
9Street roots
Jan. 9 , 2009

DEATH, fro m  page 9
In  m any ways, C happelle 's jo b  is  a  lo t 

like a  de tec tive 's , w ith  science, logic, and 
som etim es only sc a n t evidence on th e ir  
side . D e term in ing  th e  cau se  and  m an n er 
o f d ea th  is fairly easy. N o identification 
w as found on  G rigorieff o r  around  w here  
h e  d ied . Additionally, h is  fin g erp rin ts  did 
n o t m atch  any reco rd s. T h e se  situations 
co n s titu te  th e  m o st difficult cases h e  and 
h is  colleagues tak e  on . B u t th ey  do n o t 
give up , tak ing  vario u s ro u te s, including 
consu lting  po lice reco rd s, tak ing  DNA, 
blood, hair, den ta l and  tissu e  sam ples, and 
finding reliable peop le  to  ta lk  to.

S o m etim es w hen  th e  M edical E xam iner 
ru n s  in to  road  blocks, a  sh o r t  b lu rb  asking 
th e  public fo r help  will b e  s e n t  o u t to 
new sp ap ers  w ith  as m uch physical detail

abou t th e  p e rso n  as 
possible.

Other winter deaths

At least five people, including 
Grigorieff, died because of the winter 
weather in the Pacific Northwest in 
late December. The other four are:
■  Charles Sinclair Grant, 46, died of 
hypothermia on December 24 in 
Beaverton, Ore.
■  Thomas Egan, 60, died of 
hypothermia in Eugene, Ore. on Dec. 
16.
■  A  woman known as Tracey burned 
to  death on Dec. 19 trying to stay 
warm underneath her overturned 
shopping cart in Vancouver, B.C.
■  Harold Ensminger, 55, died either 
of foul play or hypothermia in Bend, 
Ore. on Dec. 16.

Such a  w rite­
up  w as published 
ab o u t G rigorieff in  T h e  
O regonian  and  T h e  
P ortland  T ribune th e  
w eek  of C hristm as.

Doing tha t, 
C happelle says, is a 
la s t re so rt.

“If  you r family 
m em b er w as deceased, 
th e  la s t way th a t  you 
would w an t to  find o u t 
abou t i t  is looking in 
[th e  paper],"
C happelle says. “W hen 
w e m ake a  dea th  
notification, w e try  to 
m ake i t  in person .”

In  th e  case  o f  a 
h o m eless person , 
C happelle says, talking 
to  fellow hom eless
campers may only 
yield the person's

street name. But in attempting to identify 
Grigorieff, talking to other homeless 
people d id  th e  trick.

“M o s t o f th e  tim e w e have p re tty  good 
luck, especially  w ith  tran sien ts ,” C happelle 
says. “G enerally, m o st o f th e s e  peop le  a t 
one  tim e o r  an o th e r  have b e e n  a rre s ted  
[and have h ad  fingerp rin ts taken].”

B eginning to  ex h au st th e ir  options, 
investigato rs took  a  p ic tu re  of G rigorieff s  
body and  show ed i t  around  a n u m b er of 
hom eless cam ps. Som eone recognized  him  

and  gave th e  investigating exam iner 
G rigo rieff s  nam e and  d a te  o f b ir th . On 
D ecem b er 27, a  definitive identification

w as m ade. . . u »
“Luckily, h is  body w as in  good shape,

C happelle says.
C ontac ting  G rigorieff s  fam ily after 

identifying him , Chappelle says, w as easy. 
M any tim es, w h en  C happelle notifies th e  
n e x t o f k in  ab o u t th e  dea th , h e  
inadverten tly  s te p s  in to  th e  em otional 
w orld of th e  family, w ho a re  often

estranged  from  th e ir  now-dead family 
m em ber. C happelle says a  v ery  small 
num ber o f fam ilies estranged  from  a 
d eceased  relative, abou t 25  percen t, will 
take th e  body and m ake th e ir  own funeral 
a rrangem en ts.

T h a t leaves th e  v as t m ajority  — 75 
p ercen t -  w ho leave it up to a  random  
funeral hom e con tac ted  by th e  M edical 
E xam iner's office to  pick up  th e  body, 
c rem ate  it, and  d ispose o f  th e  crem ains.

W ith noth ing  le ft b u t a  body, i t  se em s 
odd to  le t th e  lack o f com m unication, 
em otions, and ten sio n s o f e s tran g em en t 
con tinue  even  in  death .

“If  you dislike som eone, you r dislike for 
th em  d o esn 't en d  w ith  th e ir  d ea th ,” 
C happelle says.

O regon s ta te  law  stipu la tes  th a t  a 
“responsib le  friend” can  claim  th e  body 
w hen  family d o es  n o t  C happelle says th a t 
h ap p en s infrequently.

T h e  M edical E xam iner sp en d s five days 
a ttem pting  to  co n tac t th e  family. A fter 
th a t, C happelle says, “w e ju s t  can 't take 
any m o re  tim e,” and  th e  body is tak en  to  a  
funera l hom e for crem ation .

O nce th e  body is taken  to th e  funeral 
hom e, th e  body is  no  longer in th e  custody 
of th e  M edical E xam iner. I t  is c rem ated , 
and th e  funeral hom e keeps th e  crem ains 
for up  to  ten  y ears  in case th e  family 
decides to  re trieve  them .

G rigorieff did n o t m e e t th a t  fate. Even 
a f te r  10 y ears  o f es trangem en t, Jim  
G rigorieff says th a t  w hen  h is  family m et to 
decide w h at to  do w ith  G eorge, no n e  of 
th em  th o u g h t to  leave h is  body up  to 
som eone else.

“H e w as family,” J im  G rigorieff says. 
“A lbeit h e  ch o se  a  p a th  th a t no n e  o f us 
would have chosen .”

Cell phones helped  B arry  and  C harles 
"Chip" G ran t stay  in touch, even though  
b o th  were homeless. Chip’s last message 
from his brother still haunts Barry. It was 
left on his phone just days before Chip was 
found dead of exposure in Beaverton. He 
still has it recorded.

"H e sa id  h e  w as h u rtin g  and  h e  w as o u t 
in  th e  snow," says G ran t, speaking of 
C harles "Chip" S inclair G ran t, w hose body 
w as found D ec. 23 . "He basically said 

goodbye."
T h e  two didn’t  cam p together, b u t they  

stayed in touch to  check  in  on  each  o th e r  s
situation . Chip had  ju s t  b een  re leased  ,
from  jail ea rlie r  th a t  m onth , b u t couldn t  
find  sh e lte r, G ran t said. "So h e  p u t  a  board  
ag a in s t  th e  side o f a  building. T h a t s  w here  
th ey  found him . I t  took th e m  severa l days 

to  find him," G ran t says.
"H e w as lonely, v ery  lonely, and  felt th a t 

th e  situation  w as a lm ost hopeless," says 
G rant, w ho  survived th e  e lem en ts  him self 
b ecause  h e  found she lte r. F o r h is  funeral, 
th e  family o p en ed  up  th e  d oors to  all of 
Chip’s  friends on  th e  s tre e ts . (S ee  h is 

obituary, page 3)
A s a  ve teran , G rigorieff w as en titled  to 

a  ve te ran ’s  burial, and  th a t  is  th e  p a th  th e

family took. On Tuesday, January  6, 
G rigorieff w as buried  w ith  m ilita ry  honors 
in W illam ette N ational C em etery.

“We th o u g h t it would b e  som eth ing  th a t 
h e  w anted ,” Jim  G rigorieff says. “H e w as 
proud of [his serv ice].”

A t a  la te r  d a te , G rigorieff th inks the  
family will g a th e r  privately to  rem in isce 
abou t G eorge. T h ey  m ay talk about 
G eorge’s  football gam es, o r  th e  fishing 
adven tu res h e  m u st have had  in th e  w oods 
w est o f th e  1-5 corridor. And th e n  th e re  
a re  th e  “wacky and  w eird experiences,” 
too, th a t  th e  family h ea rd  a  little about 
th roughou t th e  years and a t  th e  funeral.

“T h ere ’s  a lo t o f th o se ,” G rigorieff says, 
alm ost laughing.
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D eputy  M edical E xam iner Tom 
C happelle says identifying som eone as 
hom eless d ep en d s alm ost exclusively on 
th e  p e rso n 's  physical appearance, and  the  
env ironm ent w here  th e  body w as found.

“If  you have a  d eced e n t th a t looks 
unbathed , looks like h e 's  w earing  th re e  o r  
four layers of clo thes, sleeping on  a 
cardboard  box, th a t's  kind o f a  good sign ,” 
h e  says.

T hat, says G enny N elson, th e  founder of 
th e  non-profit S iste rs  o f th e  Road, is 
“m aking assum ptions based  on 
ste reo types.”

A ssum ptions w en t terrib ly  w rong w hen 
R.J. A nheier, a  form erly hom eless m an and 
S tre e t R oots v endor who had  b e e n  living 
in th e  B iltm ore H otel, collapsed a t  th e  
in tersec tion  o f N orthw est B urnside S tre e t 
and  N orthw est 6 th
Avenue and  d ied  of

"I can't invest any of my 
emotion in these cases, 
b ecause  a fte r  a  w h ile  i t  
w o u ld  b re a k  (m y ) h e a r t .

a h e a r t  a ttack  on 
Jan . 4 , 2008.

The Medical 
E xam iner's office 
could n o t identify 
him , so  th ey  gave 
h is  body to O H SU 's 
Body D onation 
Program, which uses cadavers for 
dissection in anatomy classes.

In  M arch, N elson  says, sh e  and  tw o of 
A nheier's  frien d s found o u t abou t th e  
donation . T hey  knew  th a t  A nheier had 
identification. If th e  M edical E xam in e r had 
gone to  th e  Biltmore, N elson says, they  
would have discovered th a t N elson was 
lis ted  on  A nheier's ren ta l application a s  an
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em ergency  contact.
“T hey  d id n 't do  th e ir  job,” N elson says. 
B ecause A nheier's friends in tervened ,

A nheier's s is te r  w as con tac ted . She 
re triev ed  A nheier's body. B ecause o f th e  
u p ro ar th e  M edical E xam iner's m istake 
caused, O HSU is no  longer accepting 
indigen t b od ies for donation.

“I t 's  n o t really a se tback,” says Steve
Carm ichael, m anager o f O H SU 's body 
donation  program . “W e d idn 't ge t th a t

many."
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over 300 coupons for organic groceries, restaurants 
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