
Packaging Waste
in  i960  me u n ited  s ta tes produced 26 m illion 

tons ot packaging waste, by  1995 we w ere producing 
65 m illion tons!, Even w ith the upsw ing in recycling 
over tne last 55 years this dem onstrates an increase 
ol 5 / m illion tons ot waste a year.

How to reduce tne am ount ot packaging used and 
m easures to insure that what we use is reusable tirst 
and m en recy clable is a major task tor m e new 
century I he l h a  estim ates m at 1/5 ot all m e solid 
waste generated conies directly trom  packaging 
materials. 1 he breakdown ot the packaging 
m aterials that end up in me land!ill is: 55%  paper & 
gray board. 25%  plastic. ,b % w o o d . 15%  glass. /%  
metal and 4%  com posites

u n e  ot me most d im cu it areas to im plem ent 
change in is me lood industry l ne increased 
consum ption and availability oi packaged loods 
and take-out nas helped to double tne waste stream  
volume. Packaging is not all bad. It has helped to 
make tresh  produce available in oil seasons and has 
been a lactor in tood contam ination But over 
packaged products are becom ing the norm  Read 
boxes carefully to see w hat you are getting

Packaging uses many natural resources, causes air 
and w ater pollution and wastes valuable land-till 
space It is o tten unnecessary I he only wav to start 
e lim inating  it is trom the grass roots level. Refuse 
what you do not need. Think before you purchase 
REUSE!! Let com panies know that you do not w ant 
their product to com e w rapped up in a lot ot stutl 
and help them  to realize how m uch over packaging 
costs them.

W hat can YOU do to help decrease packaging 
waste?? Be a W aste-Buster and try a tew ol these 
out.

* B ring Y our Ow n Reusable produce bags to  the 
store. Also bring your own cloth grocery sacks

* B ring your ow n drink mug.

* Buy in bulk

* Do not use packaging peanuts I ry crushed 
newspapers.

* Eat out at last lood places less
* Pay attention to w hich last lood places you 

frequent som e have cut back on packaging 
and use m aterials that contain post-consum er 
recy cled m aterials

* Do not allow stores to wrap, box or bag items ll 
unnecessary.

* I hink ol way s to reuse packaging

* 1 ell suppliers il they have over packaged a 
product 1 his works. 1 wrote to one company 
about a plastic toy that had been w rapped in 
plastic and gray board and then placed in a box 
1 calculated the cost ot packaging verses the 
actual toy and tound that the packaging cos, 65%  
ol the toy cost 1 hey eventually changed to a 
plastic tube and elim inated all the rest 1 hey also 
sent me a gilt certificate lor another toy.

Most im portantly . IH IN K  before you buy.

Philip Thompson
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IN AN UNJUST WORLD...JUSTICE.
Personal Injury Lawyer
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202 Oregon Pioneer BuiIcJing
320 S.W. Stark Street Phone:
Portland. OR 97204 (503) 224-2647

When I was about twelve, I used to think I 
must be a genius, but nobody’s noticed.

John Lennon
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Introducing... 

more fun with 
FELTKids...

Create your 
own stories 

with felt. 
Choose from 
several new 
sets that are 
compatible 

with existing 
Playscenes & 
Feltboards.

• Valentine Craft Kits
• Valentine Stickers
• Valentines Sets

• Bead Sets (Hearts) • Stencils
• Grow a Heart • Trolls
• Small Animals • Toys

Tor Ro s p i valions or Information 
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Cannon Beach Jupiter's Rare and Used Books, Osburn's 
Grocery, ITie Cookie Co., Coffee Cabaña, Bill's Tavern, Cannon 
Beach Book Co., Hane's Bakerie, The Bistro, Midtown Café, Once 
Upon a Breeze, Knoodlz, Copies & Fax, Heather's,The 
Homegrown Cafe, Haystack Video, Manner Market, & Cleanline 
Suri
Manzanita Mother's Nature Juice Bar, Bayside Gardens, 
Cassandra's, Manzanita News & Espresso, Pacific Coast Books & 
Coffee, & Nehalem Bay Video
Nehalem Mermaid Cafe 
Rockaway Sharkey's 
Tillamook Rainy Day Books 
Pacific City: The River House 
Oceanside Ocean Side Espresso
Lincoln City: Trillium Natural Foods, Driftwood Library, & 
Eats 'n' Stuff
Newport Oceana Natural Foods, Don Petrie's Italian Food Co., 
Café DIVA, Cosmo Calé, Bookmark Calé, Newport Bay Coffee 
Co., Cuppatunes, Bay Lalté, Ocean Pulse Surf Shop, Coastal 
Coffee Co., & Canyon Way
Eugene Book Mark, Café Navarra, Eugene Public Library , 
Friendly St. Market, Happy Trails, Keystone Café, Kiva Foods, 
Lane C.C., Light For Music, New Frontier Market, Nineteenth 
Street Brew Pub, Oasis Market, Perry's, Red Bam Grocery, 
Sundance Natural Foods, LI of O, & WOW Hall
Corvallis: Not Necessarily the News, & The Environmental 
Center
Salem Heliotrope, Salem Library, & The Peace Store 
Astoria: KMUN, Columbian Café, The Community Store, 'Hie 
Wet Dog Cafe& Café Uniontown
Seaside Buck's Book Barn, Universal Video, & Cale Espresso 
Portland: Laughing Horse Bookstore, Act III, Barnes & Noble, 
Belmonts Inn, Bibelot Art Gallery, Bijou Calé, Borders, Bridgeport 
Brew Pub, Capt'n Beans (two locations). Center for the Healing 
Light, Coffee People (three locations). Common Grounds Coffee, 
East Avenue Tavern, Food Front, Goose Hollow Inn, Hot Lips 
Pizza, Java Bay Café, Key Largo, La Pattisserie, Lewis & Clark 
College, Locals Only, Marco's Pizza, Marylhurst College, Mt. 
Hood CC, Music Millenium, Nature's (two locations), NW Natural 
Gas, OF1SU Medical School, Old Wives Tales, Ozone Records, 
Papa Haydn, PCC (four locations), PSU (two locations), Reed 
College, Third Eye, TransCeutral Library, & YWCA 
The Dalles Klindts Bookseller
Hood River: Purple Rocks Art Bar & Cale
Ashland: Garo's Java House, The Black Sheep, Blue Mt Cafe,
& Rogue River Brewery 
(Out of Oregon)
Longview, WA: The Broadway Gallery & Carat Patch
Long Beach, WA Pacific Picnics
Naselle, WA Rainy Day Artisty
Nahcotta, WA Moby Dick Hotel
Duvall, WA Duvall Books
Bainbridge Island, WA: Eagle Harbor Book Co 
Seattle, WA: Elliot Bay Book Co., Honey Bear Bakery , New 
Orleans Restaurant, Still Life in Fremont, Allegro Coffeehouse, 
The Last Exit Coffee House, & Bulldog News
San Francisco, CA City Lights Bookstore
Denver, Co: Denver Folklore Center
New York, NY: The Strand Book Company
Washington, D.C.: Hotel Tabard Inn
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