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Searching perhaps for the anti- matter of Las Yegas
we went last weekend up the Columbia to Poosevelt o
near|y nonexistent town thirty miles past Biggs on
the Washington shore

We went for the first annual pow wow of the Pine
Creek band of the Yakamas Our friend Jack Schwart2

Indian Jack the only redhesded Jewish |ndian from
Brooklyn we know - - flew up from Santa Monica to be
with hs old friend Warner Jim, chief of the Pine
Creek band and ex - Sal monscam felon, and Howard
Jam, chief of the Celilo, Jack's Indian father and
Warner s brother

Nothing would do but that we should jorn hm on the
river There are worse social obligations

Because without supervision, we canmo! be trusted
to come back  we went under the care of Tasha our
plucky day nurse who had never been 1o 8 pow wov
“Savages ,” we warned her | “sbsolute savages -

The first after noon floating 1n the Columbia, the
river the people call Che wana the sun baking our
foreheads the drumming and 31nging playing our
cerebrial cortexes like a harp, the Indan chldren
chattering around & Noating log throwing handfuls of
mud st sach other 1t was sasy to sluff off centuries of
rumored progress and be with the old growth humans
who grew from the big water like fer ns and camas
roots

Forgive us if we sem to romanticize Thereis no
need To 31t on the sand under a yellow three -quarier
moon watching the Fancy Dancing of & culture that was
12,000 years old when Lewts and Clark d1scoverd it
18 to rise above any need to hyperbolize There1s s
resonance here a connection to place that has nothing
to do with real estate

The people are fed for free wWhite settlers as
welcome as the salmon that once were there for the
taking. Someone described |ndian/white relations as
the meeting of 8 culture based on giving and a cuiture
based on taking e re not at the pow wow 30 minutes
before 8 young man gives Nurse Tasha o bead net klsce

There's a purity 1n the gesture that's hard to explain

Pow wows are family affairs, the people gathering
to dance feast renew old friendships and pray They
are a3 inseparable from the earth they stand on as 3
shadow 13 from the sun Their world, mostly taken
from them 13 the marriage of wind and water sun and
earth One needn’t know the language or customs to
sense & wholeness not found 1n shopping malls It1s

the sense of place resting at the center of all that s

not hollow

Floating 1n the river the people call Che Wana, the

comets slamming into the evening star the singing and

drumming drowmng petty illusions

we smile Nurse Tashe and self agreeing without
words Nothing more |s needed acircle has quietly
closed a center once more found
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Sunburns 1f the fog will 111t leave the coats and
sweaters 1n the closet fish are jumpin’ (where the
water 13 shil clean) and vacations can be justified

Such fine things vacations are

In certain beautiful places, this 19 the time we find
ourselves packed 1n much closer together We share
the beaches and the street, put on our tolerant, patient
faces every day 83 we navigate the human hde or
become delayed or end up 1n line warting or being the

one ever yone 13 waiting to get ot

Never fails to delight and amaze me when | get a

kind word or a smile from & stranger

S0 nice, to feel

an energy which counterscts the I'm-1n-8- hurry

take -care-of - me-as-fast - as - you-can-whet's

wrong-with-this- place - 1t's - not -efficient enough

attitude fven s person's silence can shout this
e 550¢

whybe 1na hurry
remember we are rushing headfirst 1nto death
whatever that 13

ever 7 Summer  winter

Five years ago thiy month, | 1oat a very fine man
vho at sge 55, was ushered out of this worldona
friday evening with hs week's paycheck still in his

poc ket

Now | have the benefit of s gentle voice to help
answer the cosmic questions death 1nvolves for those

of us yet hiking the trails of the physical world
he was the one who taught me

Summertime

that song, and st 1) whispers it to me 1n any season
The 111ting words and the sense of the song are s siow

moving river “And the 1tvin 13 easy

Fish are

jumpin and the cotton 13 gh, Your Deddy s rich and

gour Mama s good leokin 50 baby don't you
cry’
Hold onto. “The hivin 13 easy ~
Arcadia
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The fall of man stands a lie before
Beethoven , a truth before Hitler
Gregory Corso
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THINK GOO

Treal all men alike Give them all the
same laws Give them all an even
chanoe ‘o live and grow Chief Jocoph

A few decades ago R D Laing
suggested that schizophrenia vasa
healthy mind s reaction W An insane
world Today asimple split personality
isn tenough These are the days of
multiple personality disorders. of
individual lives ruled by internal
commiltees
Absolutes are harder W [ind but as
usual in chaotic umes the absolulists are
ready Lo give us easy answers and they do
draw an audience
The general recipe [or easy answers
consists of a quarter teaspoon of Lruth a
cup or two of conjecture and al least two
cups of emotional appeal No yeast mind
you There s always more death than life
in the hands of a demagogue and yeast
will not respond
In wiser hands however yeastand
water butter and flour shightly warmed
and handled gently become the bread that
feeds families villages and countrysides
These are things that passon life like the
children who are kept warm and handled
gently
Good bread does not resent unusual
ingredients Children who are raised
with care do not resent the diflerences in
others Those whoare cruelly taught to
doubt themselves however will 1n their
weakness look for difference and call «f
weakness Given power they become
tyrants Given a microphone they
produce viluperalive sarcasm and those
eASY ANSWErs

We shouldn t underestimate their
appeal Maybe Rusi is just a snake oil
salesman but much of the world thought
the Nazis had some good points yet their
ovens were not for bread
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they've got us
by the short
hairs, hung
high,
revolving

on the pike,
we are thelirs

live {ree

and they will lrnmplr
you

with the Sheriff

of Nottingham's

deer , tsk-tsking

at your character

as you die

or become

their man wear
their livery

and swear feally

to their cause

in the name of death
by god

you'll get your
medical

insurance
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and when they hack
America’s

tumors

from gour soul

at least the hospital
balls

will be paid

-~Bill Clunie

Now Located on the Coast:

Art Restoration

Repalr and Restoration of Fine Art Objects

e ——————————

Oriertal Screens Scrofls and Lacquerware
Martie Jade and lory Sculpture
Partings and Frames
Porcetan
Glasa

Call Robert Yost: 192-4445
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