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ro lle rs  sweeping the Peach have a 
ca th a rtic  e ffe c t, scouring rubbish and 
human d e tr itu s  deposited during the 
summer from our sands

4 Kelp Fly propagation and demise 
Those troublesome, elongate re la tive s  of 
the common house f ly  swarm ing the 
beachside are kelp f lie s  Pestiferous and 
logy, these coastal natives besiege late 
summer tanners Their ancestra l manor, 
Tillam ook Lighthouse, teems w ith  these 
beasts Easily sw atted, th e ir a rriva l 
signals summer s end w ithou t question

5 Garden Spider P icnic Just as the 
fa ll season salmon g iIIn e tte rs  once set 
th e ir nets across the Columbia River, so 
the s triped  garden spiders cast th e ir w e irs  
and web across the fa ll a ir, harvesting the 
r ich  bounty of the September insect hatch 
Gorged on gnats, mosquitoes, and flie s , 
the ir gossamer nets g lis te n  in blackberry 
th icke ts  and hedgerows

6 F irs t rams, warm and ten ta tive , 
nudge and waken Chantrelles, Boletes, and 
sundry fungi Please avoid my priva te  
understory haunts, thank you These s ites  
are sacred

7 East Wind /Carpenter Ant Hatch An 
uncontestable seasonal signal l would 
term  the East W ind/Carpenter A nt/G ull 
Feeding Syndrome Typ ica lly , east winds 
stream across the sum m its of the Coast 
Range in early Autumn Dried by the 
W illam ette  Valley heat, these fa ll w inds 
breathe hot against green waves of the 
September sw e ll S p in d rift arcs seaward 
30 to SO feet from wave crests  in 
s ta r t lin g  plumes of sym m etry Borne on 
these winds, carpenter ants and 
dragonflies sw im  through the hot a ir, 
driven to The Edge from  fie ld  and forest 
Look a lo ft High above you gu lls  wheel and 
sp ira l, th e ir w h ite  bodies like  m in iscu le 
ashes w h ir lin g  skyward from  a paper f ire  
Barely d iscern ib le  w ith  the naked eye, 
these gu lls  w i l l  s tu tte r m om entarily , 
snapping a winged ant - -  a sure sign of 
fa l l

8 A re tu rn  to san ity, peace, and 
proportion Those of you who live here 
know what I mean The Professor w i l l  see 
you in the fa ll

Wes Lawson
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