
Mid, "to »peek of many thing»

O rig in a l n o r th  co a s t people gobbled a 
gou rm and s  sea food  b u f fe t  here a t The 
Edge Deer, w i ld  b e rr ie s , and seasonal 
v is i ta t io n s  by the  S a lm on People fa tte n e d  
th e ir  b e l l ie s  and w a rm ed  th e ir  h e a rts  
S h e lled  c re a tu re s  p ro v id e d  the  co n s ta n t 
p ro te in  s ta p le  Take a v is i t  to  the  k itc h e n  
m iddens a t th e ir  a n c ie n t d w e ll in g  s ite s  
V e r ita b le  m o u n ta in s  o f s h e ll s to c k  a t te s t  
to  th e ir  savou r o f a w id e  range of 
b iv a lv e s , lim p e ts ,  and w h e lk s  They knew 

a good m ea l, I t e l l  you
The f in e s t  food  f le s h  in  our s e c t io n  o f 

C re a tio n , a t le a s t to  the  P ro fe s s o r s 
w e ll-e x e rc is e d  ta s te  buds, is  the  tende r 
body o f a fre s h  ra z o r  c la m  w h iske d  
b r is k ly  th ro ugh  a pan o f sm ok ing  ho t o i l 
Ahhhh The m ere  th o u g h t sends a s t r in g  o f 

d roo l dow n one cheek For sheer ch e w in g  
p leasu re . I'd  back a ra z o r c la m  or abalone 
a g a in s t the  te n d e re s t 12 oz , co rn fe d , Iow a 
f i l l e t  m ignon

R azors and o th e r de fe n se le ss  
c re a tu re s  have no t a lw a y s  fa re d  w e ll a t 
the  Edge The bod ies  o f ra re  tu f te d  
p u f f in s  de co ra te d  an e a r ly  1900's Rose 
F e s t iv a l f lo a t  fro m  our ow n  n o r th  coas t 
P itc h fo rk s  h a rv e s te d  f a l l  runs o f Chinook 
sa lm on  s ta cke d  in to  h o rs e -d ra w n  wagons 
Rum ors o f e a r ly  c la m  h a rv e s ts  by 
b u lld o z e r on Cannon Beach p e rs is t ,  bu t I 
ca n 't d is c o u n t o r v e r i f y  those  s to r ie s  
Even now , w e a tta c k  ra z o r c la m s  w i th  
c la m  "guns" and sh o ve ls  The poor dears 
re m in d  me o f "Schm oos," those  c a rto o n  
c h a ra c te rs  fro m  e a r ly  L 'l l  Abner co m ic  
s t r ip s  ‘ S chm oos,’  l ik e  ra z o rs , w e re  
s u c c u le n t, n o n -a g g re ss ive , u n -p ro te c te d , 
p reyed upon, and th re a te n e d  - -  l i t t l e  
bone less c h ic k e n -b re a s t f ig u re s  w i th  

eyes and legs
Razor c la m s  a re  p r o l i f i c  b reeders , 

p u llu la tin g  in clam  bode w ith  glorioue  
abandon T h e ir  p o p u la tio n s , how eve r, are 

ground dow n by a long s la te  o f ravenous 
p re d a to rs  ocean c rabs , man, g u lls ,  and 
o th e rs  V iru s e s  have d e c im a te d  re c e n t 
g e n e ra tio n s  A c c u m u la tio n s  o f pum ice  on 
o ffs h o re  ba rs  fo l lo w in g  the  e ru p tio n  o f 
Mt 5 t  Helens made the  seed ing  o f c la m  
spaw n, o r "s p a t,"  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  many 

re c e n t seasons
A s m a ll c lu tc h  o f lo ca l c lam  

d e sp e ra te s , in c lu d in g  your P ro fe s s o r, have 
s lip p e d  ove r th e  C o lum b ia  R ive r d u r in g  
Oregon s c la m  c lo s u re s  to  the  so u th e rn  
beaches o f our s is te r - s ta te ,  W ash ing ton  
Dom oic ac id , p o te n t ia l ly  to x ic  to  hum ans, 
appears In W ash ing ton  c la m s  in  fe w e r  
p a r ts  pe r m i l l io n  than in  Oregon, 
a cco rd in g  to  s ta te  re p o r ts  W ash ing ton  
F ish  and Game re g u la te s  seasons and 
charges h a rv e s t fe e s  th ro ugh  lic e n s in g

T h is  m o rn in g  the  Oregon D epa rtm en t o f 
F ish  and W ild l i fe  announced a ra z o r c la m  
season opening on Novem ber 1st S evera l 
yea rs  have passed s in ce  ra z o r  c lam  
h a rv e s t o ccu rre d  on n o rth e rn  Oregon 
beaches T h is  seem s an a p p ro p ria te  t im e  
to  assess re so u rce  v ia b i l i t y  and num bers

Razor c la m  re g u la t io n  in  Oregon has 
h is to r ic a l ly  been p r a c t ic a l ly  nfi 
re g u la t io n  A re s id e n t o r n o n -re s id e n t 
s p o rt d ig g e r co u ld  take  home 24  c la m s  per 
day, re g a rd le s s  o f s ize , day a f te r  day, t id e  
a f te r  t id e  C lo su re s  o ccu rre d  on C la tso p  
beaches n o rth  o f T illa m o o k  Head d u rin g  
sum m er m on ths  on ly  C o m m erc ia l d ig g e rs  

cou ld  hau l o f f  an u n lim ited  num ber o f 
c la m s  to  s e ll to  sea food  buye rs  o r sneak

in to  home fre e z e rs  fo r  persona l use
I b e lie v e  now is  the  t im e  fo r  Oregon to  

a d ju s t c la m  p o lic y  and adopt re g u la t io n s  
c lo s e r to  those in  W ash ing ton S ta te , to  

in c lude
1 L im ite d  seasons W ash ing ton a llo w s  
d ig g in g  on ly  d u rin g  a one m on th  f a l l  and 
s p r in g  season, on odd-num bered days, 
n ig h t t id e s  on ly  in  f a l l ,  m o rn ing  t id e s  on ly  
in  s p r in g tim e

2 No commercial harvesting
3 12-15 d a m  l im i t  per day
4 S m a ll lice n se  fee  charged to  d e fra y  
co s t o f e n fo rcem en t

S h o rt-s ig h te d n e s s  and greed 
c h a ra c te r iz e  our approach to  n a tu ra l 
re so u rce s  in  th is  s ta te  i f  Oregon fa i ls  to  
c u r ta i l  e xce ss ive  h a rve s t l im i t s  and 
leng thy  seasons, our c h ild re n  and 
g ra n d c h ild re n  m ay never ta s te  a fre s h  
ra z o r c la m  f r i t t e r  The n o tio n  b r in g s  me 

c lo se  to  te a rs
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MIKE S BIKE SHOP

I f  a fter I depart this vale, yaa ever 
re a e a b e r ae aadl bare ibaagbl la 
please a y  abort. forgive n i t e r
aad w iak year eye at Mate h e ae ly  g ir l

H L Meackea

& t s l  > RES SO
• FEATURING STARBUCKS COFFEE
• WIDE SELECTION OF MAC; AZIN I S
• HEALTHFUL SNACKS

HOURS
EVERYDAY 8:00-4:00

368-7450
500 LANEDA AVE.

P O BOX 698 
MANZANITA, OR 97130
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