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Back From  the  R ive r 

by
Suzy Ofriion

R ota t ing s lo w ly  w h ile
my m in d s  eye bring«, me 
to  thp  ground, to  e a rth  
S i t t in g  tn a t in  box, 
much to  see p a ss ing  by - 
in o ld  be ok en dow n schoo l bus

Props o f w a te r  r o l l in g  dow n 
my s tom ach, sand tn my b u tto x . 
green - f lo w in g  on by 
An o ld  sheet m *d a l box, the  hous ing  
fo r  ru s t in g  e le c t r ic  w ire s -  
a b ird  lands upon i t ,  
i t  co n tin u e s  to  ru s t

a porch , o ld  and wooden, 
here and th e re , d e c re p it b room s, 
lean ing  near m ore  re m n a n ts  of 
people now gone- appearing  
th a t w ay as if  m any years  
had gone by w ith o u t 
a n y th ing  m ovm q

S w ay ing  roads ide  weeds, dancing  
in the  breeze, be ing  coo led  fro m  
the a lm o s t s w e lte r in g  sun 
on a lazy G eorg ia day

Above, a g l is te n in g  speck of 
f l in t in g  lig h t  as rny t in  box co ve rs  
th is  co u n ty  s  s p id e rw e b  of h iq h w a ys

I f lo a t  hack to  fhe s k ie s
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T he Golden Cord

VHESE TO GET AI EDGE

CANNON BEACH Jupiler s Rare and 
Used Books The Cookie Co . Coffee 
Cabana B illsT a ve rn  The Whaler. 
Osburn s. Cannon Beat h Book Co . The 
Bistro Midtown Cafe ¿.Once Upon a 
Breeze
M ANZANITA Manzanita News &
Espresso Cassandra t  A The Video Store 
TILLAMOOK Muddy Waters Tea & 
Coffee Co . A Hainy Day Books 
NESKOWIN The Hawk Creek Cafe 
PACIFIC CITY The River House 
LINCOLN CITT I r i l l iu m  Natural Foods 
L inco ln  City L ib ra ry
NEWPORT Don Petrie s Ita lian Food Co . 
A Oceana
EUGENE The WOW Hall KLCC A Oasis 
SALEM Heliotrope 
ASTORIA KMUN Columbia Cafe the 
Community Store & Cafe Uniontown 
SEASIDE Turnaround Books Earlhlide 
Buck s Book Barn & Cafe Espresso 
PORTLAND The Goose Hollow Inn 
Powell s Books (Two Locations) Music 
M illenn ium  (Two Isolations) The 
Lau re lth irs t Key la rg o  East Ave 
Tavern and many many more

T h e re  is a go lden  co rd  lik e  m anacles 
or fa e r ie  cha in  th a t  w ra p s  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld  
and  in  our b ra in s  I t  k n o ts  i t  up, 
i t  t ie s  i t  dow n , you  kn o w , you  c u t i t  you  go 
m ad  th e y  say For once you  see th a t  tassel 
h a n g in g  loose lik e  snakes
you  cann o t get i t  back to  h o w  i t  w as - -  
C h r is t ' to  see in s id e  th e  li fe  
o f th in g s  --  th e  s lope of rock  th a t  fa lls  
ben ea th  th e  sea, th e  s p a rro w 's  w ild  h e a rt, 
y o u r  eyes Your eyes

To la l l  in  is n a tu ra l, i t  is n a tu ra l 
to  fa ll,  and  n o t to  f lo a t u n t i l  th e y  toss you  
fro m  th e  shore  th a t go lden  co rd  
th a t  b in d s  you  to  y o u r igno rance , 
th a t  re ta ke s  you,
and  m akes you  fo r the  m o m e n t sane
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