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The la f lu e a c e  of A llea  G ia ib e rg  
oa the M adera A a e r ic a a  Poet

by B i l l  C lu m e

thanks for the gift, B .
k ' M l i t y  SandWKfatt, City Lights, 1963
two dollars fifty cents,
it was my first poetry
seventeen years old and stupid
with w esterns and science
fiction and Doc Savage
and an internalized narra tive
th a t could have drow ned me
b u t then to find this
m a local lib rary '
did they  know w hat they  h a d ’
som ebody m ust not have know n '
or they  never would have let them  have it'
1 didn t understand  much of it, wow
m ore confusing than anything
I d ever read it angered me,
some, and then  1 saw that little
stanza portion, to paraphrase

'a rm ies fucking
joyfully on the b a ttle fie ld s ''
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how disgusting ' it m ade me sick» 
men fucking each o th e r’ '’  
on a ba ttle fie ld?”
i t s  im m oral' they should be ou t there
shooting each other, bayonettm g each other, 
napaim ing and garottm g each other, 
they should have been cutting each other s balls off, 
not fondling them ' how sick»

thank you for the gift, B ,
Reality San& ndM s, city  Lights, 1963
I never did own a copy,
although I did have a Green Automobile 
once bu t tha t is another story
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CANMOM B t A C H  J u p ite r  s hare and Used 
Books. The Cookie Co . C o if»« Cabana. B il ls  
Tavern. The W haler. Osburn's. Cannon Beech 
Book Co . The B is tro . M id tow n Cafe. & Once 
Upon a Breeze
M A M /A N IT A  M anzanita Haws &. Espresso. 
Cassandra s. & The Video S to re  
T IL L A b lO O t Muddy W aters  Tea & Coffe« Co . 
S Rainy Pay Books 
NESKO W IM  The Hawk Cr«»k Cafe 
P A C I I IC  C U V  The R iver House 
lIM C O tM  C IT V  T r ill iu m  H a lu ra l Foods. Lincoln 
C ity  L ib ra ry
Mt W P O W I Don P e tr ie s  Ita lia n  Food Co . S> 
Oceana
E U 6 I Mt The WOW Hall. KLCC. & Oesis 
S A I t f l  H e lio trope  
A S  I  (M il A KMUW. Columbia Cafe, the 
C om m unity  S to re . & Cafe U niontown 
S t AS ID E  Turnar ound Books. E a rth lid » . Buck s 
Book B arn . U n iversa l Video 5 Cafe Espresso 
POUT I AMD The Goos» H ollow  Inn. P ow ell s 
Books (T w o  Lo ca tio ns ) . Music M illennium  (T w o 
Loca tions). The le u r « ith ir s t .  Kay Largo. East 
Ave Tavern , and m any many m ore
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