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on the beach? Surfing, a little snorkeling, maybe wade in
a tide pool or two? Is that what you're planning, gentle ;
reader?
well, just when you thought it was safe to go back
into the water, here comes Richard Ellis with Monsters
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LZOMANCE; N YOUR LIFE_' of the Sea [Alfred A. Knopf; 1994; $30 . . . and worth
: it] which just might scare you right back onto the shore
The Moby Dick Hotel and Oyster Farm again.
on Willapa Bay Ellis, a world-class marine artist, here takes a com-
Nahcotta, Washington prehensive look at reports of the Great Sea Serpent

and other aquatic unknowns that have been reported
since time immemorial.

His opening chapters cover "a Variety of Scaled,
Serpentine, Anthropophagous and Otherwise Terrifying
Creatures" said by seafaring men and others to inhabit
the waters of "the Seven Seas and Elsewhere." | sus-
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forgotten that breath-taking battle with giant squid,
one of the finest monsters ever crafted by Hollywood's
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While no squid attacks have been officially register-
ed along the Oregon coast, the squid are there, we do
lose swimmers from time to time and who is to say one
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apparently live comfortably in the oceans that cover
60% of earth's surface.

One chapter, Blobs and Globsters, looks at stran-
dings of giant masses of flesh [estimated weights of
several tons] which apparently are from some of those
unknown sea animals. The 'official' scientific line is that
these huge fleshy masses were somehow detached from
whales but neither their appearance nor the few
laboratory tests seem to justify such an identification.
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The oceans of our world are wide and deep. Even
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