Dearest Nhikey,
It is now 9:30 aum. on my day off and I've been dnnking

colfee in bed for three hours with four cookbooks, two
sparitual guidebooks, several utility bills, a pack ol 100%
additive-free cigarettes, an emaciated checkbook, three postage
stamps and a coupon 1o 25 cents ofl Baker's chocolate to keep

me company . In celebration of your birth, I've chosen 10 use
one of the stamps to send you this letter, USWest be damned
For openers, please know that I truly forgive you for the tume
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you shoved me ot the seec nd story bedroom window and |
landed on the rotting apples and rolled under the Weeping
Willow tree which was later uprooted in the Columbus Day
Storm of 1962. Let bygones be bygones, | say
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the butter-drenched crawdaddy tails and dandelion green lunches

we prepared over the forbidden campfire in the shelier of that
tall dry field grass

[ ast week. Manuel, the fry-cook who hasn't gone home to
Mexico for three years, announced that he is going home when
we close in December and he isn't returning. I will be
promoted to fry-cook baker from dishwasher baker and will be
getting an exceptional raise o an entire (hold me up, | feel
faint) $7.00 an hour! What shall I do with my new -found
wealth? Buy a house? Take a cruise? Purchase stock in a race
car? Get new odor-eaters for my Payless Drugstore tennis
shoes? Buy a 24-roll pack of bathroom tissue? I don't
know ... the mere thought of possibilities makes me queasy
with anticipation

Did you observe the lunar eclipse Friday mght? The
Driftinn Restaurant certainly experences the crimson-hued
lunacy firsthand. A gentleman at table 5 whose party had been
seated prior to table 7, but w ho had not been served their food
before table 7, began to grouse loudly about the slow service.
Whereupon table 7's Alpha male asked table 5's Alpha male
t0. "Please keep your complaints down, we're trying to eat
over here." Defending his First Amendment rights, table 5's
hero promptly ran over and pushed table 7's spokesman from
his chair and a veritable pancratium ensued. Meanwhile, in the
cocktail lounge, a neophyte sot at table I lobbed a golf ball to
jovial acquaintances at table A. The barroom athletic hopeful

at F. however, met with unexpected reverses in calculating his
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ice cream for breakfast and carmel cor for lunch (as is his
wont while vacationing at the shore), hurled his earlier meals

upon his evening meal.

Happily, I was at home partaking of a delighttul gift of
homemade chantrelle mushroom marinara atop semolina
mostaccioli with my dearest friend Evelyn w hile all such
excitement took place. Unhappily, my dear Evelyn was up
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vomiting at midnight. Had I the wise foresight to join her in Cookies * Cinnamon Rolls
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strenuous circumstances of their servants. _—
In closing, my darling Bubby, I wish you a very happy
birthday and another year of continuous prosperity in the
manufacturing sector of the City of Angels. Texpress my
deepest gratitude for the many times you have generously
offered to share your financial success with this n¢'er do well
sth‘lmg in the form of setting her up in her very own coastal 1
cafe; I regret to inform you that I am having second thoughts
for fear of than dream being a bit too lofty. If you wouldn't
mind terribly, perhaps a small loan of fifty bucks so that | e e e W TS
might get my phone service restored would be a happy :
compromise? Humbly, with hugs and kisses, | remain your I'
devoted sister. {
geraldine |
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