Danns Awarded Alternative Nobel Prize
Michelle Syverson

Mary and Carrie Dann of the western Shoshone
Nation received the 1993 Right Livelihood Award
In Sweden on December 9th, for “their couraqge
and perseverance In asserting the rights of
Indigenous people to their 1and”™ The $200,000
Iward was shareq by five women, or women-led
movements, who have "made outstanding positive
contribytions in situations of crisis or conflict
The Awards were presented In the Swedish
Pariiament on December 9th, the day before the
Nobel Prize presentations (The Awarags are
often referred to as the "Alternative Nobe!

Prize” )

Although Mary was unable to attend the event
Larrie ang her niece flew to Sweden on 3 western
Shoshone passport They were forced to fly and
return via Canada because the U5 does not
recognize Native American Passports (All other
ountries in the world accept the western
ohoshone passport ) After the Award caremony
In Stockholim, Carrie spoke at a number of event
In Germany, and addressed the European
Parhament 1n Strasbourg

Many of us are aware of the Dann sisters
strugqgle to protect their 1and because we were
fortunate enough to have Carrie Dann visit
Cannon Beach on two separate occastions In 19973
In March she spoke at a fund raiser for the
western Shoshone Nation, and in September she
was 3 quest speaker at a major cultural event
celebrating the year of indigenous peoples Both
events were held at the Chamber of Commerce in
Cannon Beach and attended by hundreds of
residents and tourists

For more than twenty years, the Dann sisters
have been at the forefront of their peoples
struggie against the attempted exporpriation of
their 1and by the US Government and its
deqradation of the land by mining and nuclear
testing Mary ang Carrie Dan, age 70 ang 60
respectively, are traditional western Shoshone
women and the major leaders in their peoples
political ana lega! pattie to retain their
ancestral lands Since 1972 the Dann sisters
have been waqing a battie with the US
Government through litigation and civil
di1sobedience

To understand the 91qu1gar»r» of their
strugqgle, the following 1s a brief history of the
western Shoshone Nation

The western Shoshone Nation's territory, as
derined in the Treaty of Ruby Valley in 1868,
Includes two-thirds of the State of Nevada and
small portions of California, ldaho, and Utah
This treaty was not a treaty of cession, but of
peace and friendship, granting the citizens of the
United States safe passage through Shoshone
Territory and permitting a small amount of
mining and ranching in "wlpm‘ 1Ific areas

The Treaty of Ruby Valley, like other treaties
between the United States Government and Indian
Nations, has been abrogated and undermined by
US domestic law For example, the General
Allotment Act of 1887 was designed to break up
Indian territories that were used 1n common, by
alloting between BO and 160 acres to individual
ownership, all remaining 1and automatically
became US property

In the 19th century, the US Supreme Court
successfully developed the theory of trusteeship,
giving the trustee, (US A ), unlimited power over
Indian land and property The Indian Nations
became wards of the US Government and the
Bureau of Ind1an Affairs (BIA) The new
aaministering body was implemented to “take
care” of Indian Nations and their property

Through aifferent legislative acts, almost 90%
of western Shoshone |and and resources
qradually came under control of the US
Department of Interior and its branches, the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the
Department of Energy In 1951, the Nevada Test
Site was established, where the US and Great
Britian conducted more than 100 atmospheric
tests - more than have been conducted anywhere
else in the world In all, 950 nuclear bombs have
been detonted on Shoshone land since 1951, the
most recent in April, 1990

In 1946, the Indians Claims Act was ratified
In order to resolve Indian claims to lands taken
by the US The Indian Claims Commission (1CC)
was founded to handle these claims The western
Shoshone were compensated, against their will
for 1and they alleqgedly lost 1n 1872 Thewu
efforts to stop the proceedings and fire their
wash ngton attorney were gented Prior to 1968
Ind1an Nations had no free choice of legal
representation all contracts were arr anqed and
controlled by the BIA

n 1979 the urt of Claims awar ded s.-“
milthion dollars moensation for taking 24
milhon acres of western Shoshone land Bul
more than BOR of the western Shoshone people
despite their poverty voted against accepting
the money Instead the aw ",!' Was [.i aced In an
nterest-Dearing a wnt at the f'*‘{n‘ll"!ﬂlg‘fr’ at
nterior and now totals well over $60 millio

yince the western Shoshone did not sell or cede

ther I|’('r1 they ;-.:.:

y requested that the Uniteqd
‘tates observe the Treaty of Ruby Valley

in December 19G1 the Qth Circuit Court ruled
that the clar ward which the Shosone neyer
\ccepted, extinquished subsistence rights
Juaranteed in the Treaty of Ruby Valley These
sybsistence rights are the right to hunt, fish, and
gather and are separate rights to their own
natural resources

Mary and Carrie Dann's ranch 1s in Crescent
Valley 1n the heart of wWestern Shoshone
territory n 14977 ”“"Y WEre Approac hed by a
BLM ranger who demanded to see their arazing
permit  They arqued that their cattle were
Irazing on western Shoshone territory, but they
were nonetheless sued for trespassing in 1974

nJune 1991 as aresuit of the demal of
western Shoshone (andright the Federal
District ( ourt of Nevada authorized the BLM to
reduce the Dann livestock because they were
overgrazing” According to Citizen Alert, the
major environmental organization in Nevada, the
Danns do not over raze

On March 26, 1992 1nresponse to the first
round-up conducted by the BLM, the wWestern
shoshone National Council nationalized the
The BLM 1gnored the

change of ownership and attempted another

live tOCk Of the ‘ Inn

hwestock reduction” on April Sth which failed
because of the non-violent resistance of western
noshone and non-ind1an supporters

In November 19492 the BLM conducted another
round-up of 269 "unauthorized horses qQrazing on
public 1and” with helicopters armed sheriffs and
federal agents Mary and Carrie’'s brother
Clhifford Dann, tried to prevent the confiscation
when he was unsuccesful he threatened to 1gnite
nimself, but federal officers wrestlied him to the
qround After treatment in a hospital he was
arrested OnMarch 3rd, 1993, he was convicted
of assaulting federal officers and incarcerated
at the federal prison in Lompoc, California Last
month he was released and 1s back home helping
at the ranch The Dann sisters have requested
that President Clinton pardon him of hs “crime”

The Dann sisters have recently discovered
that Kennecot, a subsidiary of British Rio Tinto
2inc, plan to start another major mining
operation on the Shoshone land The Western
Shoshone have never received compensation for
damaqe by mining, or royalties for their
resources Kennecot s new mine “Placer Dome”
will cover 1,700 acres, plus tailings covering
650 acres, directly affecting the health of the
Dann family and the environment of the land and
all 1its inhabitants This open pit mine operation
will affect springs and poison the main fresh
water source of Crescent Valley
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tamps to provide the oriqinal endowment  von
Uexkuyll felt that the Nobel Prizes had become too
narrow and specialized and 1qnored much work

ind know ledge vital for the survival of
humank ind Reciprents of the Right Livelihood
Award are chosen annually by an international
wry 1in such fields as environmental protection
peace and disarmament, and econornic and human
developement The Right Livelthood Award cash
prizes are desiqgnated for the support of onqoing
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Michelle WVersor Fxecytive Ihirector of
nvironmental News Network and represents the
Right Livelihood Awards in North America For
more intormatiorn ntact her at PO Box 680

Manzanita, Or 97130)

(We at the Edqge are pleased Lo announce that this
1S the 1irst of an onqoing series of articles
Michelle will be writing for the Edge )
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Because fascism 1s a hie, 1L 13
condemned to literary sterilily  And
when it 13 past, 1t will have no
history, except the bloody history of
murder Ernest Hemingway
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