
High quality  Bordeaux style v ines  a re , to this w n ta r 's  
chagrin , not an easy find in  Oregon due to our re la tiv e ly  cool 
end v e t clim ate But Cabernet Sauviqnon, M erlo , end Sauvignon 
Blanc can be made end made damn v e il  in  this state So i f  you 

re lish  the deep, r ic h , complex flavors of Bordeaux reds and like  
to see the sun shine every  now and then ( i t 's  June 15th  and 
pouring ra in  as I w r i t e ) , allow me to introduce you to V a l le y  
V ie w  V la e y a r d  Located just outside of Jacksonville way 

down south, for those of you who failed your Oregon geography 
test. Valley View is set in  the w arm  m icroclim ate of the 
Applegate Valley Ves, there are  places along The I dye which 
are d ry  and hot And at an elevation of 16 0 0  feet th is w in ery  is 
perfectly  situated to produce w orld  class Bordeaux wines along 
w ith  some of the finest Chardonnay in  the state

This area has a fascinating h istory of w inem aking to go along 

w ith  its sunny days Given the way Peter B r it t  s name and 

image ora v ir tu a lly  canonized ,n  the Pogue Valley region you 
would th ink that the man invented western cu ltu re  in  this  

remote part of the world in  the m id- I 9th  century Maybe he 
did he started the state a f irs t  w in e ry . Valley V iew , and 
founded a th riv in g  wine Industry  In  this part of Oregon 
Vineyard acreage in  the valley  at the tim e v ir tu a lly  equalled the 

cu rre n t acreage in the va lley  today W ineries  shipped th e ir  
product up and down the West Coast to big ctttes like  San 
Franciscoand muddy outposts such as Seattle (see Timothy

s Th? C f f lO n n )  Business boomed
But something went wrong T e r r ib ly  wrong The 10th  

Amendment P rohib ition  How a bunch of men in  th ea rly  
Twentieth Century who w ere mostly practiced tipp lers  
themselves got together and decided to outlaw the sale of alcohol 
Is beyond me If  only we could send Bob Packwood and a box or 
two of Ms favorite  wine back to those days In any case, 
P rohib ition  wiped out tha burgeoning w in e  industry  of Oregon 
and Washington M eanw hile, C a lifo rn ia  continued to ship 

grapes and concentrate across the country to people for 
individual production and consumption of alcohol which was,, 
and s till Is , legal During the I 3 years of P rohib ition  
C aliforn ia 's  wine industry  tr ip le d  in  size When the good old 
boys in  DC realized that most everyone hated the law , no one 

was obeying it  and businessmen such as Al Capone w ere getting 
rich  in  part because of P ro h ib itio n , they hoisted a few and 
repealed the amendment C a lifo rn ia , of course, went on to 

become one of the great wine regions of the world w hile  
Southern Oregon's wine growing industry lay dormant for about 
4 0  years

In 1971 the industry , along w ith  the name Yalley View , was 
revived by the W inovsky fa m ily  The Winovskys moved from  
New Jersey to this area to grow wine grapes after choosing not 
to resettle to the Caribbean to grow bananas One of the sons, 
M a rk , now oversees the day to day business operations of this 
fam ily  w in ery  He showed us around and gave us the low down 
on from  where the business has come and where it la  going 
M ark has the reputation of being THE person to talk to when it 
comes to wine in  Southern Oregon He's earned i t ,  and not just 
because he's a good h istory teacher

va lley  n e w  s tasting room, w in ery  and th e ir 2 6  acres of 
vineyards are located on Applegate Rd at the entrance to the 

Applegate Valley Songbird's melodies, presum ably of the 
W estern Meadowlark according to my orn itho log icelly  oriented  
wine tasting sidekick, C hris tian  (h is  name, not his dogma), and 

the light w hite  haze of Cottonwood seed f i l l  the a ir  Patro lling  
the grounds is B C (B lack  Cat, not the dumb comic s tr ip )  who 

showed up at the w in ery  a few years ago and decided to make it  
home B C th inks it  is great that a ll sorts of people show up 
every  day between 11AM and 5P M  to d rin k  wine and pet him

The business is compact The tasting room is in  the back of 
the w in e ry  and may have been an afterthought It wouldn't hold 
a whole basketball team, but w h ile  IZ 2  the team tasted the 
other half could play some half court on the adjacent makeshift 
court Rum ors, however, that beating the person pouring the 
wine on any given day in  a game of one-on-one gets you a case of 
w ine, are unfounded

If  you have to w a it, the wine ,s w orth  it  V ally  View applies 
soma sim ple princip les  Io th e ir wine making that we here at 
The Upper Left Edge encourage everyone to w ork into th e ir own 
way of life  The dominate one is 'Less is more * G rapevines  
are interesting plants Ideal growing conditions a r t  not ideal 
Perfect weather causes the vines to produce too many grapes 
When this happens the quality  of each individual grape suffers  
and the wine made from  them u ltim ate ly  lack distinction  
Valley View endeavors to cu ll grapes from  the vine throughout 
the growing season so that the grapes that are harvested are  
excellent In an area that can easily produce 5 or more tons of 
grapes per acre . Valley View looks to harvest I -  3 tons per acre 

from  th e ir v ineyard and the vineyards they purchase grapes 
from  to make 10 - 12 ,0 0 0  gallons of w ine each year

I ake I line Io I ravel in 
Oregon’s Scenic Wine Country ' 
hcperience ihe beauty, pence nnd 

fantatfic nine o f Oregon'* nine region*
For in fo rm a tio n  on and re s e rv a tio n «  a t  

I he best bed A break,a«ls. hotels and restaurants 
as well as the mosl interesting winery lours 

(>r<7/<>n n in e  Ira v e f Connection
Fununu niter 1991
1-800 946-3885

Does Valley View s consistent d rive  for quality  at th e ,r own 

expense make them a saintly business? Mo, it  ju s t means 
they re sm art and w orthy of a l i t t le  in k , a l i t t le  praise and 
some patronage by appreciative and lik e  minded wine d rin kers  
Remember you don't need to make g reat, hell even good wine to 

become outrageously successful Check out Ernest and Julio  
Gallo and some the the nasty stuff they produce i f  you aren 't 
quite sure of that statement Paupers they are not Cutting  

grapes means a sacrifice ,n  the amount of w ine they could make 
and. most lik e ly , sell This is  a philosophy not w idely adhered 
to by many American businesses Greed is a strange thing It 
causes companies like  IBM  and Garneral Motors who make 
hundreds of m illions of dollars in  p ro fit in  a quarter year to lay 
off employees because it is not enough Q uality  and In te g rity  
taka a back seal to the mighty dollar too often

Valley View s wines reflect the care that is put into them, 
p a rtic u la rly  th e ir Anna M e n a  series The te rm  "Anna M aria"  
( in  horwr of th e ir m other, how can you not love th e t? ) Is the ir  

classification for th e ir highest quality  wines Two wines of 
p articu la r note in  this series are the 19 9 2  Chardonnay and the 
1 9 9 0  Reserve Their Anna M a n a  Chardonnay is exactly what 
this style of wine is supposed to be about, r ic h  and soft in  the 
mouth The drawback to this w ine is that i f  you d rin k  

Chardonnay frequently , d rink ing  this p a rticu la r Chardonnay 
makes it  d ifficu lt to go back Even a good Chardonnay w ill  seem 
pale by comparison

Then there is the Anna M aria  Reserve It Is called Reserve 
because it is a blend o, M erlot ( 5 5 % )  and Caber net Sauvignon 
( 4 5 % ) and due to Oregon s wine labelling  laws cannot be 
designated as e ither v a rie ty  They have lim ited  quantities of 
this wine left so it is not available for tasting at the w in ery  
The question that came to my mind when I tested this w ine (eh, 
the perks of being a w r i te r )  was, T a n  a wine be so good that it  
would just k il l you?* I made it through a taste and have added 
to my lis t of 'Reasons to continue to L iv e ' - - • 1 4 3  D rink the 

bottle of Anna M arla  19 9 0  Reserve I w ill  probably end up 
liv in g  a long tim e because C hristian  and I sp lit a bottle and in 
5 0  years I can easily picture the two of us, our shared hoarding 
m entalities s till going strong, knocking each other over the 
head w ith  our w alkers to prevent the other one from  drinking  it 
at less than the absolutely perfect occasion It Is sometimes 
hard to believe I have attained any position of responsib ility

Wines to look for that are s t i ll in  the barre l but w ill lik e ly  
become Anna M aria  labels when they are bottled in  the next 
couple of months are the , 9 9 2  M e rlo t, 1 9 9 2  Cabernet 
Sauvignon and the 19 9 3  Fume Blanc Valley View also offers a 
Jazz label series of Chardonnay, Cabernet, M erlo t, Sauvignon 
Blanc and a blush that ara a ll va ry  good d a y -in  and day-out 
table wines a, a ttractive  prices A 'B a rre l S elect' label, which  
is the level between th e ir Jozz and Anna M aria  series, w ill  soon 
be phased out thereby raising the quality  of the already solid 

and unique Jazz labels
D ragon's strength is in  its d iva rs ity  * Mo, just a political 

statement that makes Lon Mabon hack up l i t t le  phlegm bunnies 
It is a p rin c ip le  that Valley View W in e ry  believes applies to the 
wine business as w all as the human business C u rre n tly , Pino, 
noir ,s marketed as and therefore Is known as T reg on  s W ine  
Pi not noir ,s done in  tr u ly  outstanding form  in this state 
However, no wine region in  the world survives on the m e rit of 
one wine Yalley View's production of Bordeaux varie ta ls  
enhance the value of Oregon as a wine region It comas at a risk  
to Valley View as the Bordeaux grapes tax the boundaries of the 

area's growing season increasing ,he possib ility  that bad things 
might happen And, of course, they don't get to ride the 'P inot 
G ra v y tra ln * that Is c u r re n t ly  ,n  fu ll swing They w ill prosper 
In  spite of these risks  A business, or even com m unities, states 
or nations, w ill  benefit when they are able and w illin g  to serve 

a diverse population
So go to the sun Take I - 5  south for about 5 hours out of 

Portland and d ix o v e r ote of Oregon's outstanding w ineries  
Their wines are hard to find outside of Jackson County since 
they sell about 70%  of th e ir wina righ t (here and none outside 
the state S o rry , a ,I you o u t-o f-s ta te rs  w ith  subscriptions to 
The Edge, you'll just have to plan a vacation here (see the add on 

th is  page to do just th a t) Valley View does do mail orders  
though Call them a, ( 5 0 3 )  8 9 9 - 8 4 6 8  for In form ation  
Laurel's W ine Shop and the W ine Shack in  Cannon Beach both 
c a rry  someof th e ir  wine and the larger Freddy's usually have 

» m e  as well But take a weekend to experience Valley View 
Vineyards f i r s ,  hand Buy » m a  wine and ta ll them The Upper 

le f t  Edge sent you

R eceaaeead ed  W in e r y  T e a r  fa r  J o lg  Give the residents 
or cannon Beech a b i, of a break and need » u tn  Southern  
Oregon is an amazing land fille d  w ith  » m e  amazing towns My 

fo lks, 2 0  year residents of M aine, were »  enticed by the eree 
they had to pull up the tent stakes and move out of the tundra to 
resettle in Ashland exactly one year ago There are 5 w ineries  
in  the region to explore Aside from  Valley View there ara  
A s b la a d  V la e g a rd s  and W a ,s ta g e r  s V I oe y a rd s  w ith in  the 
c ity  lim its  of Ashland T h e »  three w ineries make for a v e ry  
nice tour F urther west in  and around Cave Junction are  
B r id g e v ie w  V la e g a rd s  and F a r ts  V ia tg a r d s  (look for a 
rem arkable 19 9 2  M e r lo t) Taka a weekend down there to 
camp, hike, see great theatre , catch » m e  rays and d rin k  » m e  
of the state's "other* wines

P o litic a lly  I be lieve  in  democracy, 
bat c u ltu ra lly  net at a ll 
V b  oao vor a c u ltu ra l a  a lte r  ro lle  
up a m a jo rity  I know it is v ro n <
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