to a
dozen magazines.”
— John Brown

“My best friend Tammy. She’s done an
awful lot for me. We have a
really good relationship.
Some people hit it off
pretty well and I'm not
very good at hitting it
off with most people
and she has done an
awful lot for me and
1 do stuff for her
too, you know. It's
not quite an equal
exchange, but we do
the best that we
can.”

— Corwin

“I have a brother and sister.

— Johnny 8. Bad

“My son Brian, that’s easy. He just

turned 23 last summer. We're rehashing.

I'm getting along better with his mother,

- his mother and I divorced almost 20 years

ago, so the fact that he’s 23 now, we're
working out the kinks. He's in Michigan,
I'm out here in Oregon... He's like looking
at a carbon copy of me from all those years
ago in Michigan and he’s doing pretty
good, really. These days, anybody getting
by, doing OK in this economy is my hero,
not just my kid.”

- Bob

“Well, he's gone now, but my grand-
father because he was my role model and

_my hero. taught me what was right and

what was wrong and always told me that no

 matter: If you're right, you're right; if

you're wrong, you're wrong. Also, he didn’t
take &S.fﬁwm--aﬁnybody. Grandpa was

The disease of the cold heart
Darryl S. Stinsky

The disease of the cold heart

I'm frostbitten from the ice inside my soul

The warmth of love is agony when it

Brushes against my heart as [ start to thaw

I sink into it like a bubble bath after a hard day
But I fear for my soul in the end

As it is the unknown mystery of the world

To me: It’s the swampland of the living

I'm the undead that stalks those that have a heart
For my creator didn’t have one to spare

My frost is like a disease it’s contagious and deadly always
In the end the bubble bath of love

Grows cold cold cold freezes over

Ice spreading, thickening till I've made another
Heart grow cold and the disease of the cold heart
Spreads to another unsuspecting victim

Darryl is a 28 year old, death-row inmate in Georgia

Explode

By Jason Wolf

Scream, cry, ['m going to do it all

I'm going to grab a brick and throw it through a wall
I'm going to get real angry and clench my fist

Don’t ask me what’s wrong, I'll write you a list
Whatever you do just stay out of my way

You can’t make it better, today is not that day

I'm going to act like a jerk because I just don't care
Look away from me, you better not stare

Give me something, anything to break

Where is a vampire when you need one cause I have a stake
I'm a tornado with no intended path

If vou happen to cross me you will feel my wrath
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Office Cat Rooty sends big
thanks to volunteer Liz Fosteer
Jor her help on our special
projects and manning the front
desk. Liz and all the front desk
Jolks keep this place purring
along! Thank you!
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