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Standing walch over Kramer Yineyesrds'
winery 15 a sull of armor affectionstely known as
Bob Bob the Knight Judging from the size of the
armor | would say thet, in his prime, Bob went
sbout 6 feet and around 105 pounds and couldn !
have cut 8 round of warm brie, lel alone skewer
some invading marsuder with his paper thin sword
Undaunted, this medieevsl scarecrow , sporting a
hea|thy coating of Rustoleum , tends to his duty at
the entrance of one of Oregon's more carefree.
quirky and high quality wineries | hope some of
you ook my recommendstion from last month and
managed 1o get your selves out to Washington County
on April 9th or 10th for the Weird Food Festival at
Kramer

The Chardonnay Lovers Weekend and Weird food
festival was one of many reasons | wanted to visit
and review Kramer  Kramer recently recelved
excellent scores from the Wine Spectator for
two of their Pinot noirs, and one of those took the
(Gold Meda! 8t the even more recent Newport
Wine and Seafood Festival The snide commen!
on the IRS they had on their answer ing machine
was the clincher A winery that oblains distinct ion
in the industry but can still lsugh st the wor Id and
itself is the kind of place that | truly sppreciete

The winery is a little over three miles down
Olson read, just south of downtown Gaeslon, and is
owned by Trudy and Keith Kramer Their |5 or so
acres roll through a small sheltered area that looks
out over a sea of cultivated trees Kramer iSabig
small winery that produces about 3,500 cases a
year  They only make about 100- 380 cases of any
particular variety Trudy was, for years, the
premier amateur wine maker in the state and no
doubt numerous silver medal winners were happy
1o see her turn pro  The vineysrd has been in place
and slowly Increasing in size since 1984 On
Mother's Day 1990, Kramer opened i1s doors and
began selling to the public

The Weird Food Festival was a concep! designed
to enhance their Chardonnay Lovers Weekend
Trudy says that many weird food items go well with
Chardonnay , 5o for 4 yesrs now they have been
treating people to a small collect fon of common and
not so common weird foods This 18 just one of the
many festivals that Kramer hosts to highlite their
wine Inthe 7+ months the 1asting room |s open
each year , Kramer invites people to the Birthdey
bash festur ing free cake and ice cream , “Match
Made in Heaven™ Memor ial Day Weekend, Fathers'
Day Festival, st which they have all six of their
Pinot noirs from 1991 to ‘92 avatlable for tasting,
the big July 4th Weekend Yer boor t Seusage
Festival festuring rabbit, buffalo and venison
sousages fresh from the nearby town of Yerboort , 8
Desser! Contest in August that you get to judge, and
8 Jazzy Labor Day weekend that may or may not
have food depending on the local populstion of
yellow jackets at the time

The Weird Food Festival struck me as
particulerly interesting because some folks just
get a 1ittle too uptight about which foods should be
soten with which wines The chance to mix and
match bizarre foods with 8 ver lety of wines was
appealing Some people, probably no one who reeds
this paper , would just faint dead away If they Saw
someone eating chicken withared wine Relax |
heartily believe in matching food and wine bul have
no problem with people making any type of
combinations they want Late Harvest Riesling
with your stesk ? |f that's what you like, more
power 10 you Just don't invite me over for dinner

The foods were prepared by the Flying M Ranch
in Yamhill and either cooked or rehested in the
small kitchen at the winery The emu kabob was
easily the most interesting and tasty of the items
they had Emu are large flightless birds similar to
the ostrich except that they are indigenous to
Ausiralia | have never seen an emu and the only
thing | know about them is that “emu” IS an snswer
in every single crossword puzzle in existence,
excep! for the one in the back of TV Guide Not
being much of & meet eater makes it hard for me to
classify (no, it doesn't taste |ike or even resemble
chicken), but sweet and sour duck seems to be the
closest resemb lance of taste and texture

Also hailing from Australis were the bugs they
had to offer. They were larve- ke insects thet
burrow in the sands of the coastline Down Under |
think | would respect old Paul Hogan's manly
porirayals more if he threw a few creepy crawlies
on the barbry rather thaen shrimp. | had been
hoping for stuffed beet les, chocolate covered
grasshoppers, deep fried praying mantis or
something of that i1k, however , these bugs weren |
bad They resembled either larve or shrimp
depending on how you wanted o prepare your
stomach for them Other snacks were more
traditional in their weirdness Frog legs, calemer |
and escargot.

True to their word the Kramers had laid out
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1989, their first vintage | you gel a chance to
taste several vintages of any wine varlety (|
recommend P inot noir P inot gr 1s and Char donney
s the best for this) from 8 single winery, |
suggest you take the opportunity  Wine changes,
hopefully for the better  as it sits in the bottle
F lavors become more distinct, acidic qualities
mellow a9 the wine becomes more mature With 4
years of Chardonnay ava)lable o taste || was
interesting to see how the older wines compared to
the more recent vintages At most tastings there
are generally only one or two types of sach ver ety
50 you don 't get & histor ical per spective of the
winery Working back wards the sensation of
sampling & smoother , more distinct wine each time
was quite obvious. The trend of their Chardonnays
aging well in the bottle bodes well for their other
wines that do not extend as far back as 1989

Not 10 be missed 1s Kramer s 1992 Pinot noir
Reserve Most yeers aech winery will produce two
or three different selections of & given var ety and
label them according to their quality The Reserve
wines are the wines that show the most promising
character istics ear ly in the fermenting process
Kramer has produced an extraordinary example of
Pinot noir with this reserve It 1sa little on the
spendy side by Oregon standerds, $22 s bottle,
however , 1t 1s well worth the price i you know
anything sbout Pinot noir  The wine IS
tremendously smooth with virtually no tannic
quality st all  The flavors of raspberry and cherry
on the finish of each taste are unmistakable Quite
possibly the best Pinot noir | have tasted this year
Interestingly 1t was ratad behind their estale
bottied Pinot, no slouch itself, by The Wine
Spectator Tastes in wine differ but having tasted
these two beside each other 1t is hard to believe
that there wasn't an error In judgement or
typesetting by someone at the magazine

Kramer also does several fruit wines With only
8 handful of exceptions almast no Oregon winer ies
produce anything more than a token fruit wine or
two | am not 8 big frult wine fan but | can
appreciate the necessity of this varitey in the
market Most places don't want 10 be seen as a fruit
wine producer because they fear being categor i2ed
primarily as such, and consequently not have their
other wines taken serlously Kramer proves you
can do both as long a3 you do them both well  Their
fruit verietals are only about ST suger so they are
not syrupy sweet. The blackberry wine IS
axcellent and the logenber ry wine was seger ly
snapped up by one of my tasting pals because of Its
quality and low price for this style of wine He is
look ing to develop his own niche as something of a
dessert wine connoisseur , feeling that there are
fewer of those in captivity than there are North
Amer ican Condors, and 1S always aager Lo pick up 8
bottle st the prices Kramer was offering

Kramer's tasting room 15 & warm and welcom ing
place with very friendly people eager to lalk to you
sbout wine As Oregon Wine Country becomes more
well known, and being listed in April's edition of
L1fe Magazine as one of Amer ica s 5 best new
vacation spots certainly will not hurt, winer ies
that appeal not only to people’s palates but to their
personalities will be the ones (0 extend their name
recognition and sales |1 1s amazing to me that some
wineries reslly have not scceptad this fact and
incorporated 1t into the way thet they run their
business Some winer ies don't have tasting rooms,
gither because they are too small or becsuse they
have developed a market for their wines to the
point where they don't need the extra business
That's fine, but over half of Oregon's winer les do
have asting rooms that are open for more than just
8 few doys 8 yeer

Tasting rooms are critical 1o the ongoing success
of many of these winer ies because the wine is sold
ot retail rather then wholesale to distr ibutors It
also gives visitors a chence 1o taste many wines
without having to pay before they know what they
are getting For 8 tasting room 1o be truly
successful 1t neads to be staffed by friendly snd
know ladoeab le peop le who can carry on
conversations sbout wines as well as other topics
with people from all walks of life Few places in
Oragon have established enough of 8 reputstion for
their wine that they can over look the effort they
put into their tasting rooms This area’s potential
o bacome a wine region on par with Napa and
Sonoma exists, but wineries, and the businesses
around them , nead to embrace visitors from near
and afar 10 fully realize the potential of these
valleys

Kramer vineyards is shead of the times in this
respect |f you know absolutely nothing about
wines, they are more than happy to walk you
through theirs and give you an idea of what 1o start
with If you are just introducing yourself 1o Oregon
wine, without making you feel you are some
uncultured dolt. On the other hand if you
absolutely insist on chetting about every detail of
wines from sround the wor Id snd their relstion to
your theor ies on the interconnecteoness of Lee
Harvey Oswald, the Curse of the Bambino and
NAFTA, they can roll right along with you without
letting on thet you are 8 boor Ish snob. They also
have non-wine products such as t-shirts,
condiments, posters and book s available which
make the tasting room more color ful and user
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friendly For pure enterisinment ask them lo
demonstrate the wine cork spoon for you It's
Letter manesque

You are encour agad 10 br ing 8 lunch to Kramer
and hang out In their picnic ares which over looks
the vineyard [1's 8 very family kind of place so
they even have enter tainment for kids if you
happen 1o be afflicted with them Only two rules
exist (thet | know of ) 1)Don't walk in the
vineyard, and 2) No tipping Bab the Knight over

Cannon Beach
In Coaster Theater Courtyard

Estabhshed 1977
Recommended Wine Tour for May Things
start getting Into swing at the wineries during tnis
month You can go the traditional way and do any of
the var ous counties Memorial Dey 'Weskend
Celebrations and have & grest time, however s
usual, | recommend something & 1ittle off the
beaten path On Memor ial Day there are s few
winer ies that are open only that weskend out of the
whole yesr In Yamhill County Adelsheim Yineyard Every Saturday Alternoon
(besutiful labels) McKinlay Yineyards snd 15 FPM
Tempest Yineyards, all in Newberg, and Panther BRI oo -t - PR
Creek Callars in McMinnville open their doors on Bach Weh
this weekend Further South, around Selem Open 11 AM 5 PM - Closed Tues
£ vesham Wond Yineyard, Cristom Yineysrds, 5t
Innacent Winery and Strangeland Winery are open 436-1100
as well You will be Iikelier 10 best the relatively e L. e
large crowds thet go 10 the winer ies this weekend
and end up in more intimate settings with a
heartier , more interesting set of wine lasters
Remember buy one bottle at least wherever you
oo, and tell them that the Upper Left Edge sent you

Featuning Norihwes, California
& Imporied Wines
Collector Wines From 1873
Through Curremt Vintages
Featuning Over 1000 Wines
Wine Racks, Glawses &
Wine Kelated ltems

Wine Tastlni

“MHe didn't say ‘al dente, " did he?"’

DON PETRIE'S
ITALIAN FOOD COMPANY

613NW Third 265°FO0D
Nye Beach, Newport
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Laurels Art Heals
(.I.;um;n Once again we find our selves proud of our

little town Kathleen Krushas, our political
consultant  former co-worker and dear friend,
came 10 town again this yeer collecting art for
the Cascaoe Aids Association Arts Auction |f
you don't see a lot of mainstream media you
might not know that the Cascade Aids Project
has been tak ing some shots lately.  The books
weren 't 100 good and some bills didn't get paid,
but they are working things out and look to
come out of 1t stronger  As Kathleen said, “We
have 10 keep working, there IS no one else
Anyway  we were needlessly apprehensive
sbout folks doing as well as last year when
I1ttle ole Cannon Beach artists and galleries
donated ten percent of the pleces sold We, and
by that we mean everyone who has been touched
by AIDS, would ke to thank the generous
artists and galler ies who are helping others in
these difficult times Your beloved rev. wes In
the book store that Sundey as the art arrived, so
much, %0 besutiful, s0 quickly given We were
reminded that 1t was Easter Sundsy , and had to
smile, as our somewhat pagen friends brought
gifts to the suffer ing, in the spirit of the man
whose resurrection our christian friends were
celebrating It is hoped that this tragedy of
AIDS will help 1o begin to br ing people logether
in compassion, understanding, and hope, as we
seek s cure

Our Istest word from Kathleen is the suction
rotsed over $ 14,000 and our neighbors In
Cannon Beach agein were 8 dispropor ionst ly
large part of that total  You make us proud

Wine Shop

163 N llemlock
(S03) 436-160606
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Expenence the charm of the obd building
(nar wimes will delight you
Fun fur all ages
The tasting rossm s ruly engue

o Wine Tasting
o Wine Sales
o Gl Pachages
o Pnx Arca
o Special Frents
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Please sop by and engoy the history  the

grest wines and bots of fun
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Northwest by Northwest Gallery

|

P.O Box 1021
503/436-0T741
JOYCE LINCOLN, Director

239 North Hemlock
Cannon Beach
Oregon 97110

Pacific Northwest Contemporary Art & Craft
Celebrating Sth Year in Cannon Beach
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