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One evening in May as my dog Barker and I 

w alked down the path near our house to the beach, I 
said to Barker (yes, Barker and I have long 
conversations), “Look how many buds are almost 
ready to bloom on the wild roses, and the berry 
vines are filled with blossoms. There should be 
enough berries this year for everyone to have 
cobblers and the willow is thick enough for the birds 
to nest in.” Just then we were rewarded with a song 
from a sparrow perched on a willow branch.

Barker seemed to nod in agreement and every once 
in a while chew ed on the bright green grass that 
grows alongside the path. Along the edges of the 
sand at the base of the path, beach peas’ purplish 
blue flowers sparkled with their first blooms.

A stream trickles through the foliage and spills out 
on the beach w here at times swallows and crows 
gather to drink its waters. That evening there were 
many birds; some scattered and others seemed 
unafraid as we strolled close by.

The next evening the scene changed. The leaves 
of the roses, berries and w illows were tightly curled; 
their stems were limp and bent over. The air by the 
path was permeated with a strong foreign smell. It 
was obvious someone had sprayed the entire area.
Even part of the hedges on the private property that 
borders the path had also been affected.

One can only assume that whoever did this 
destruction did it for the sake of their view; however, 
this property is the City’s right-of-way and the City 
has an unwritten policy forbidding the use of 
herbicides or pesticides on any city property.

There is an ordinance that nothing can be removed 
or added to city property, but that the city will 
provide a permit through the Public Works 
Department to cut back foliage tor various reasons 
There is a penalty for not observing this ordinance.

It’s an unknown factor who did this or what 
chemical was used or its lasting effects of poisoning 
the soil and the stream of w ater that eventually flows 
into the ocean. Now the path s foliage that was so 
beautiful is destroyed. The stems and leaves of all 
the plants have turned black. A few rose and berry 
bushes have survived, but how much of the 
unknown chemical would be left in the surviving 
f ruit of the berries people and birds might later gathci 
is not known. Also, in the summer I’ve seen many 
children play in this stream that flows through this 
destruction.

It’s impossible to know what effect this will have 
on people, animals and birds. I now lead Barkci 
away from the surrounding grass that he lov es to 
chew on and sadly watch the birds drink from that 
stream. My hope is that others will be aw are and use
caution. , ,

When you use any chemicals in your garden, be 
sure to read the labels thoroughly. Be aware that 
they can cause sickness and death. I have been told 
about the loss of beloved pets where slug bait was 
used without caution. Also, rat poison caused the 
death of a friend’s small dog. Children and pets 
don’t read labels.

Here in Cannon Beach we have two stores that are 
great fun to shop in for your garden.

Osburn’s Grocery Store has an array of unusual 
plants for sale. This spring I bought a Levy’s 
Monarch Rhododendron to add to my garden. These 
rhododendrons have grown on the north side of 
Osburn’s Grocery Store for many years, so take a 
look to see the full growth and beauty of these
Pl"cottage Row ers, the florist shop owned by 
Heather Webb, is located at 263 N. Hemlock. She 
has an outstanding collection of garden pots and 
floral displays. Her small courtyard is filled with 
various sized containers displayed w ith a variety of 
plants.

Please send your comments or questions on coastal 
gardening to June’s Garden, P.O. Box 74, Cannon 
each, OR 9 7 HO.
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Wes Lawson

Organic Gardening 
& Maintenance

436-0223

P.O. Box 800
Tolo vana Park, OR 97145

Licensed &  Bonded 
#89168

Steve’s Maintenance
Specializing in Environmentally Friendly 

W indow Cleaning

Steve Lamontagne
(503)436-0942
(Licensed)

P.O. Box 669 
Cannon Beach, OR 

97110

The greatest miracle is the discovery that all is 
miraculous. And the nature of the miraculous is- 
utter simplicity. Henry Miller

PACIFIC
Ä NOKIHWBr- ____Gardener
TH E  newsletter f o r  people who garden 

in the Northwest
• Stories by and about garden experts: Ann Lovejoy,

Barbara Ashm un, Ted Swensen, Connie Hansen
• S tones on what N orthw est gardeners are doing and 

growing —  tips that will w ork for YOU
• Big calendar of garden events throughout the region
• Book reviews, humor, new garden ideas & products

Available free at garden centers and bookstores 
from Seattle to Ashland, Warrenton to Florence 
Or bv subscription at the incredible value of $12 a year.

Tesvbscrlhi:
Send cheek for $12 (for 12 issues a year), with 

name and address, to:

Pacific Northwest Gardener
PO Box 19638 

Portland. OR 97280

Pacific Northwest Gardener:
The Best News Yet about Gardening in the Northwest

l.uxury You Can Afford.
A World of Cheese 

Our Own Italian Specialty Breads 
Fresh Soups and Salads Daily 

Open at 11 AM
Check us out, we’re worth the drive.

312 Pacific Hwy S. Long Beach, WA 
1(360)642-2535
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