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Tao Te Ching translated by Gia Fu Feng and
lane English

The Tao alone nourishes and brings everything
to fulltliment
from chapter 41 TaoTe Ching

[ met Xian at a state unaversity in the South in
Fall 1989 Over lea we shared our stories e
was a visiting scholar from a university in
northwest China |invited him over for tea e
inviled me over the great western divide 1ato a
new world the world of Chinese wisdom
specifically into the Tao Te Ching

The legendary author of the Tao Te Ching
Lao-Tsu an older contemporary of Confucius
lived in northwest China 500 vears before Jesus
walked the paths of Palestine Lao-Tsu s book 154
short text of only 500 Chinesc characters butone
of the best loved Chinese works in English
transiation

I remember asking Yian what he thought wasa
good translation of the Tao Te Ching He pointed
me o Lin Yutang s version The Wisdom of
Laotse. complete with annotations from the
writings of Chuang Tsu That waseighl vears
ago0

Afew monthsago, while browsing at Jupiter s
Books in Cannon Beach [ found another
translation of the Tao Te Ching, by Gia-Fu Feng
and Jane English (Vintage Books 1972 $1150
used) More poetic than Lin Yulang s scholarly
work Feng's transiation is served up on fane
Fnglish s gorgeously simple black and whate
photo plates. garnmished with Feng s calligraphy
of the Chinese text

During the past months ['ve read these two
translations, the scholarly and the poctic side by
side allowing Lao Tsu's oriental wisdom (o season
and nourish my western worldview It has been
like sitting down to a summer-ltong S course
gourmet Chinese [east

A well aged wine is meant Lo be enjoved slowly
a gourmet meal received course by course Too
much reading in our culture is the
mass produced. fast Tood variely intended Lo be
gulped down withoutever engaging the heart

Sacred reading is different. The latin term

lectio divina guides us into a different way of
reading a slow, meditative reading which feeds
the soul Wisdom literature calis for this kind of
reading  Sip by sip, course by course, We allow
the richness creativity and nourishment of the
feast to enter and enrich our hives

The Tao Te Ching remains for me a great
mvstery  Une of its basic teachings is that lile s
greatest gifts are served to us in mystery like
the wonder and surprise of meeting Xian among
the 17 000 other university students on that
campus. S Yedrs ago

[ didn't know then what [ know now  that |
would become a richer person [rom my
friendships with two men of Northwest China a
modern day Chinese scholar and an ancient and
wise Chinese poet
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Having both a bookstore and a newspaper, we get lots of
press releases, and information about new books. Well, we
got a note from Paul Barrett of Gaff Press, Box 1024,
Astoria, Or. 97103 (you will need this information in
just a minute). It seems Paul, who's books, Sea Stories,
Sea Stories II, and How to Make a Book, are in an honored
place in our library, has a new one coming called, "T'll be
Home in Half-an-Hour". It is about drinking. Here is an
excerpt from the introduction,

" As in my two books of Sea Stories, I've written here
on a subject with which I have had significant, first-hand
experience. I did quit drinking, but L also quit fishing,
another dangerous activity. Both bore times of great sadness
-- but also of uproarious humor. - During my comercial
ocean fishing exposure I lost many friends to the sea; so
have I lost many to alcohol. This, of course does not mean
either liquor or seawater is inherently bad, only that they're
both potentially hazardous, and that both inevitably demands
a price which is sometimes existence.”

Friend Paul is not only a very good writer, and human
being, he has written, printed, bound, distributed and sold
well over 12,000 copies of his books. This man deserves a
grant or a Pulitzer or something. But, what he asks is just a
little help in getting his new effort printed and out in time
for the Holidays. So, if you want a copy (we ordered two)
send him $10 for each copy; and he will send you a receipt
imediately and your book will be delivered postpaid by
Nov. 15th. His other books are also available at $15 each.
We can think of no better channel to support the arts than
giving support directly to the artist.
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PLEASE COME SEE US
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WE HAVE A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL PROPERTIES
AVAILABLE IN THE AREA

EXPERIENCED SALES STAFF
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I don't want to investigate
those feelings that leave me
flat on my back

staring at the ceiling.

I have no desire

When the white men came we had the land and they
had the Bibles; now they have the land and we have

the Bibles. _
; Chief Dan George
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WE HAVE OTHER PROPERTIES AVAILABLE,
PLEASE CALL US FOR BROCHURE AND DETAILS.

to prove my perspective
in the guise of a poem
or a letter to the editor.

Words have become so political
I hate you could mean I hate you.

Goodbyes are in order.
I slip on my coat,

pull down my cap

and wrap my scarf
around my neck twice,
once for luck

and once for something
I could not say.

Louis Sohn

Columbian Cafe
1114 Marine Drive
Astoria, OR 97103

503-325-CAFE (2233)

URIAH HULSEY

Onions
by Louis Sohn

The smell of sauted onions
is deceptive.

The small talk she avoided
sounds small.

Tomorrow we all may wish
to live a different life,

but it's too late.

No one is making change
at this late hour.

No one is serving drinks
or passing the pipe.

Her name is not her name,
she gave it back long ago.

He stands over the stove,

the sound of onions cooking
almost drowns out her absence.
Simmering tomatoes and herbs
soothe his damaged heart.

Occasionally he slowly stirs
what's left of his life.
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Tsunami Trent's Tiny Bookstop

Quality Pre-Read Books in the alcove at
QOcean Side Espresso

PO. Box 217
Oceanside, OR 97134, US.A.
(503) 842-3192

Man is demolishing nature... We are killing things
that keep us alive.

Thor Heyerdahl
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» Cryslals & Jeweiry

« Tobacco & Pipes

» Herbal Smoking Mixiures

GRATEFUL DEAD « Essential Oits & Incense
HEADQUARTERS + Beads
« Posters

Mon. - Sat 11 am - 8 pm
Sun 11 am-7pm

232-3EYE

3050 S.E. Hawthorne Bivd. * Portland, OR 97214
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RECORDS

TAPES
ETC

1023 BROADWAY SEASIDE OR 97138
OPEN ¥ DAYS A WEEK T3I8-42H6

Useo
RBooks

INN
1927 SW

JEFFERSON
228-7010

Cafe’ trs. Mon.- Sat-, Bomt -bpm - Sun. (0am -bpe

(Oth St exit- off 1-205, left fo Willametie,
right on Willametie Falls Dr., g0 /4 mile ,
$urn rignt immediately before the
bridge onto Dellar strect.

Willamet+te Area,West Linn «656-7199

The faith in which I was brought up assured me that
I was better than other peole; 1 was saved, they
were dammed....Our hymns were loaded with
arrogance - seflcongratulation on how cozy we were
with the Almighty and what a high opinion he had
of us, what hell everybody else would catch come

Judgement Day.
Robert Heinlein
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aﬁ “Top-drawer eats”

The Oregonian

Absolutely delicious homemade soups and sandwiches
Freshly baked desserts and Torrefazione Italia Coffee




