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Dear U ndo  M ike
M y tu rn  and uncle whom I hard ly  

know are celebrating th e ir  V )lh  wedding  
a n n iv e rs a ry  n e it  month They live an hour s drive away and our relationship  is 
lim ited to Christmas and b irthday cards The few u s e s  I ve seen them as an adult 
they ve been aloof to both me and my husband Are we obliged to go7 Do we have to 
lake a g ift?  My husband says we should but I say w hy be p h o n y 7 What do you th in k  7 

M ary R Portland

Dear M ary
The firs t th in g  you should do is slop confusing Uncle M ike w ith Ann landers  At the 

risk o f startling  you M ary there are real problems in the world to say noth ing of 
in teresting  questions To say your concerns fa ll short of the mark is to h ilariously  
understate the case This said we press on

Should you honor your aunt and uncle on th e ir  50th wedding a n n iv e rs a ry 7 To 
answ er this. Uncle Mike must firs t know if  you were raised by weasels I f  not your 
dilem m a disappears Uncle M ike refuses even to discuss w h eth er you should b rin g  a 
g in

Dear Uncle M ike
1 ve got a guy problem You re a guy so maybe you can help I m 28 single and have 

a great boyfriend  N either of us has much money but every  time we go out Peter 
insists on paying It s not some lame paternal tr ip  In  every  o ther way he treats me 
like  an equal He even let me push the car once when the battery was dead Why can t 
I pick up a beer tab7 Any ideas?

Jill w Lincoln City

Dear Jill
Uncle M ike s firs t idea is that you and he should d rin k  beer soon Uncle Mike s 

second idea is that you m ight be conhising cash flow w ith  seiual politics This can be a 
nasty mistake

Uncle M ike loves to hear of young swains bearing  gifts o f food en terta inm ent, and 
beer to the women they love As long as they don I im agine they re buying  or leasing  
som ething it is when you stop to th in k  about it a nice th in g  for them to do What true  
fr ie n d  would discourage acts of generosity7

Uncle M ike applauds your sense of fairness and recognizes the im portance of your 
p a rtn e r lea rn in g  to receive beer as w ell as give it But. as anyone in the barter 
economy or a successful re lationship  w ill tell you g iv in g  takes many forms Judging 
from  w hat you cite as the only problem in the re lationship . Uncle M ike would bet that 
you give as much as you g e t - - perhaps w ithout know ing it Men are fu n n y  I f  yours 
wants to pick up the check practice your thank yous Pick the r ig h t moment look him  
in the eye and tell him  how glad you are he s your frien d

Dear Uncle M ike.
M y problem is my husband A fte r 16 years of m arriage suddenly he wants to spend 

lim e w ith the boys P laying poker shooting pool and d r in k in g  beer He says he 
deserves it I say his place is home w ith  his fam ily  We have a 15 year old daughter 
Being a man you 11 probably take his side

DonnaT M cM in n v ille
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Dear Donna
Perhaps w ithout m eaning to you ve h u rt Uncle M ike s feelings Being nearly  seven 

in dog years Uncle M ike has seen enough of both seies to shatter w hatever loyalties or 
biases he m ight have suffered as a youth He would do vo lunteer w ork for the OCA 
before siding against anyone on the basis o f gender, even you Sadly, at least in your 
case the sword of fairness cuts both ways

Your problem stems from  your being a neurotic control freak  getting even w ith  the 
universe fo r not g iv in g  you a life  Rather than con fron t your own tawdry insecur«Lt 
and grudges you shooae to make your husband s life  as miserable as your own by what 
amounts to grounding him  Such spousal abuse has n o th ing  to do w ith  gender The 
world is filled  w ith  men stupid enough to believe that a ll the little  woman needs is him  
the kids and the big screen

Let the poor w retch out to play What s the worst that can h appen7 He has fu n 7 
From the sound of th ings you could use a n ig h t out yourse lf Why not go to your 
m other s and w h ine about th ings Tell your husband Uncle M ike advises he e ith e r  
d rin k  beer or  shoot pool The on ly  sight more pathetic than a pool p layer w ith  
im paired vision is a poker p layer d runk  enough to raise on a pair
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