
Dear Uncle Mike,
What is your opinion of a promise ring? Like 

me you might say, what is it? Well, my girlfriend has 
asked for a symbolic ring, not necessarily stating 
intentions, only a ring to wear as a promise of a 
possible future together. She says it will make other 
men aware that she is seeing someone who is 
important to her and therefore no longer make passes 
at her. Though I can understand her point of view, I 
do not want to commit to anything regarding a 
relationship and feel if I give the “promise ring” to her 
that she will expect more. I have decided to follow 
your lead.

Thad, Portland, Oregon

Dear Thad,
The lead you should be following is that of your friend. Don’t look now, pal, but you’re 

already in a relationship. The woman you’re in a relationship with is not feeling secure. Uncle 
Mike has no idea what’s in your heart, or in hers for that matter, but she’s asking for a 
commitment you’re either unwilling or unable to give. If the woman doesn’t understand this, 
you’re either not showing your cards or she’s not smart enough to be let out alone. Just for 
fun, let’s assume everyone’s being honest, both with themselves and with each other. Let’s 
assume this woman hasn’t projected her image of an ideal mate onto your sad little bundle of 
imperfections and blinded herself to the fact that this could, with luck, be one of those affrairs 
she’ll eventually laugh about. Let’s assiune you’re being emotionally honest with her, that 
you’re not secretly committed to noncommittal and are just jollying her along because you’d 
miss her if she went away. Let’s assume no one is being selfish, that both of you have the 
other’s best interests at heart. Let’s assume she’s not displaying those first signs of neurotic 
dependency that drive so many partners to strong drink. Let’s assume the ring isn’t really an 
engagement ring. No, let’s not. If Uncle Mike were a betting man, which he is, he’d wager 
borrowed money that she plans to wear it on the third finger of her left hand. Regardless what 
sort of ring it is, it will, in the real world, symbolize more than a promise: it will symbolize a 
vow she’ll come to believe you’ve made. And while we’re on the subject, so will your 
continuing to occupy this woman’s time and stand in the way of her search for something you 
neither have nor apparently want. There’s no future for her in the present you have to offer; 
the idea is to be there now and you’re not. For her, there is no there there. The ring would 
be frosting on a cake that doesn’t exist.

Dear Uncle Mike,
Can cats be trained?

Heidi, Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Heidi,
Only to do things they’d do anyway. Uncle Mike did watch his old cat Foster train 

himself to float on his back in Uncle Mike’s bubble bath. Uncle Mike eventually trained him 
to stop. For the record, he used a boot.

Dear Uncle Mike,
A dear friend died recently of AIDS related causes. He was a much loved man and his 

funeral turned into a social event. Perhaps two hundred at the ceremony and burial. A wake 
(catered) was held at a private home and seemed to me low theatre, filled with wallowing and 
despair. My friend was a vital man with an omnivorous sense of humor and a hatred of phony 
emotions. I am quite sure he would have left soon after he arrived. I am in my mid forties 
and have been to only a few funerals. After this one, I have told my friends I don’t plan to go 
to any more. They are, to a person, aghast at my decision. They feel it would be a sign of 
disrespect not just to the deceased but to the family as well. I wonder perhaps if any of your 
readers have dealt with this loyalty issue.

A. L., Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear A.L.,
Uncle Mike has, fortunately, no way of knowing what his readers have dealt with. The 

little they tell him is enough. Funerals are, by necessity, planned and executed by the living. 
They are collective rituals and so, by definition, social events. With the exception of love, 
nothing in life generates more emotional imbalance than death. Weddings and funerals are, 
when normalcy is the standard, whacked out affairs where feats of public behavior can reach 
startling, and embarassing, lows. Uncle Mike tends to avoid them with the dedication he 
otherwise reserves for karaoke and community theatre productions of Hamlet. He does not 
lack respect for brides, grooms, or corpses; he merely loves not to be around citizens who are 
eager for emotional catharsis. To Uncle Mike, grief, like prayer and sex, is a ritual best carrier 
out in private and no wake worthy of the name should be allowed to become morbid. But 
then, Uncle Mike doesn’t believe in death. He believes there are things he just can’t see 
anymore.

C N m o n  D e ^ r i  m ^ s s N e e
Licensed Massage Therapy 

Pain &  Stress R e lie f ❖  D e e p  T issue 
S w ed ish  <>■ R e laxa tion

V A L O R E E  G IFT, LM T

503-436-2425
P.O. Box 872 • Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110

"If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one? 
- Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)

Located in Midtown, near Haystack Rock 
Open Every Day 7a to 11p

GROCERIES, BEER, WWE, CIGARS, A »  LOTS 
OF STUFF. WfllTWJ MORE STUFF W ALMOST 
EVERV C O M E R ............ ATM  AVAILABLE •

1170 S. Hemlock S t
436-0515
Fax 436-1569
email: mekenas@theoregonshore.com

"Vote early and vote often. "
- Al Capone (1899-1947) ce.

(7> C/>
U>A

A SHOE & ACCESSORY BOUTIQUE  
503-436-0577 239 N HEMLOCK

CANNON BEACH, OREGON

•MARINER MARKET»
WE NOW HAVE A WIDE VARIETY OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS

ORGANIC PRODUCE 
CASE FREE EGGS 

FREE RANGE CHICKEN 
ORGANIC MILK 

FRESH HERBS 
ORGANIC CORN CHIPS

TOFU 4  SOY CHEESE 
ORGANIC

GOLD MEDAL FLOUR
ORGANIC CORN M EAL  

FANTASTIC SOUPS 4  MLXES 
WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR

A LARGE SELECTION FROM BOB'S RED MILL
....AND MUCH MORE

•  139 N. HEMLOCK CANNON BEACH 436-2442»

r
finely selected 

womens ^clotfiing
Cannon Beach
(503) 436-1572

Portland
(503) 239-4605

work hard dress easy ’

BANK OF 
ASTORIA

Member FDIC

Astoria Warrenton 
Seaside Cannon Beach

47 N. HOLLADAY DR. 
SEASIDE, OR 97138 
738-8877

UNIVERSAL-* VIDEO J
“ A u  T M t Usual Caan,
And L ots of Seoo Stuff

'T ’ *l®O» STEVE HAUGEN 
JIM HAUGEN

IN AN UNJUST WORLD...JUSTICE.
Personal Injury Lawyer

GREGORY KAFOL’RY

202 Oregon Pioneer Building 
320 S W Stark Street 
Portland. OR 97204

Phone:
(503) 224-2647

----- Q

Cannon Beach
In Coaster Theater Courtyard 

Established 1977

"You got to be careful i f  you don’t know where you're going, because you might not get there 
- Yogi Berra

Featuring Northwest, California 
& Imponed Wines

Collector Wines From 1875 
Through Curren) Vintages

Featuring Over 1000 Wines 
Wine Racks, Glasses &

Wine Related Items

W ine Tasting
Every Saturday Afternoon 

1-5 PM
Different Wines 

From Around The World 
Each Week

Open 11 AM-5 PM - Closed Tues.

436*1100
1 24  N  Hemlock

P.O. Box 652. Cannon Beach O R  97110

>  Deborah Albrecht, L.M.T.fZ *f '
\

craniosacral therapy
therapeutic massage

deep tissue

/ -A 503 736-0790 G earhart
by appointm ent

9

2.1S LaneJa Avenue 
Man zaniia.Or enon 

503-368-5315

B u m  1 Crwssmits lM*N Uwu tMMM 

f to rw ts  ( D t s b u n  «m rtllHXX 
Sour I Samduichu MwTMN CUMM HMM

«h m

•Whi,' X reÄ ,,,i ^ r ds,’y' u r r tR iif rm c  » i n  2000 ?

I Ì

mailto:mekenas@theoregonshore.com

