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"l have fished here forever, through my
ancestors,* says Margaret Palmer, the Yakama
trbal member who has headed the protection
Mmdmgommmo!hor

le al "The Pom!®, a spintual cultural
wudsucndm located on the
Columbia River in Washimgton State “This
where fish come to give up their spirits [t s
sacred *

Knowa in the Native as Nanamnmi
Walki‘aulkit, *The Poml® has used by
fishing people for thousands of ysars Also,
because of its location above the Klickatal bar,
the Point has served as a roosting area

for a co of Eagles that nest a mue or
30 th:mzn:nmhm

Pomnt® s targeted for the development
of 33 ots by the Columbia Gorge [nvestors
Linited Partnership, whose representative 1o
Henry ncer Phone, water, sewer, and
electic

Spencer humxedthuhehﬁ followed the
roper procedures far acqunng the acreage
Elwnnmmmemmmmc and
County Commissoners and there were no
objections * But a Cultural Committee member
of the Yakama Nation says, “The Nation &5 not

in t with Spencer’s terms *
ﬂnwbnmwmr

mum SiX agences
pnfglmg %‘m’;&m‘nm Naton
and State Archeo all responded with

comments 1o the effect that there were
archeo cultural, and wikdlife resources
there, inc two layers of Indian bunal
sites and remnants of the historx Lyle perod
They commented that the p
development would have tially negative
effects n these resources

At a May 13, 1995 Klckitat County
environmental review committee meeting,
with staff members in attendance as well as
members of the Yakama Nation, Chief Johnny
Jackson, Khckital Cascade, did state that Lyle
Pomt 15 a sacred historcal butal site Vet a
Declamtion of Non- ce was lssued by
the Khclatat County mg Department

The Yakama Nation challenged the
development n Pederal Court as a violation of
their Treaty of 1855 Pederal Judge Alan
McDonald i a ruling March 24th, 1994,
accepted the Yalkama treaty rghts case at the
Federal level stating that *This court
considers the plaintiffs’ fedemal clatms o be
substantal in nabure and mport * A Pederal
Court date of March 1995 has been set for the
tral

The Yakama Naton's request for a

lemporary njunction to halt the

deve nt was not M’Tﬁh

bec the deve r opermbtions at
the sné. tn’:nu e cer free

to resume de mg the site, McDonald
et in be known that “this Court's equitable
powers are broad, indeed, exten as far as
ordermg demolition of any houses dto
umpair the exercise of plamtffs’
treaty protected s, reopening any roads,
and provading enl space necessary for
the sxercise of historxcal nghts *

Seatlle attomey Grant Deginger,

representing Spencer, successfully argued that
peaple not entitled to the trbal fishing
easement are This dened access
to the contasted to all but members of the
Yakama Nation of Washington and the Warm
Springs Naton of Oregon

To protect her fishing scaffokds, Margaret
Palmer started an en t on September
27, 1993, with the Ight of a “sacred fure * The
fire was to burn for as bong as the ocoupation
continued “The Point® was ocagpied by both

Indan and :;::-lndnn until of
1994 when Spencer, clumimng fire ad
deputies extingush the sacred fire, which was

found buming unattended

Also removed at sbout the same time were
a nghouse, sweat lodge, and shelters around
the sweat e and the now extinguished
sacred fire efr remnants were found,

pnrhm:med, m a "no dunpmng”® site

Kl County Shenff Jim Qleason says
that on July 13 Spencer asked that non Indans
and some visiting Native Amerxcans from the
Shoshone Reservation in Idaho be asked to
leave  “Those he's allowed to be there are not
mued to mvite others to trespass * Gleason

Yakama Tribal Councilor Bill Yaluyp Sr
quoted m the Dalles Chronicle on August S,
says “Spencer has a nght to remove
non Yakamas, so to speak * He went on to say

that “they'd actually be violating his property

rghts by We don't want 1o be a
part of that * But h saxd that Yalkyp
noted that the Council ayports an
encampment by Yakamas

Yalky sad further that trbal elders are
displeased with the “mterference of
non Indwns and non Yakamas* m the
encampment Yakama trdal council
representatives would go down to the
encampment and find non Indans m
and the sacred fire not betng attended
Yakamas

Margaret Palmer and Cheef John
welcomed s.gon from whoever o
con tribute ®f Johnny Jackson that
this i more than pst “The Pom‘,?z:d
msue, or a trbal issue  "This i3 a global 1msue
and we must mcorporate it mto the bigger
pic ture *

Though both Margaret and Chaef Johnny
Jackson consistently bring up the issue of the
area bemng a state historcal site, to the
Yakama Council the =sue is strctly one

Jac kson

L UCR LEFT EDGE OCTOBER 1994

S B e AN e e s e e e o o

of tbal access w Nshing In “"usual and
accustomed® fishmg siles

Por the week end of August 27, Margaret,
Cheef Johnny and the Lyle Point Albance
announced that they would begin the process
of resugrecting the encampment after the

roper prayers and dedicalion ceremonies

Q‘hclr mientions were 0 reconstiuct the tepee
village, relight the sacred fire, and begm to
rebutld the sweatiodge and longhouse
Creenpeace’'s portable solarelecuy genemtor,
Cyrus, was to be on hand to showcase clean
eectx power which @ not produced by the
salmon destroying dams of the Columbia

Elciktat County Shenff Jun Gleason saxd
that deputies would be on hand, allowing only
membery of the Yakama and Warm Springs
trbes onto the prope

Trbal members and their invited fuests
viewsd this action as a threat to thewr civil
nghts becase they were not allowed W0
practce thewr relgon Protestors say they are
gomg m, or gomg Lo jaul

Saturday, August Z7, brought four arrests.
and a skumeh between shentf's deputes and
non-trbal protestors, both sides cluming that
they were assaulted Shent! Gleason clamms
that protesters were only armested after they
had been told “15 to 20 tmes*® what the
consequences woukd be

Over the week end law enforcement
officers from 10 agences, inchading the jpoint
Wasco County Shent!f City of the Dalles Polce
SERT team were called to secure the amrest of
24 protestors

All but one of those armested were
non-lndians Ronald True, an Alaskan Haxda
amved from Portland, Oregon with two frends
10 attend the relgous ceremonies and sypport
the encampment Fnding the road biocked,
they walked a short distance and soon
encountered a Yakama tribal policeman who
escorted them m his vehcle to where shenff
offcers were stationed Havmg questions to
ask the Shenf, the tro spproached him, and
were immediately arrested for trespassmg

One of those who accompanied Ron True to
“The Pomt" says that the Trbal officer went
out of his way to debver them to Shenif
Gleason, and that they recetved no wamimg
abaut the no trespassimg 2one Many of those
arrested al the main gate assert thal they
were enticed over the line and that the
officers who were present treated the whole
affair like a ke

According to Trout Lake resident Steve
White he had been invited by members of the
Yakama Indian Nation to cbserve the sputual
ceremony and take part in a peaceful protest
Having no mtention of crosasing the property
barmmer, he nonetheless found himaelf
amesied as was ks |7 year old son

Some local resyients expressed outmge at
the magnitude of police respon=e, both n
lerms of manpower and the expense mvolved,
to patrol a peaceful protest  Shend! Gleason
made the usual claim that his office heard
rumors that weapons might be mvolved i the
protest

Jerry "Doc” Derker, a paralegal for Shawn
Newman, an attorney hired by local trbal
members o represent them and thetr
non-trbal syporters, fied charges with the
US Justce Department the second week of
September The complamnt was filed in his
capacity of research and investigations
director of Media lsland International an
Olympia based watchdog group

And the charges go way beyond “conspiracy
to violate the civil nghts of persons under
Freedom of Religion, Press, Speech and
Assocabion ®, or the use of excessive force

In a cnuminal complaint to the Civil Rights
Division of the US Department of Justice,
Dwerker also charges “Racial Hate Crime
destructon, theft, and burning of tepees and
Native Amerncan Long House
used for relious ceremonies and Treaty
Rghts puposes * Dierker asserted that,
though Chef Johnny Jackson and others
reported the crume immediately to Shenff
Gleason, no action has as yet been taken by
Klckitat County officials

"The bnghouse and sweatlodge are sacred
They are our church * says Chef Johnny
Jackson “We go mto it to cleanse ourselves
not just to sweal and relax * Warren Spencer,
another trbal fisherman and no relation to
Henry Spencer, likens the sweatlodge
destruction to the desecration of a church

If otficials determmne a volation possbly
occuwrred, the Pederal Bures of [nvestigation
will be asked 1o Investigate

For now Henry Spencer s m control of
“The Point * At least until March of 1995 His
word, particularly with the sugport of the
Yakama Tribal Council and Shenff Gleason, 19
law

But much has yet to be determined
been found that two northwest cormers,
hundreds of feet spart, have been
for the townahip of Lyl the fust m 1896 and
the second in | And there s some
question as to where county property ends
and Henry Spencer’'s begins  And local
conservationtsts and treaty rghts syporters
ruse questions about the county
commissoners’ moves o qpprove homes sites
within 100 feet of the Cohunbia, an apparent
volation of Washington state law

CNN had 3 mmutes of the confrontation on
thewr Sunday, August 28, 1994 Headline News
which mn seveml ines  THS had five
minutes on thetr Suday, August 28, 1994, 11 00
PM News All three network TV stations i
Portland, OR, Chaanels 6 8 and 12; had
reporters and camems on the scene on August
28 KIRO TV Channel 7 m Seattls Washmgton
also covered the story

All this exposure has brought so much
atienton to the stuaton that things are
begmaing to happen A number of lawyers
have contacted the sypport group with offers
of "pro bono® asmstance, mchding a Yakama

It has
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Indan lawyer and the Amencan Civil Lbertes
Unon  And the Northwest Coalibon Agamst
Malcious Hamssment 19 interested in

mvestgating the sweatiodge desecration as a

Hate Crune

Margaret Palmer and Chief Johnny Jackson
continue to resist the deve
property al Lyle Pomt, here referred to as
“The Poml*® As Margaret Palmer says, "As
sborgnal people we want 1o exercise our
reserved and mheriied nght, as we know it, to
et Jache, ' Geagramont Wil e

Chef Jackson, in e
Yakama Trbal Council says that we need to
come together now and act as
body of peaple There 13 to be "no more

t of the

t with th

divison, no more [ndan versus non-Indan *

For mformation sbout the resistance
please call or wnte to
Lyl Pomt

PO Box

Lyl Was

(809) 365-5]

4186- 0668
PO Box 800 Licensed & Bonded
lolovana Park, OR 97145 -rnwleqtJ
We don't want nothing but the
Constilution, no mare, no less
Dick Gregory
American Indian
Assoclation of Portland
1827 NE 44th Suite 226
Portland, OR 97213
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eonard Peltier has been in prison for over n

though three appeals by Leonard have disproven the

rovernment 1s¢ against him, the federal courts refuse to
rrant him a ne

in the Spirit of Crazy Horse
March On The US/Canadian Border
A Call for Solidarity—October 17-23

Leor wrd

unified »

[he
march
march
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eighteen yvears Ew

[he Parole Board, last January, turned Leonard

4 ’ 11 L f. i f
ud not come back for anothes ilteen Yo dls

fate 1s now in the hands of the people, for only a strong
ice from the people demanding that the US government

ncy will free him now Leonard is in prison for standing up

r';f

I thus

Erat
of the |
he US government keeps Leonard in prison there exists the

1

of the US government against the people of the First

Ll e

ndh

il

n the US

immg n

land. The policies of genocide against the First Nations

to an end, and we are asking that the US government take
r peace and justice and free Leonard Peltier

for your help in this, not only as a statement of solidarity

| :'I"Jr
'S government suppressing the voice of an activist As

Nations, but also because Leonard's case is

1al activists, labor, human rights, peace, environmental

ng up in the same place as Leonard
Northwest Leonard Peltier Support Network is planning a

rth to the border and Canadian supporters marching

outh to the border We are ¢

Canadian border in October US supporters will be

king endorsements from organizations

publications, and groups. This march on the broder is a part of the

Tntem

vhonal Leonard Peltier Solidanty Week”, October 17-23 1994

If you wish to add your voice to this call for support for Leonard Peltier,
ut the form below and send it back to us. Thank you

pleas:
Name
Addre

l‘.i‘ n«

fill «

_ Contact Person
March On the Border
) NW LPSG Network, PO Box 5464
[acoma, WA 984 15-0464

Phone 06)-38 1108
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