
f t

A n n o u n c in g  t h e  O p e n in g  o f :

Dear Uncle Mike,
What do you think happens when you die?

Erin R., Portland

Dear Erin,
Not much, if you listen to some people. Uncle 

Mike doesn’t. Uncle Mike is a closet 
quantum physicist and, having seen no evidence 
of death in the physical world, sees

no reason to buy into the notion of grim reapers. No, Uncle Mike is not a nitwit. He knows full well 
that, one sunny day, he'll drop in his tracks like a pole-axed steer. Uncle Mike doesn't see this as death. 
He sees this as recycling.

When pondering the Great Beyond and our place in it, Erin, you never want to forget the conservation 
of mass/energy. In the big picture (a universe that's both closed and unbounded), nothing is lost and 
nothing is gained. Physical systems (our bodies among them) deteriorate and lose integrity, their little 
quantum components cease to work in concert and go their separate ways. Uncle Mike can't bring 
himself to see this as tragedy.

Here's the real question: when we say "I", what do we mean? Is there something about us that isn't 
our body? Something that's in the world but not of it? Of the many ways to frame this question, Uncle 
Mike's favorite is von Neumann's Chain.

John von Neumann invented the logic behind the stored program computer, which is to say the 
computer as we know it. A quantum physicist of the first rank, he also coinvented cybernetics and game 
theory and wrote the text often referred to as 'the quantum Bible'. One day, John von Neumann set out to 
find where the universe comes from; to answer the question, why is there anything?

It's by no means an idle question. Quantum Physics, the most successful idea in the history of 
science, rests on the quantum effect. Simply put, the physical world manifests itself in discrete bits: the 
quanta. The photon, electron, proton, neutron and neutrino combine to form all that is and their 
interactions as the forces of nature. The universe arises from difference. Von Neumann's question was, 
where does difference arise? Why is there a universe?

The equations of quantum physics make several things very clear. Among them is this; observed 
reality, that which is, is an insignificant fraction of all that might have been. The universe of our 
perceptions is a thin foam of object/events on the surface of a limitless sea of unmanifest probabilities.
At any point in space/time, a vast array of possible realities exist, some of them more likely than others.

In order for there to be anything, all possible somethings but the one that's there must somehow 
disappear, the likelihood of their occurrence reduced to zero by some statistical deus ex machina: the god, 
or the ghost, in the machine. Quantum physics calls this event (the birth of the universe on a point 
scale) the collapse of probabilities. Von Neumann's question was this: What triggers the collapse of 
what might be into what is? What is it that makes something of nothing?

To find out, von Neumann built a mental schematic of quantum reality now called von Neumann's 
Chain. The chain consists of three links; a source, a signal, and a receiver. Von Neumann could imagine 
no simpler system since, if you remove any of these links, nothing in the way of observed reality can 
occur. The trouble is, there's nothing unique about the links. At bottom, they’re made of the same 
unmanifest probabilities (von Neuman called it 'quantum stuff) as everything else. At the level of deep 
reality (the potential world behind this one), source, signal, and receiver are one.

Bear with Uncle Mike, Erin, there really is a point to all this.
Try as he might, von Neumann could find no preferred, or even possible site on the quantum chain for 

the collapse of probabilities to occur. With the source? Just probabilities. With the signal? More of 
the same. The receiver (observer)? Not even there. Nowhere in observable reality is there a place for 
difference to arise. And, without difference, the distinction between one thing and another, nothing exists 
but the unbroken sameness of 'no thing'.

What von Neumann concluded from this is pretty interesting stuff: whatever it is that collapses 
unmanifest possibility into the universe we perceive, it is not and cannot be part of observable reality.
Not just observed reality, but observable reality. Whatever transforms what might be into what is, it 
isn't part of what is. When the man who invented quantum logic asked himself what, if anything, lies 
outside the perceptual universe, he could think of only one thing: Consciousness.

Okay, Erin, we're nearly there.
If we go with von Neumann's conclusion (and, try as it might, current theory has found no way around 

it), then the universe arises from, and is the creation of, conciousness. It stands to reason that, in order 
for the universe to exist fully (as, by the way, a four-dimensional hypersphere), its probabilities must be 
collapsed into reality at every point in space/time. This means that, in order to come into being, the 
universe must be at all points conscious.

Which brings us back to death. Or, more correctly, to Uncle Mike's definition of the personal 
pronoun 'I'. To Uncle Mike, we're all point conscious perspectives: unique vantage points of an endless 
act of creation. If one of these perspectives (yours, for instance) were to disappear (where to, God only 
knows), some portion of the universal geometry would cease to exist and the entire framework of 
space/time would collapse.

So, Erin, what happens when we die? We die. But death? No disrespect to priests and undertakers, but 
the equations just don't allow for it.
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KAYAKING ENHANCES LIVES 
ART SAVES LIVES
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LICENSED m a s s a g e  THERAPY
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Christina Stanley RN, 1BCLC 
Lactation Consultant 

Breast Feeding Assistance

Medela Breast Pump 
Rental Station

P.O. Box 201 
179 Coolidge
Cannon Beach, OR 97110 (503)436-0161

EAT
MORE

COOKIES
Ornamon Rots. 

Pizza tzy lha Saca. 
Muffin«. Espresso, 

and Cook**

239 N. HEMLOCK 
Ph. 439-2932

Elita Brand 92% Cotton, 8% Lycra bras, panties 
& bodysuits. In black, white and undyed cotton.
Allison Rhea 
lace trim
31 scents o f  
our lotion 
Bring your 
a discountl

thea  cotton nightgowns with Battenburg 
. In short and long styles.
i o f  perfum e oil - also used to  scent 
, barh ft shower gel and massage oil.
■ bottle back for a refill and youT get

Kama Sutra  sensual massage and body products.

I f  y o u  haven 't v is ited  us lately, you 're missing a  lot!!

Sometimes A Great Lotion
239 M. Hemlock #3 « Cannon Beach » 436-0129 JJ

Acupuncture — Chinese Herbs — Massage

Bob Rice L.Ac.

P.O. Box 193 
Cannon Beach, OR 
97110 
436-1911

Regret for the things we did can be tempered 
by time; it is regret for the things we did 
not do that is inconsolable.

, Sydney J. Harris
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I'm not a vegitarian because I love animals; 
I'm a vegitarian because I hate plants.

A. Whitney Brown

Shtick̂
Cannon Ucach

In  Coaster Th eater C o u rty ard

Established 1977

Featuring NotlhwcM. California 
& Imponed Wines

Collector Wines From 1875 
Through Currcnl Vintages

Featuring Over 1000 Wines 
Wine Racks. Glasses &

Wine Related Items

W ine Tasting
Every S aturday A lle rnoon  

1 -5  P M
Different Wines 

From Around The World 
Each Week

Open 11 AM 5 PM - Closed Tues

436-1100
124 N Hemlock

PO. Box 652. Cannon Beach OR 97110

C A S C A D E
A ID S

P R O J E C T

I CLATSOP COUNTY W OMEN S CRISIS SERVICE 
325-5735 
XNtp-mr.

Laurels
Cannon

Beach
Wine Shop

2*3  N . Hemlock 
(5 0 3 )  4 3 9 -1 *9 *

H O P E  L . H A R R IS

L IC E N S E D
M A S S A G E

T H E R A P IS T

503/ 325 -2523

fine jewelry^

¿ S E

custom designing 
quality handmade jeuielry

SANDPIPER SQUARE - UPSTAIRS 
PO Box 101 •  Cannon Beach. OR 97110 •  503/436-1494
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[<  CBAC Offers:

* Free Weights
* Aerobic Classes 
»Bikes
* Treadmills

Drop in rates available 
503-436-1515

Cannon Beach 
Athletic Club

171 Sunset Blvd.

Let CBAC be your Athletic Club 
away from home.

Come visit our exiting new facility.


