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We all made it back to the bus, and after a
stop at a ‘convenience’ store for treats, where Sarah,
a K-moonie, almost got carded while buying
chocolate milk, we came home to our ocean, tired
but with renewed hope.

There can be no daily democracy without daily
citizenship. Ralph Nader

[ listened to my friend Dick Wiesman sing a
song that he wrote about Karen Silkwood. Do you
remember her name? She was an employee of Kerr
McGee, a nuclear power company. She was
murdered while on her way to present evidence of
her employer’s crimes. Kerr McGee’s crimes were
that they killed people. They killed people they
employed. They killed Karen. They killed others
and there are more, yet to be killed by them. Their
weapon was radiation, but that doesn’t matter.
What matters is that this corporation killed people,
to make money.

Folks, we are at a crossroads these days, we
must decide if we want to keep on this road we are
on or take another path. If you ask any ‘expert’
who will be the next leader of the ‘free world’ one
of two words will be spoken. You can certainly
guess those words. They are both four letter words.
I'hey are both dirty words. Dirty, not just in the
sense that one is slang for a woman’s pubic area and
the other used to describe offal, but in the sense that
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money is. There is another person seeking power,
seeking to lead the ‘free world’, and his name, a
five letter word, and sounds like another word.
That word means "that which is opposite, or
opposed". But what is in a name?

At the Shadow Convention, Ben Cohen of
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream gave the whole convention
a new ice cream bar called "Totally Nuts" after
speaking about how the richest twenty men in the
world (yes, they are all men) have more wealth than
the 480 poorest nations, combined. Totally nuts!!!!
An earlier speaker explained that though the United
States has only 5% of the world’s population, we
house 25% of the world’s prisoners. Mostly for
drugs, but a lot because of mental illness and some,
like Leonard Peltier, because they fought back when
the system oppressed them and their families.

Diane Fienstien, D- California, spoke about
campaign finance reform, and explained that it is
illegal for American corporations to do in foreign
campaigns what they do here. Which is bribery. It
corrupts the system. If Bill Gates gives Bush a
million dollars apd I give Bush $1, guess who Bush
is going to invite over to talk about how the country
could be improved. So Bush is bought.

Under Clinton we’ve had a Democratic
President but we haven't had a democratic country.

The disparity in wealth, the destruction of the
environment , the war on drugs, the exploitation of
workers, the lack of health care; hell, one third of
the children in Los Angeles County live in poverty.
And Clinton collected §10 million for his library
just by sitting down to lunch with the pretty people.
Now don't get me wrong, I like actors and
musicians, and | love libraries, but I like children
too. When I think about politics I'm always

similarity... Creative things may mean
simply the realization that there’s no
particular virtue in doing things the way
they always have been done.

Rudolf Flesch

reminded of Lily Tomlin’s line; "Even if you win
the rat race, you're still a rat. " Molly Ivins says
"Ya gotta dance with them what brung ya." (Yes,
Thanatopsis boys, Stacey says the same thing.)

And the leading candidates for leader of the ‘free
world’ was brung to the dance by the rich. But the
funny thing is for all his money and power, Bill
Gates only gets to vote once. And your vote counts
just as much as his does. He got to help choose one
of the candidates, because of his money, and he
chose Bush. I guess Steve Jobs chose Gore, judging
by the number of iMac's on the convention floor in
LA. So, Microsoft votes for Bush, Apple votes for
Gore, and the Upper Left Edge votes for Nader.
Works for me.

Okay, so I watched Gore’s speech, and yep,
he pulled it off. And, yep, I hope he will be the next
President of these United States. But I want him to
work his ass off for every vote. Talk about Nader
taking his votes? Gore has to take Nader’s votes,
because they aren’t his, they aren’t any body’s. My
hope is that Gore will barely win, and Nader will
get 20 to 30% of the vote. And that the Reform
Party and the Green Party and the rest of us will
figure out that we could have a choice of the best of
three. Win, Place, and Show. | mean, really, if it is
going to be portrayed as a ‘horse race’ why don’t
we score it that way?




