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Now, we are not talking REGULAR old cages --
these things were set up with no less detail than
stages at the Metropolitan Opera, with satin and
sequined drapes pulled back to expose Le Kitty in all
his/her somnambulant grandeur. That overwhelming
feeling of being a 24-karat hick began to set inas |
stared, mouth agape, at breeds that looked like they
originated on Star Trek. Example: The Cornish Red
[t appears to be a perfectly normal cat that has been
starved nearly to death, then given a bad perm.
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elongated that they could pass for reincarnations ol
Lauren [ was duly impressed with the array
of Abyssinians, Vans, Persians, Ocicats and
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l'onkinese. They were at their best, winning
bouquets of ribbons, and garnering (il possible) even
more adulation from their owners as the alternoon
wore on

My bum knee began to suggest siting [or a w hile
so | up residence in a folding chair in front of the
snack bar in mid-mall (where one could discover that
a small coke is (!) $2.00). The ceiling drew
attention, by virtue of its heavy-duty construction: It
appeared capable of supporting a small lead mine.
Its lines were interesting enough to hold my interest
for quite a while, and, in gazing back and forth at the
girders in the windowless space, [ saw something
unexpected -- a little gray and brown bird flitting
literally from pillar to post. 300 cats on one side o
the hall and one VERY brave sparrow on the other
How Vonnegut! I began to consider the cat show
from that point of view, and eventually came up with
the low, long-in-erupting snicker that 1s intrinsic 1o
thinking along the same lines as The Master.

For those who have had questions about the ttle
of this column, it springs (as a bad pun) from the fact
that I work in a small business that has a soda
fountain where people gather to socialize. [ adapt the
freedom of 1ts conversations to this format
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