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Highway 55 Revisited
Abe said, "Where do you wan! the k111ing done”?
od sad Ut on Highway 61

Bob Dylan Highway 61 Revisited
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February, ‘94 Ab Childress tosses me a rag
1O WIp¢ ndensation from the windshield of
f yd-worn ‘71 GMC pickup Frost rimes
pea-qgravelled oriveway At 7am the
e ighbort ] 1 ver in Ded, winter ink
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Lruck eat, cheerful as a frozen turnip
bd ar f M L 14 ri '% ir -.",[ A\l iv-\l’, ;1.‘. »
AD lurches outside the cab, 11ts the hood
1 rewdriver acr the starter

ew sputters later, we achieve roar-up

On Friday, January 14th, elephant boulder
) Neahkahnie
)qqing Highway 101 and

say the Ancient Ones, Kani
patron of the mountain, ice, wild woman,
wild Man and others who Inhabit the
mountain's nether reqgions, were expressing
displeasure at man's activities below Of
that | cannot speak

in tell you that for Ab and myselfl the
highway blockage was most untimely we
began constructing a home In Manzanita late
In January Wwe found ourselves commuting
for an hour-plus each day from Cannon Beach
to Manzanita and back a bleached-knuckle
iffair down Highway 53 that has neutralized
the pigment 1n my hair and sent my blood

nro W, T
pressurt 110

his morning, the lith of February as we

rattie east toward Necanicum Junction and
the rising sun, | taste my nerves in my
throat Black 1ce sparkles as we fork south
nS3 | feel hke Shim Pickens 1n the movie
Fail Safe”, riding through the sky on a
nuclear warhead

we edqe
and Hamlet Road Dawn tries desperately to
chimb over the eastern hills and warm the

wuthward past Horecny s spread

Nehalem Valley The coffee areqs threaten to
form a skin of 1ce at the base of my cup

5, the trip down 53 1s a cat
ind mouse, hound and hare affair--the road a
crawny string of chuck-holed, shoulderless

For l0Q trucker

pavement, blind corners, and treacherous
winter footing Inour old truck with iIts
shick condom tires, an 1ICy morning 1s a run
through the gauntlet, aflight downMI G
Alley amarch with "the 600" !hff)uqh the
valley of Death

‘L oaded loqqger, northbound, Milepost 3,”
Slippery as greased
whale snot this morning, Timr

‘Yeah, did you see that boat that launched
itself oyt through the trees back there?
Trailer must have left the road when 1t hit
1ce and went airborne

| cross myself and hunker lower In the
seat

Highway 53, like the rock song title of the
50's, traverses “20 miles of bad road”~ Some
drivers stop completely as they approach the
most dangerous curves in the higher areas
between the Nehalem Fish Hatchery and the
Sunset Highway Chuck holes gutter the
pavement, tire tracks appear high on mud
banks adjacent to the pavement, delineating
the vectors selected by prudent, terrified

drivers

we hear over theCHB

&

we grow! south through anqular hills and

watercourses perqsvik Lreek Jack HOrner
reek. Soapstone Creek, and the Nehalem

River The river and its valley debouch from
between mountains and lead south to the sea
The dangerous travelling 1s past Ab and |
vyarn a few stories and relax near the qrace
W God's Valley Just north of Mohler

{ those of us who ve been forced to

mmute back and fortt

=T 1']“,‘,\; 53 adue to

rock slides survive main jeath | will

-"-f»‘." 11 the

presence of T ,'\‘:r‘}\tﬂnu‘\ |

mmend the qenera tizenry and the ]i"!}
truck grivers who pr eed cautiously and

] thr

wirteously . w N '---;r'.’frr" in a hard

place at abad time

A loaded logger moving north today stated
the situation clearly on ! B radio as he
pproached the end of the detour

aded logger Milepost 5 Headed north
aded logger Milepost 2 Headed north

Logqger, l0aded, Milepost | and Goddam

Jiad of 1t
wher _‘i‘.Ir* 1y ) Der 3QAIr | Assure
you, readers, | will be most grateful
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ey Sugarman left this world Feb 2nd, 1994
he had 11 1n her will that if 1t became counter
product ive, someone should pull the plug Quincy had
L upu he died as she Lived honestly . passionately
and with aminimum of bullshit Quincy . when | met
her and unti] her death wor ked for OSPIRG U egon

g Pubhic Interest Research Oroup We wor ked
together for about three yvears, and the last time | Saw
her was when she came to visit me at the book store
here in Cannon Beach, with her huge white dog A Oreal
Pyrenees or something She had lost a lot of weight
again, and | didn't recognize her for a moment [t
cared me a little, perhaps my hear! knew

Quincy loved Cannon Beach and wou ld alweys 1ind
ways 1o come down  She got a lot of help from the active
environmental community We were working on
the Recycling initiative with the
annon Beach Energy folks, Mary Anne, Rippey , Jim
Hannen  the requlars We were doing a raffle and fund

Measure 6

raiser in Bill's and ever ybody was having fun and we
made money , and | felt at home Quincy had driven us
down in her truck She alweys had a nome for her
trucks Mary Anne arranged for us to stay in that tiny
cabin right on the beach in front of Haystack rock. |
moved down soon after | took several road trips with
Quincy , we wor ked the Oregon State Fair in Salem
together  talking recycling On the drive home we
talked about Orateful Dead shows we d seen , and the
sixties, and stuff we did and stuff we hoped to do

Quincy was the Science person at OSPIRG, she could
tell you which companies in Oregon were good guys and
bad Quys and back 1t up with dats and explain the
chemistry MIT taught her a lot

Quincy was respected in the Oregon State Legislature
and in the Environmental Community of Oregon for her
har d work | her great good humor and her honesty She
lobbied and researched and wrote and did news
conferences Everyone in Oregon who wor ked around
the Environmental Folks had at least heard of her She
was legendery for having seen the Grateful Dead live
over 300, or 400, or | don't know 1f anyone but Quincy
knows how many . times  |I'm sure she had plans o see
them this spring

Quincy reminded me of the Jewish aunt | always
thought 1t would be nice to have Emma Goldman of the
B0'sand 90's She had a sense aboul her , 5 style of her
own She was a sister of the Feminist Movement , and
happily, a sister to the men she worked with.  She gave
respect when 11 was deser ved . and commandad 1t
always. She will always have mine

| would like to suggest that Quincy’s friends at
OSPIRG and USP IR0, and throughout the Environmental
and Political Community, set up a8 fund to provide a
scholar ship in the Environmental/political sciences
for achallenged young woman , and ask (he Dead to kick
it off Andcall It the Quincy Sugar man/Or ateful Dead
Memorial Scholarship for the Environment, Politics
and Rock & Roll 'We need 1o write a grant

Wwe have lost a champion
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February aqgan yme through with a very
Ne o Wy dose of nshine mes the vear
w! ,lv’r y \ [ A v 4 lr R
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14 to provige a ) Dreak, we predict af
ediate HON drop 1n state population
with the sury il indicted as ax
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February f1inal weekend :1'--".“'.\{-;-."'

innual Seatood and Wine festival ¥ (and
WOl 1) wine maker ind sealood
purvey jJathered in an immense tent on
the 123 1de of the bay o peddle anyvthing

f y taste t y ! A 1 O the
respective wares to approximately 20,000

visitors and a small coterie of shell shocked

itives Notable this vear was the expanded

nber of vendors oftering the festive an
pportunity to indulge 1n that quintessential
Northwest e eal i delicacy, the
frletnamese Spr 1 |
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f1eher W me * VAl ha
\nnounced he ning for State Rep fror
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Hedy Kk who has announdc ed she doesn't
intend torun | re-electior

The MHono W 1 Terrihlé Why ' wWork
for me

Farly to bed and early to rise, & et
probal ) ind rational way torun a
e HoOwever ve 50 and you m me of
the most entertaining things that I 1n
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Ul elves ..,,’-! W the dey

1l weed,
off tothe local QuickyMart to J'r‘f some
Immediately in front of us In the line 15
i f & ] ¢

i Attractive i'r'., me 25 ol thirty

LUMimer ¢ Ahead of her ayouth of Jr High
vintage The youth asks the clerk for
1qarettes

| FREK  can't sell you toba inle
youre 18 and have 1D You qot to have hair
N vour chest 1o buy ( 1Qar eltes here Doy

Youth mutter:

1001
YOUNG L ADY I‘.r'li'.lflr]3 May | have a pack of

""-"’r”.'lll-i'l'] T‘IFrI{ '.']f the

El Ropo Grandes please’”
CLERK 1so smihing) “well, | don't know
Got hair on your chest”

YOUNG LADY (smile wider

Yesl "“”]'JF iy
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architect

Liry Bowouly See 15 L, Disanime Erpens ntabed

architecture & environmental planning
25925 NW. St Helens Rd., Scappoose, OR 97056
(503) 5432000
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