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Politics is the Art
of

Editorial
Now & Then

Each month it is possible that v e  w ill fa il to 
fin ish  the Edge on time or vo n  l have the money 
to p r in t Each election it is possible that the folks 
v e  vole fo r and the ballot measures we support 
w ill lose For years we voted fo r folks who just 
couldn t w in

The polls te ll us Measure 13 could possibly w in  
that the Republicans w ill possibly w in  the  
Senate and the House Polls have told us a lot of 
th ings that turned out w rong But w hat our 
headline rea lly  means is that politics can on ly  do
the possible not the impossible tike make 
e v e ry th in g  perfect And the a rt is to fin d  out 
w hat it is possible to do at any given lim e I I  is 
possible that we can do a lot to im prove our 
country  State county and Cities It  is possible
that we w ill fa il and h u rt ourselves badly I f  we 
fa il to vote we have failed as citizens and
neighbors

So folks let s lake u  from  the top You knew  
you would have to deal w ith  it sooner or la ter so 
here we go Ballot Measure tim e" We w ill try  to 
make this as painless as possible We know it w ill 
be tough but dammit democracy isn t easy or 
pretty  so do your duty and we can get th rough  
this w ith  a m in im um  of damage

S trangely  enough the Ballot Measures begin  
w ith
• 3  YES It is a housekeeping measure that 
changes deadlines fo r f i l l in g  vacancies at 
General Election bipartisan support Me Cast 
• 4  YES Creates a vacancy i f  a State le g is la to r is 
convicted of a Felony (D u h 1) Me Cast 
• 3  MO Bars New or Increased Taxes w ithout 
Voter approval Coat l l  73 m i l l io n  p e r  
y e a r  Sounds good we get to vote on how much 
we pay but it is a simplistic solution We are a 
representative form  of governm ent we elect 
guys to do th is We would be taxed by popu larity  
polls No thanks
•A  MO Candidates may use on ly  contributions  
from  district residents Cost $ 1 0 0 .0 0 0  p e r  
y e a r  Again simplistic solution to a serious 
problem PACs T ry  again
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• 7  MO Amenda Constitution Guarantees 

Equal Protection Lists Prohibited Grounds of 
Discrim ination Mo Cast W hat7 Are we against 
equal p ro tection7 No we are against incomplete 
lists Oregon has the strongest protection in the 
country against'd iscrim ination This amendment 
weakens not strenthens the Constitution of 
Oregon
• 1  MO Public Employees pay part of salary for 
pension Cast R e d u c tio n  o f  $ 2 3 2  m il l io n
p a r  y e a r  This is a Constitutional Amendment 
dealing w ith  employee pensions What s next a 
description o f lam tors duties7 This is a 
collective barg a in in g  problem best le ft to the 
Unions and the Employers our representatives
We pay people to do this and i f  we don t like how 
they do the job we vote them out we don t take
on the iob ourselves This is a bad example of 
Legislation by In itia tiv e  w h ich  is causing us to 
vote on so many questions
• 9  YES Adopts contribution and spending  
lim its o ther finance  law changes Cost, o n e  
l im o  o xp o n so  f o r  c h a n g e s . $ 1 1 3  008  
re v e n u e  in c re a s e  $2 I m i l l io n  p e r  y e a r  
This is a long legal document that is a gyod 
eiam ple  of the use of the In itia tiv e  process used 
to restra in  our politicians I I  w ill allow poor folks 
to be elected to o ffic e 1 T h in k  o f i t 1 Someone 
representing  the m ajority  fo r a change1
*  10 MO Legislature cannot reduce voter 
approved sentence w ithout a 2 /3  vote No Coat. 
A nother attempt to do the |ob that is not being  
done by the folks we elected (T h in k  about it ) 
There is a place to solve that problem on another 
part o f your ballot
• 1 1  MO Mandi lo ry  sentences Cost $ 4 6 1 8  
m il l io n  o v e r  f iv e  y e a rs  M anditory almost 
an y th in g  rubs us the w rong way The House of 
Umoja who knows more about crim e prevention  
that any Judge Police O fficer. Probation O fficer, 
or anyone else you can name is against it and so 
are we
•  1Z MO Repeals p re v a ilin g  wage rale

req u irem en t fo r w orkers on public works Cost, 
s a v in g s  o f  $ 9 2 .0 0 0  a n n u a l ly  Again
M icro m anagem ent by the voters
•  13 MO Amends Constitution G overnm ent 
cannot approve create classifications based on 
Homosexuality Me Coat Bastard son of 9" from  
the Oh C hrist A gain  folks We don t care i f  you 
w orship false gods, don t pay property  tales and 
refuse to work on Sunday You have your God 
on our money and in  the pledge of alleg iance to 
our flag but now you w ant io come in the  
bedroom It  is to laugh The on ly  cool th in g  
about the OCA is that they b rin g  out the tru ly  
w onderfu l folks from  the Special Rightousness 
Committee the best reading in  the Oregon Voter 
Pam phlet two elections ru n n in g '
• 1 4  YES Amends Chemical process m in in g  
laws ads requirem ents, proh ib itions standards 
fees Cast, p o te n t ia l  in c r e a s e  a f  r e v e n u e s  
$2 m i lh a n  a n n u a l ly  We have the toughest
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BASEBALL
Baseball What can we say?
The Cy Youngs have been awarded, 
the MVPs et at But what do they 
mean? This w il l  always be the 
year that Baseball failed the fans

The Moby Dick Hotel and < >yst«*r I «inn
on Willapa Hoy 

Nahcntta, Washington
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or for that mattnr any yntaway 
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