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ACLU asks police 
to hand over phone 
location data

BY ROSETTE ROYALE 
CO NTRIBU TIN G  W RITER

F  |  \h e se  days, anyone with an Android 
or iPhone can find a neighborhood

-A- pizza joint by tapping on a handheld 
touch screen. But what if police could find 
someone just as easily, simply by tapping 
into a person’s phone records?

Law enforcement’s use of phone records 
has come under greater scrutiny recently, 
thanks, in part, to one of media mogul 
Rupert Murdoch’s newspapers, Britain’s 
The News of the World. Thq now shuttered 
paper generated its own headlines with a 
phone-hacking scandal in which British 
police were allegedly involved.

Closer to home, such possibilities 
concern the American Civil Liberties 
Union. On Aug. 3, the organization sent 
public records requests to 379 law 
enforcement agencies nationwide to 
determine how those agencies track people 
using cell-phone location data.

The ACLU of Oregon has sent requests 
to the Portland Policé Bureau and the 
Oregon State Police.

In Washington, those requests, initiated 
by ACLU-WA, landed in four police 
department offices: Bellevue, Tacoma, 
Yakima and Spokane.

The ACLU seeks a vast amount of 
information from the nation’s law 
enforcement agencies, including:,;

■ Practices, procedures and policies 
enforcement agencies employ to obtain 
phone-location data

—__l| Legal, standards (such as “probable 
a£encies u se 'to  obtain records

■ Ways location records are used to 
identify “communities of interest”

■ Format (whether hard copy or online) 
in which such information is kept

■ Statistics on hpw the agencies use 
location records, including the number of 
requests for which no court order was 
obtained

The same technology that allows cell, 
phones to locate a coffee shop -  whether 
through GPS positioning or the phone’s 
ability to determine its proximity to nearby 
cell towers -  can be used to locate that 
phone and, hence, its user. Location data 
obtained from a phone, thé ACLU warns, 
make it easy for law enforcement to know a 
person’s whereabouts and what a person is ' 
doing at any given location.

Lost and Found
By Shannon Andrews

So far
So real
Let it happen 
It will come to you 
Relaxand see the stars 
Tomorrow will be there 
Remember life is here 
Evérything falls into place 
Just as you cause it 
Mind your scruples 
And know you can make it 
With the best intentions 
You can make it 
Be happy you are alive 
And destiny will find you

Getting to know 
people, in a  
small town way

BY COLE MERKEL 
CO NTRIBU TIN G  WRITER

R
honda Radowski prefers the small­
town familiarity and smiling faces of 
S t Johns and Sauvie Island to the 
hustle and bustle of downtown Portland. 

That’s in part because it reminds her of 
where she grew up. Radowski’s parents 
were cattle farmers in Glasgow, Montana, a 
state where she lived for many years of her 
life. “Because I came from a small town, it’s 
easy to get to know people,” says Rhonda. 
“Three people even now say ‘hi’ to me - 
because they know my name,” Radowski 
says, laughing. She enjoys that type of small 
town community because growing up, she 
knew everyone from birth — and their 
brothers, sisters, aunts and uncles.
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Rhonda Radowski

After two years in Houston, Rhonda is 
back in Portland and has been selling Street 
Roots for the past month. The industry of 
Montana, she says has radically changed, 
making it nearly impossible to have a family 
farm. She left the state when her.youngést 
of two daughters turned eighteen and has 
since spent time in every state west of the 
Mississippi trying to get a foothold for 
herself, “ft was a Catch-22 wherever you 
went,” she says. As a single-income earner 
she could barely make enough money to pay 
her rent; sometimes she would have to 
choose betw een re n t and food.

Phoenix was a particularly difficult city to 
live in, Radowski recalls. The city, she says, 
has “radically changed their homeless 
system,” to thé point of heavy policé 
monitoring. “You had to stay in that two 
block radius,” she says, referring to the area 
around Phoenix’s welfare office, “Unless you
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had a job interview or a doctor’s 
appointment, and you had to have a note to 
get off the property. If the cops got you 
without that note or a good reason, they 
could get you for vagrancy.”

She avoided the police in Phoenix, but 
still had to. leave the city. “I did get a job and 
I was living in a hotel,” she says, “but 
unfortunately I could never save up to get 
into a place. So it was kind of a circle there 
— a bad circle.” J

Rhonda has returned to Portland with her 
boyfriend Wayne partly because the city is 
so hospitable ahd compassionate. And she 
loves the people in Portland. “In other 
cities,” she says, “they’ll run by, they’ll say 
things, they’ll spit at you, they’ll throw 
things at you. Here they’re so polite, they’ll 
wave you across the street all the time.”

VENDOR WORK ADS
Crystal:' Kaplan, Pierson, McGrawHill, 
Murdock online "learning"? Multi-billion- 
dollar industry. Sliding-scale, after-school 
tutoring from an unemployed public school 
teacher? Priceless. Call Crystal at 503-821 - 
7473.

Cassidy Morse: Looking for work. Will do 
most anything, light and heavy. $10 an

good, local, food

ALBERTA 
COOPERATIVE 
GROCERY

1500 NE Alberta St.
Portland, OR 97211 
503.287.4333
wwvy.al be rtag r oce ry. coop 
open to everyone 9-10 daily

Rhonda and Wayne have the mutual 
dream to one day move to Texas and start 
their own ranch. “We want to go back to our 
country roots,” she says. “But I need to get 
him a little bit more realistic that we’re both 
getting older and there are limitations on 
what we can do.”

For now though, they are both content in 
Portland, and Rhonda is hoping that with 
their combined incomes they can get into 

.housing. “I’m looking for a job and a place 
to live,” Rhonda wants her customers to 
know. She says she is much happier living in 
Portland than any other city she’s been to.

Rhonda Radowski can be found selling 
Street Roots Monday through Friday at the 
St. John’s Starbucks on Philadelphia and 
Lombard streets, and Saturdays at the St. 
John’sFarmers Market.

; hour, four-hour minimum. References 
supplied. Please call 503-224-5398 or Street 
Roots at 503-228-5657.

Laura Owens: Available for domestic-type 
work, cleaning, dog walking, etc. Please 
call Steet Roots, 503-228-5657 and leave a 
message for Laura regarding work ad.
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