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They also surf who only stand on waves.
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[t seems that all of us have forgotten all oo
quickly just what a pitcher this cat was. His
induction into The Hall has induced paroxysms of
outrage from the S.I. Cognoscent, as well as the
wizened old geezers of the “Baseball Monthly™
persuasion, such as myself.
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“It’s like watching Mario Andrett park a car.”
-- Ralph Kiner, on
Niekro’s knuckleball
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The party line of the Anti-Niekro Lobby, repeated small, including his fictional shell series.
ad nauseum, went something like: “Niekro’s record
(318-274) 1s more of a testament to longevity than
excellence.”

[t would make someone a nice challenge to write a
research paper quantifying the value of long life and
quality, and the exclusion of the two, and then
explaining Spahn, or Churchill, or maybe your
mother.

In the Second Historical Abstract, one of James’
more memorable passages detailed a conversation
between a writer & an 80 year old fan in the Fenway
seats. This man, having seen every Sox from Ruth
to Rice, responded to the obvious question; “The
Best? Fred Lynn. Don’t think much of him now, ]
but for a few years there, he was the best.” Casual Dining

Possible. But consider, Fred Lynn was eliminated Overlooking the Nestucca River
from Hall of Fame contention this year.

He is not alone, of course. The rigors and awful
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so on. Niekro lasted. And lasted. Give him some
bloody credit.

James correctly points out the difference between
“peak value”, of the one or two year phenom, and
“career value™, the whole of the man’s worth over
the years. Obviously, Koufax would have a huge
peak value compared to Jesse Haines, while both are
Hall of Famers. But, how to compare on a season 10
season basis?

What you do 1s compare the pitcher’s record over
his career to his team when he wasn’t pitching. If
you accept James’ figures the results are stunning in
Niekro’s case. Consider also that this guy pitched in
front of infenor teams virtually his whole career, and
in a ball park that was nicknamed “The Launching
Pad.”

The upshot of this whole muddle is, Phil Niekro,
by James’ math, 1s this; given the team he played
for, the vard he pitched in, and the league ERA,
during his career this guy won 39.6 games more than
he should have. Unimpressed? Check this partial list
of right handed pitchers already in the Hall of Fame.
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Phil Niekro 39.6
Juan Manchal 36.7
Dazzy Vance 36.3
Bob Feller 34.3
Robin Roberts 33.4 *
Bob Gibson 317 Manzanita
Jim Palmer 26.5
Dizzy Dean 24.8 News &
Gaylord Perry 23.1 ESPRESSO
Catfish Hunter 16.2
Don Drysdale 48
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can survive twenty-four years of Major League
Baseball deserves serious attention, not vilification.
| get the feeling I'm preaching to the choir here.
Y outh is wasted on the young, comets are idolized,
granite 1s grudgingly venerated but then we get old,
and start to speak in curious metaphors and similes.

Open Daily 7:30 AM.--5:00 P.M.
500 Laneda Ave. Manzanita 368-7450

Epilogue;
“It’s the end of the world as we know 1t.” e R ~
Michael Supe | ¢
“The world 1s just a finite sphere, a spinning i
mudball that defines our sense of reality, unless Y
there's something we don’t know, and then it ;
doesn’t.” ;
Yogi Berra !
(No, not really.) &
!
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