ess From Vashon island

A good day to you, Rey It sure was & pleasure to spend some
fime among the Oregonians, especially with old friends | think
gatherings like The Country Fair, with their implicit emphesis
on the endurance of the extended family (and attendant values)
are my cultural equivalent of 8 religlous retreat It ¢id me
Qood

| recall making s brief mention of my latest pre-occupation
and thought to take this opportunity to expand, expound and
expose myselfa bit There may be something here for every
taste

It all started with the replacement weather seal for & Honde
hatchback, o little piece of hi-tech molded rubber that set me
back around $17 'when | got home 1t was 100 dark to Install the
seal, %0 (for some strange reason) | weighed it before | went to
bed S 1/2o0unces  about $50 8 pound!

(Maybe 1t sctually goes dack 1o apples and bananas The
spples always cost more even though they come from
someplace about & three hour drive from here  or just
upriver in your case So, maybe years of festering about
spples and bananas finally produced the spark that 11t up the
brain cell that prodded me to deposit that seal on the scale )

well, Billy, 1t's just o hoot! | get all these catalogs out and
figure out how much ever ything costs per pound, now And 11 13
surprising what the resl luxuries and real “bargains” are
Like book maetches 10¢ an ounce, or about 85 fires for s
mckel A new Marine Band harmonica, $23 8 pop, works out to
$18071b Another German product s new Mercedes Bere will
run yousround $13 -$14/1b, 1ncluding shipping

The real eye-openers so far though, are my new eyeglass
frames These fine fashion statements, fine hinges and fine
metal earhangers and even finer plastic (plus, mine have
pieces of monofiliament fishiine that hold the lenses up)
retatled ot $119 95 vithout lenses (that's another $40) and
weighed 1n at half an ounce That puts them up there around 4
grand, by the pound | mean FINE hinges' Most of these fancy
Ittle dudes are imported, too  from France, Italy, Japan, etc
How many other imported fashion statements are covered by
Health Insurance ?

But now, for the really boggling part 13 what is cheap! Like
when my local purveyor of “Yestern Family” brands 13 selling
bottom line ice cream for 99¢ a half-gallon, that's lass then
40¢ /1b! (about half the price of cottage cheese) 2%
acidophilus by the 1/2 gallon costs about the same, here
58¢/1b That's also about how much Weyer hasuser i3 paying
for good fir second-growth export grade saw logs  sbout
$1100/thousand board feet  They must be getting about
60¢/1b from our Asian trading partners for those lovely
sticks . pity

0K, 30 what's a real good deal 7 Used brick ( 4¢/1b) Field
cornis S¢/1b Andcrudeoil?  sbout 51/2¢/1b That's
right, at $18 50 a barrel, crude is $ 055/1b But the really
sstomshing part 1s that wholesale unleaded gas 13 only about
8¢/1b , and you and | are getting stuck for closer to 1 6¢/1b
ouchl!!

Just think about the efficiency here, though (but not for too
long. 1t may turn you into & Republican!) , and you'll see that
despite getting pumped out of the bowels (or some other bodily
orifice) of the sarth about 11 Time Zones from here, refined
(1), freight added (!1), you've got & local product of incredible
potential, wholesaling for 8¢ a pound, and the gover nment
i1s charging 29¢ an ounce just to freight your birthday cards a
mile down the road! See, 1sn't the private sector
INCREDIBLE?? 11

AND, here's a product that you never touch (or even smell,
inOregon  someone else pumps it for you) Can you Imagine
giving a guy $10 and he gives you & bag with S5 pounds of
gasoline init, and you lug 1t home & couple of miles on foot, and

1t’s hot out, and the baqg 13 hard to pour into that dammed funnel

and then 1t won't all go 1nto the tank, and you have to tie 1t shut
and put 1t in the shed, and hope the rats don't get it Hey, but
it only cost 1 8¢ & pound, and 1171] get you and the family to The
Fair and back SMILE!

50, you see anybody with an eye for bargains and value,
why, they'd be fools not to buy tons of this gesoline stuff, just
to have fun with Like, you could make grest bigcirclesina
stubble field by pouring gas out on the ground, and then lighting
1t up, and see whose fire gets around the circle first kind of
ke stock car racing without the cars and drivers and the extra
stuff | bet you can think of even funner things to do with
something as wonderfully powerful and gloriously cheap as this
gasoline, the Boon of the Bargain Hunters!!

Hey, Rev  gottago There's some pretty weighty stuff going
down, and | don't want 10 miss it Tell folks that a scale and »
calculator can be as much fun as TY They will thank you for it

¥ith a heart full of you-all,
| remain John H Browne, Jr

PS They're paying 5¢/1b for recycled cardboard around here
sgain  and 1t's about time!

PPS If you feel a8 burming year ning to start a conversation
(say about Cultural Stereotypes, or 77) at your local grocery,
just head on over to the produce scale with 8 random,
representative assortment of paper products | guarantee ya

THE

| have come Lo the conclusion, alter
many years of sometimes sad experience.
that you cannol come Lo any conclusion

at all
Yita Sackville West
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VELOCIPEDIQUES

Serving All Of Clatsop County
Since 1976

* Dasign « Construction
* Imgation * Hockenes
« Sod & Seed Lawns

LANDSCAPING. INC « Helaining Walls
« Waler Fealures

“Coastal Landscape Speciahst”

« Native and
861 -1 468 Omamental Planting 1
St Sl * Trac [uli Services MIK 'E-s BIKE SHOP  siverinn

CANNON BEACH
(S00) 430- 12008 .0, BOx 310

BIKE TALK: BO0-402- 1 200 CANSNON BEACH, OR DT0I0

It's easy Lo be independent when you've

got money Bul to be independent when

you haven't got a thing that's the Lord's test
Mahalia Jackson

Cannon
Beach's
ONLY
Outdoor
Shoe

Store!
Shoes
Boots
Sandals

ESPRESSO

* FEATURING STARBUCKS COFFEE
e WIDE SELECTION OF MAGAZINES
* HEALTHFUL SNACKS

HOURS
EVERYDAY B:00-4:00

—
—

10% OFF
Reg. Retall
for local
residents

368-7450 P.O. BOX 698
MANZANITA, OR 97130

FREE Espresso drink with $50+ purchase .

L 123 S. Hemlock 436-2:1
g S




