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Document recording fee clears
Oregon House, heads to Senate
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Peanut butter recall puts strain
on local food pantry shelves
Oregon Food Bank, which distributes food to
more than 340 shelters and soup kitchens statewide
pulled 225,000 pounds of food from its shelves,
gaving fall in supplies for individuals
and families in need of food. The tter had
to be removed after an FDA recall of p
that may be contaminated with Salmi
The recall comes as the need f
reaches unprecedented he
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assistance
e second half of

2008, requests to Oregon Food Bank for emergency

food boxes increased 15 percent over the 53

penod in 2007. In some counties
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. *The peanut product recall is putting adartional
strain on the OFB Network at a time when we are
experiencing record levels of demand for emergency
food,* said in a statement released by the

tion. The food bank estimates it will require

1 1 million pounds of food per month to

ke of the recall, thefood bank is seexing
other forms of protein, such as canned
li or tuna, and monetary support. More
nformation is available at www.oregon

WL
foodbank.org

Measure would curtail naﬁona[
guard service without declaration

With 3,500 Oregon National Guard soldies set t0
ship out to Iraq and Afghanistan in July, peace
activists hope a new piece of state legisiation wil
help them prevent the deployment. Supporters of
House Bill 2556, introduced by Portland Rep. Chip
Shields. urge Gov. Ted Kulongoski to buck the federal
deployment order and keep the troops at home

HB 2556 would limit the National Guard's service
to within Oregon unless the U.S. Congress has
authorized a declaration of war. Those against the
deployment say Congress' 2002 authorization of
force is no longer valid, because the immediate goais
of the war in Iraq have been achieved

Under the U.S. Constitution, governors contro
their states’ national uards, except in wartime when
the president assumes authority. The bill autnor IEE
the state’s attomey general to argue the legality 0
the president’s current contro

Kulongoski's office, however, says the govermor
will not be able to override a federal deployment
order
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Report

committee tasked with reviewing
compl
that w

nts of police bias has found

hile most cases were handled
fairly, some were cause for concern.

Groups such as the now-disbanded Racial
Profiling Committee have investigated
possible police bias since 2006, but they
have focused on the police department’s
own data on stops and arrests. Instead,
members of the Bias-based Policing
Workgroup looked at discrimination
complaints that citizens filed themselves.
They reviewed 36 of the 104 complaints the
IPR received between July 2005 and June
2007 and issued a report Feb 18.

The workgroup found that three-quarters
of discrimination allegations involved race
or ethnicity. Many of the people who filed
complaints thought officers’ behavior was
not just biased, but rude or insensitive: The
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report notes a case in which “an officer
report

alled a complainant ‘stupid’
although the reviewers believe the cause of
the misunderstanding may have been a
language T,

p stressed

The grou that its

onclusions

only reflect the behavior of
generate complaints, nof
department as a whole. They suggest that
officers, especially those who generate
more complaints, should be trained in
cultural competency and customer service.
The workgroup did not see racial bias in
how complaints were

handled, and they said
most were investigated adequately. But they
did note that some IPR staffers - who are
supposed to be neutral when they record
and investigate complaints - seemed to side
with police officers.

“The tone of some IPR letters and phone
conversations do not reflect the
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on policing suggets a bias in oversight panel

independence outlined in its charter,” the
report says. “At times it appeared that IPR
staff questioned the behavior of the
complainant, justified the behavior of the
officer, and/or discouraged the caller from
filing or following through with a complaint.”

Cnitics of the IPR have argued that the
process puts too much control in the hands
of the police bureau's Internal Affairs
Department, and should have more civilian
oversight.

“With this report, we're proactively
finding ways to improve the way we handle
complaints about alleged police bias,”
former workgroup chair Sherrelle Owens
said in a press release. “Ultimately, we
hope this information will lead to more
respect and better service to Portlanders
from IPR and the bureau.”

On the
Yellow
Line

By Thea
Constantine

ioneer Square: A couple of chicks sitting

around talking. Three or four. | don't want to

turn around and look nosy. They are
laughing and having a good time. One is on the
way to the clinic. One is on the way to the
pharmacy. In tuning in, I'm trying not to think
about my friend who is just getting out of the
hospital after being robbed. Or losing all her
money. Or something. After having left my house.

Now they're talking about not liking being

called "bitch.” One woman is talking about her
friend who gets too drunk. Gets drunk and calls
her "bitch.” About how her friend likes an audience
while drinking. How her friend won't listen to her

friends say "amen.” The woman says she hates to
see her friend coming and she hates to see her go.
She says her friend is like a tomboy and a best
friend and a lover all in one. That no matter what,
she's her girl. I thank my lucky stars that at least
I'm not "in love” with my friend. It's bad enough
just loving someone.

Rose Quarter Transit Center: The woman takes
her leave. Her friends watch her walk away, and
one mentions how beautiful the woman had been
at one time. Another says she started getting

fucked up after she "got gay." Another woman says

how about that? She didnt used to be gay at all but
then she just up and “got gay.” | ponder the
phenomenon briefly. Celebrities
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Snow Walkers
By Kareem Ali

The sleepers in the park

Arise

Like ghosts in still wind.

Daisies and junipers blow dead air,
The willows rest,

Staggered in ice.

For the streetwalkers who

Listen beyond the snow

The whispers in the bush

Are voices gone.

worried and mad about being worred meth:
Skidmore Fountain: A man who has been sitting
next to the woman with the awful friend gets up to
leave. He turns to her first, though, and says "It's
called an addiction cycle.” She thanks him. Her

Interstate.

methadone. One thinks |
methadone. One of the wo ;
stop. | get off at the one after that: Killingsworth/

ks perh
1 gets off at the next
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STOPTREWARSat
Kerom Irau & Afghanistan!

Guard Home

IN SALEM

ON THE STEPS OF THE CAPITOL
1:00pm Sunday
March 15,2009

We Demand.:

Money for jobs. education.
healthcare & housing, not war!

End the Slege of Gaza! A Just
Peace for

Say N0 te Scapegeating!
Protect Immigrant Rights!



http://www.oregonfoodbank.org
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