waiting for the return of their land above
Bonneville, the tribes accepted a lump sum
payment and moved to reservations off the
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was more than just a monumental feat of
engineering, a 20-story concrete testament
to what humans can accomplish if they put
their minds and muscle to it. Bonneville Dam
was the bootstrap the Northwest used to haul
itself out of the Great Depression. Bonneville
Dam was about power and, without it,
Portland would be a small town in western
Appalachia. The Columbia was a source of
free energy. It was the River People who
paid the price.

We need to bear in mind that, when Lewis
& Clark discovered the River of the West in
1804, the River People had been flourishing
for 10,000 years. What their federal
surveying party surveyed was settled land,
the banks of the Columbia lined with villages
and ancient fishing sites of a civilization
that stretched from the Rocky Mountains to
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the Gay Film Festival Galore.

the sea. To their credit, Lewis & Clark URSULA ULRICH
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advanced native culture on the continent. PO.Box 687 s RIA

Within ten years, 90% of it was gone, quietly
massacred by emmigrant borne disease.
What followed was a century of relentless
theft and genocide. The people who fed
Lewis & Clark were in the way and, when
they wouldn't move, our government made
war on them. Their resistance was such that
the pre-Civil War army was nearly entirely
devoted to beating them into submission. By
1885, it was all over. In that year, the U.S.
Government signed treaties with the five .
recognized river tribes. The treaties
guaranteed their rights to fish on the river
for "as long as the grass grows and the river
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runs." There was no escape clause covering — -
hydroelectric projects. " B
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murder went on. The tracks of the Northern @'Gﬂ[ery workshops.

Pacific Railroad are built, literally, on the
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exist, the land would revert to the
stockholders.  Systematic slaughter is the
only term to describe the next part of the
business plan. As a young and angry
Yakama put it to me once; "You've got
pictures of the Holocaust. We've got pictures
of buckboards filled with dead Indians. Men, /—
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