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'For forestry to have a future, the future must have a forest." David Brewer
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S easid e  Y ou th  C e n te r  In c  , in co operation » i,h  
the C ity of Cannon Beach, is operating a f r e e  s h u t t le  

s e r v ic e  for youth The Shuttle w ill  depart the Seaside 
Youth Center at 6  3 0  PM on Mondays. Tuesdeys and 
Fridays and take you to your destination in Cannon 
Baach You can arrange to ride the Shuttle to Seaside at 
6PM  by calling  7 3 8 - 3 1 9 2  The purpose of this  

shuttle service is to allow youth to take part in after -  
school ac tiv ities , sports, c iv ic  groups and Youth Center 
events The service is funded through grants from the 
Parks and Community Services Committee of Cannon 
Beach, and Clatsop County Commission on Children and 
Fam ilies, plus youth center fundraising and donations 
Suggestions are  welcome for fu rther uses of the 
shuttle Call Kim Bosse and don t fo rg e t- - If  you don t 
use it , you could lose i t 1 Souse it '

Saturday March 26th 
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Dear E d ito r,
In December of 9 3  I was for tunate enough to 

partic ipate  in a design course based on the p rinc ip les  of 
P erm acu lture  Since that tim e people have been ask ing 
me to describe what P erm aculture is W h ile  l 
generally enjoy repeating m yself, I thought I would 
save some tim e and w r ite  something about the topic and 

how I feel about it
In a nutshell. P erm aculture means permanent 

ag ricu ltu re  As defined by its  crea to r. B ill M oll ison, 
"Pc is the conscious design and maintenance of 
a g ric u ltu ra lly  productive ecosystems which have the 
d iv e rs ity , s ta b ility , and resilience of natural 
ecosystems It is the harmonious integration of 
landscape and people providing their food, energy, 
s h e lte r. and other mater tai and non- mater ial needs in a 
sustainable w a y ' The concept is about understanding 
the environm ent we live  in to the extent we can design 
sustainable human habitat Such a habitat s trives  to 
include hum anity in the natural web of life  It works  

hard not to perpetuate the common trends which 
alienate people from  liv ing  as a functioning part of the 

ever adapting whole
L iving  in and m aintaining sustainable habitat 

generally necessitates an uncertain amount of human 
ethics and a whopping dose of design x ie n c e  and 
methattology Mosf im portant of a l l .  indeed the 
catalyzing e lem ent, is common sense 1 he vehicle for 

that element is basic observational s k ills  A blending 
of these ingredients y ie ld  an unoer ,am  amount of 
wisdom Such wisdom doesn t answer a ll the questions 
of our existence H ow ever, it does help in the e fforts  of 
liv in g  life  in the tu lles , sense of the word The practice  
of Pc respects nature s existing designs, observes and 

uses them as mock»Is to benefit a ll the natural cycles of 
life , including human cycles

The earth  would be belter off without human 
beings1'  I h a te , ha, a ll too common statement It 
presupposes we have some knowledge the, supersedes 
the biological strategy of nature It assumes that we 
don , have a position in the natural fam ily  of life  
indeed such a though, works to perpetuate an attitude of 
ignor ance by fu rth e r distancing the mind from  the one 
teacher that can teach us our place in life  nature itself 
Of course it would be easier for us if we didn , face our 

ignorance and jus , quit try in g  If nothing else, we have 
a responsib ility  to work hard to contribute to the 

regeneration of that which we have destroyed or 
sickened We can never recreate wha, has been 
destroyed But we can re -e s ta b lis h  the connections 

that constitute the cycles of natural systems so that 
they have a chance to su rv ive  And because we are part 
of nature, that means re -es tab lish ing  our connection as 
w ell

N atural systems often work to cycle energy to 
produce a s e lf -re p  heating system Such systems tend 

to evolve and ra re ly  rem ain static Conventional 
ag ricu ltu ra l systems work hard to suspend evolution at 
a low point There is no continuous energy cycle, stop 

putting energy in and production collapses In the same 
sense, the typical housing development is n , designed to 
cycle energy on v e ry  many levels M ore often than no,, 
the ones that do fa ll short of th e ir potential The 
systems are entropic That is to say dissipating energy 
leads to the erosion of the system instead of the 
se lf-m a in ta in in g  ot it The object of Pc is to arrest 
entropy BioloQica) systems tend to do just that As 
bio systems evolve they often manage energy w ith  
increasing efficiency Pc s trives  to create systems 
that accomplish s im ila r goals

I am attracted to Pc because it offers hope and 
respect for the seven gener ations to come It is about 
tu rn ing  problem s into solutions that can be applied on 
any scale, sim ple or complex 'The major elements of 
Pc are wafer , so il, forest, ag ricu ltu re , anim als, 
ag jacu ltu re , a rch itectu re , energy, and people These 
elements are  thoughtfully planned in harmonious 
re lation  to each s ite , to provide an energy e ff ic ie n t, 
balanced ecosystem '

If you have an interest in educating yourself in th is  

practice and/or are interested in me w r itin g  about 
specific existing cases that are  now functioning, pit 
feel free  to w r ite  me

Jason Merson 
Box 1 0 4 4

Cannon Beach, Ofi 9 7 1 , 0
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