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What Will It Take?

The Nestucca River runs out of the hills where it
or iginates in the Coast Range, 8 rugged, over - lagged
stretch of hills that sits along the northern quadrant of
Oregon between the Willamette Yalley and the ses
Some folks have called the Coast Range 8 “sacrifice

contains some magnificent scenery , trees and
waterways that still allow salmon to make their way
home 1o familiar spawning grounds yeer after yeer
Alar med sbout dropping f1sh populations snd dwindling
natural habitat, environmentalists and sportspeople
have overseen the enforcement of some reguiations that
have curtatled logging and fishing In the area  Yel
others see this ares as a potential tour ISt mecca, or &8s

the ground on which dollars for & week local aconomy
may be generated The Nestucca 15 only one of the
numerous rivers that flow out of the Coast Range along
this stretch of Oregon, but 1t 1s one of the larger  and it
i3 especially popular for its sport fishing and natursl
beauty

20ne” for the Limber industry, yet even S0 the ares stil!

that permission would be asked before enter ing our
property . nothing of the sort ook place The following
was my reaction the morning last August when that
even! look place “Who do you think you are, crashing
in like this with machetes, theadolytes and your
funny - colored plastic ribbon?” "Why were with the
government, maam - Maybe that explanation was
supposed 10 provide 8 visble excuse for whatever
mayhem they wantad to create  “Don't know why
anyone hasn't talked with you, the county should have
“Your letter said someone from your outfit would gsk
permission to enter our property Well, here you are
on 11, and nobody asked ~ “Well, uh, they should have
We're just doin’ our job This 1sonly 8 proposal,
anyway . somebady 11 be out 1o negotiate later | about
buying the land end all © | see Well maybe |1l just go
give somabody 8 call in the meantime The guy who
signed that letter , he anybody you know?™ “Oh yesh,
that's a good idee, ma'am , they ve got 1t all up there
Somebody up there 11 answer all your questions, just
give em acall!”

Does this peaceful river valley really need s fancier

the river's truth or mine, just that somebody said some
bucks should be thrown this way and these Quys were
given a job assignment  and to get their paychecks
they're doing it That's their truth I the river gets
full of 11t and stops flowing, or the salmon stop coming
up 1 1o spawn, who knows what difference it will meake
in their private hearts at night, when they face the

wall with just themselves and the dark?

The state owns the road, they say and, well, the state
says 1t owns the river too | only “own” up to the high
water mark if It's considered navigable, and 1t doesn't
seem Lo matter that only & while waler raft would dere
0 take on these rocky shoals At one time, fifty years
or 50 ago, before they logged out all the forest up sbove,
drying out the land and devastating many of the feader
streams along the way , folks say 1t was  Must have
been a sight 10 behold back then! By most standards it's
one of the most picturesque rivers around loday , except
where the upriver project has dug out streambeds and
caused washes Lhat made the river run red in the
middle of the driest month of the year

And 1f the State owns the road, and the State owns the

CASC AI‘)I Several years ago, T11lamook County and the U 5 wider road through 1t? Somebady “up there has river , which one comes first, in the scheme of things?

AlTDS Department of Transpor (ation got together around a already decided it does When you ask them “why” Would they sacrifice this beautiful, pristine river the TN
PROjJEC road project that would rebuild and widen 8 piece of they come up with a lot of nebulous explanations sbout  \rees alongside her  the earth that bounds her , for 8 "'."
e roadway that runs ﬂ](rﬂ the Nestucca River east of the ]CW‘W traffic \n the past (Drml") MID”‘Q out with  bigger highway , seven moles of brand- new road in the f"\_lg-‘-"i

timy community of Beaver  into the Suislaw Nationel o i funds added traffic Never mind thet there are  middle of the woods, to help the city folks drive faster 08
forest deep \n the Coast Range hills The funds would seven winding substandard miles before one even gets for 8 little while on their way to fish and hitter and ':"'n:
come in the form of a grant to the county 10 IMprove 4, yniq proposed project, and on beyond, nothingbut  leave campfires smolder ing? Don't get me wrong, | ve g
local roads which lead into national forest lend Little (oot sarvice roads leading 1nto the hills to towns been one of those, wanting as bad as the next person 1o [:'*\
was 5a1d about the proposed project, although some forty miles sway And when will they stop” The find some peace and quiet 1n one of those National forest %"":T.'l'
folks in the ares opposed it from the onset  Their questions only generate rhetor Ic, N ansSwers campgrounds Now | live here Bul even back then | fﬁ
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protests seemed {0 fall on deaf mers The project was to
involve reconstruction of approximately seven and a
half miles of roadway , the cost of the project was
estimated st some 8 4 milhon dollars

The work would be completed in two phases In the
summer of 1993 despite lawsuits pending and

The real insult comes when nobody asks  Nobody
asked those of us who live up here If we wanted this
road to be rebuilt  Nobody asked if they could tromp
around on our land over there and stick stakes all over
it with blue and white and orange ribbons on them
Nobody asked us 1f we want to sell that property over

never really minded driving over rough roads or
traveling a l1ttle more slowly 1o get to those spots,
much nicer 10 see the river left undefiled once | got
there :

Not Hke the mess up the road! Looks [1ke 8 war 2one
up there, like tanks and artillery have been blasting

s
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environmental impact questions unresolved, the first .0 the piace we just bought and got surveyedand  8way at the landscape for months, then eer thmovers "
phase of the project was begun on & stretch between 18n ... gy jegs than o yesr agu, the part that buffers the  brought in, trying to cover up the chaos. Then they .
and fourteen miles east of Beaver At thispoint, with o0 o our place from the existing rosd with its have the audacity 10 spray putrid green stuff all over .
that piece stil] not completed, numerous problems have ., and high- speed trucks rumbling up and down to  the redfish-black soil, “instant grass”, to pretend the
been encountered, and all the money 13 spent the first phase of the blasted road project four miles whole thing won't wash away the first time 1t rains
The Tillamook County Commissioners want to make upstream Streambeds have been disrupted, huge chunks of
this winding scenic byway Into a big-time highway What is 1t they presume, anywsy, riding around In  embankment carved out and moved, no living thing has
across the mountains | three unfinished miles have .. . gover nment owned wagons”? That the land 1s been left undisturbed, bugs, people and all, and they
cost over eight millon dollars, not to mention the theirs (o use as they please? And |, because | have a 31111 haven't stopped the hiliside from shiding down the
dgevastation to the hills and river  what do they think deed registered n some cour thouse someplace, presume Way it has for eons, right across their fancy new
another forty or so miles will meen? i'smine The river just keeps flowing on by, andonly roadbed Some of the folks up there made a fuss to start
In 1992, afriend and | purchased a tract of land she knows the real truth with, but 1t didn’t stop the machines from coming in
which fronts along the Nestucca River for | quess | didn't feel like being so tough, or | would and d0Ing 11 anyway Other folks, whoever they may be,
approximately a thousand yards st the beginning of the o y014 \hat gover nment survey crew toget off my  think the road project brings them bucks, | suppose,
proposed project site. We were never Informed sbout o oparty yntil somebody asked permission and gave me  8lthough nobody thet | can tell 1s really owning up to
the road construction plans, so the letter sugeesting g ancugh reason for needing to be there Control  much  Anty way you cut it, the river doesn't win
that survey crews would be In the aree came as a Just 8 game of control  That tacti might have wor ked When my kids were small, we used to read 8 book
surprise, not quite so surprising, unfortunately, CoMe (.. o minute or two, and made me feel vaguely powerful 8bout  tree that loved a little boy, and the little boy
the realization that even though the letter had stated |, 114 face of & behemoth that doesn't think much sbout  who thought he loved the tree, but the little boy just
kept going to the tree and ask ing for more and more
SE until one day he came and there was nothing left but 8
'f. CGayoear sald thie | | P 8 Ak —, broad stump for the then-old-man-little boy to it on
| ] ”l”_p._’j; ' : # :1-;‘{'-{. e | and think about all he'd lost Any guesses which one
-\‘_' T'*"T caid =1 Pt JANCIARES UH"- "\unsa knew the most about the real meaning of the word
| 5 - G0 s {_.\t*dr*_, .p’ st \itrle | b HI Love? Trees, and rivers, just give and give to all the
o ‘Eﬂ Uc j{(’:du : W " 1 Hhings at I C C I11tle boys who come and ask for one more favor,
,{’h L ana. . b i, o, 1eest put Dinner Mu labor ing under the delusion that they can make the
, _ / CONGET | & trees and rivers come back the same as they were
, -y q Y, - : | ‘5(’55 44 | _ Served 4:00-5:30 pm. before all the asking started Just like you can't plant
_ ",,MJ. o e d | Sunday - Fhursday. except holldays an 0ld-growth forest and make it come back , you sure
| v:’/;\’/ R ™ | QO F‘" :ﬂ'g E as heck can't make a river run after you' ve plundered
f K¢ | | » DO THAT! Walnut & Cranberry and polluted, maimed and bur ted her
L & | J 4 — Slu]]'uf \cken The river keeps on giving and giving, a lesson in the
p—e———— ;/!: ——ee S =g Breast of siuffed chicken, baked and kind of Love we all need 1o know 8 good deal more sbout
| § rememper ViUShy One | | p()()p. P topped with orange cream sauce. But still we can't get the message  Will we grow up
, ‘.anfc'} you know Mushy? | | p/USHY-’ o f | 5975 and gee before the river 1s gone and all we have 15 an
| A Sl G Ll @ et _ _ empty bed of rocks 1o sit beside and tell our children
¥ bear -f“ eats soft fish, st 74 ) | (5round Sirfoin and grandchildren about? Ah, the grand times we had
Canyway Mushy starfed +¢ i i;ﬁ":(. gl ~ I'l Tender steak, ground and cooked 1o perfection. here! How pretly the water looked when the sunlight
= o Huffand One A ’ 4 , Served with mushroom Madiera sauce shone just so' And the fish that swam here once, came ¥, 3
| R T whn T B 5575 home 10 lay their eggs 50 new ones could leave and
| \N{nter he covldnt Tind was 1w | return year after year! The lush ferns that used grow
| 'P'.’S cave?! Almost Hnkin., | Sdca[a‘%ﬂarﬂ' along her banks where the water lapped gently against
' erve ' death!! | [ CanT rememper. ... f, Fresh Oregon scle steamed and topped with the rocks!
: [ YO & (ACCiT e, 7 SN D LLMPY Bay shrimp & lobster Hollandaise sauce What will it take? | write this and choke back a
oy $1025 large lump that rises in my chest, sits there, and
pushes up the tears that wait just behind my eyes The
([Beef Pourgulgnon grfef about what we re doing 10 the land, the trees, the
Something o Preserve Tenderloin of beef sauteed with mushrooms, rivers, all over this earth, 15 %0 overwhelming that it
garlic, and red wine. Tossed with pasia mostly goes dented  Who wants (o feel 11?7 |1 everybody
In that mad and broken Lme we landed on this shore and served with garlic toast. did, there'd be so much weeping and raging going on all
my white Lrash cousins. ancestors : $9.50 around there'd be no time 10 get the work done  Those
of Gary Gilmore, james Walt. Jim Jones Diamond Jim. fellows on that survey crew, do they ever get  wave of
a bloated tornado “,m“.m": Im:d. Ve Seafood Newburg it, looking up from the numbers in their scopes and
3’::: 3‘: ;;::mm.:;:,::: gin I.Il’::udlun - Fresh seafood sauteed with garlic in a charts? Or what about the wor kmen up sbove, wielding
-?r ancestors Flea market knights and barons of bathtub gin - sherried mushroom cream sauce. their huge machines while they rearrange the
51175 landscape in irreversible ways, a landscape that was

we split forest gods into wothpicks and sold
you slum in dusty neon carnivals you never knew

you wanted My Grand Da plundered paper and lost it all

long before | saw life and my

uncles fighting

for the freedom Lo commit ruination the only god

(Dinners iInclude soup or salad, cholce of starch,
vegetable of the day, and coffee. tea, or decaf.

per fectly splendid before they came? |'d like to think
maybe some of them do. The one fellow said, “We're
lucky We get to leave before the Bad Boys move in ~
(1's not entirely clear which ones he was referring

By hema (Reservations Suggested 10 ) But if any of them feel i1, 1t's not enough to stop
And now now afler the smoke has cleared. Wayfarer - Oceanfront ()ining! m &Um&z p:y‘ds o:::l;‘::: are plums these
the chips have fallen and the babies they re stllborn. 1190 Pacific r. hat it & Ska?

now. when the only smiles are those of cadavers in the woods [ C 436-1108 e

now when | must remember my obligation o love -| Beach

| stand on this far-off western shore. | Joyce L. Cochren

close to the water the last place to rip apart Blaine, Oregon

and alchemalize into bank account securilies Fall 1993

It's better to debate a gquestion

without settling it than to settle »

question without debating it
Joseph Jouber!

now. at last what's left of & tired and rapacious seed
wras once o stare stupid and ashamed. to search
dull and terrified to look. praying.

| hi 2 p
for something there behind me Lo preserve Kitzhaber ‘94
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