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" much more money the Housing Alliance is

asking for the EHA, It is waiting for
upcoming revenue forecast, showing how
much money the state expects to have for
general fund expenditures. Those figures
are scheduled to be released in late January.

“We can't expect the Legislature to fund
it at the level the federal government did,”
says Ryan Fisher, the cochair of
Community Action Coalition of Oregon, a
consortium of community action agencies.
“If we can protect the Emergency Housing
Account and restore the allotment cuts it
weathered, that would go a long way to
helping families who need it.”

f at least one of Janet Bryd’s dreams

could come true, Oregon would spend
approximately $20 million dollars in each
budget on affordable housing.

Bryd knows she will have to dream on, at
least for a little while. But Oregon’s
increasingly unstable and unpredictable
revenue, and the subsequent budgets the
Legislature is then able to make, call into -
question whether there ought to be more
sources of dedicated revenue, in addition to
the document recording fee, that would be
used exclusively for affordable housing.

Dedicated sources of revenue could come
from a particular “sin tax,” such as on
cigarettes, or beer, or even lattes, or by
passing a statewide or local levy or bond,
which would increase property taxes.

Portland has been considering a local
bond or levy to be used exclusively for
affordable housing for the past two years.

“It is a hard time to look at bonds or
levies,” McLennan says. “Polling is not
looking good for most topics right now.”

That more or less leaves the Legislature
to raise taxes as a means of generating
revenue. But with the Legislature evenly
split along party lines, it is unlikely that any
new taxes will be created, especially given
that the recession continues.

“I would be at a loss about where we
might turn next for a dedicated revenue
source,” Bryd says. “Anything you can think
of has already been tapped in one way or
another.”

McLennan, Byrd and others think the
Legislature will have to raise taxes. They
would not say what taxes need to be
created, or which ought to be raised. But
they see it as the only way to stop programs
from being cut so deeply that they will not
be able to function. McLennan thinks that
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Oregonians would understand the need for
more taxes.

“I would hope that (the Legislature)
would trust that the community is willing to
pay taxes and make investments for things
that are important, well run, efficient, and
effective,” McLennan says. “If they
approach this session of the Legislature
saying ‘no new taxes,’ | think that's a
mistake. People are willing to pay, they just
need to feel confident that it's being well
done.”

Bryd agrees, and thinks it is absolutely
necessary to not only examine the current
tax structure and tax exemptions, but to
create new ones.

“The state, as it's currently moving
forward, doesn’t have enough money,” Bryd
says. “My fear is that the solutions
advanced won't address the underlying
structural issues, but will come at the
expense of people who are already hurting.”

The first major round of lobbying housing
advocates will make is scheduled for
February 14. It is not a coincidence it is on
Valentine's Day—the advocates call the one-
day lobbying camping “Have a Heart.”
Housing advocates will gather in a rally at
the state Capitol, and then meet individually
with as many legislators as possible to
discuss the Housing Opportunity Agenda.

Fisher is helping organize the “Have a
Heart” event, and expects at least 100
advocates, housing providers, and others
involved with affordable housing to be in
Salem on February 14.

Affordable housing advocates are
optimistic that the majority of their agenda
items will pass through the Legislature.
Many items are non-partisan, sources say,
and others don’t require any increase in

~ funding.

“I think the Legislature will be eager to
do anything positive that doesn't involve
spending money,” Bryd says. “It's up to us
to make a case.”

Many housing providers and advocates
fervently believe that a lack of affordable
housing for low-income people, and
increased destabilizing circumstances, will
greatly effect how people are able to meet
their other needs — such as finding a job,
taking care of their children, and paying
their bills.

“If Oregonians don't have a place to call
home, then they can’t address the other
challenges that are coming their way. I
think our job is to make sure that we get

_that message out to legislators,” Fisher

says.
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