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Letters from Chicage
by Marsha Morgan

Oh, it was a very sad day in Bridgeport
Mighty Bo had struck out Not to mention
the "Big Hurt” and the even bigger Bell
Chicago had three mighty Caseys and they
had all struck out

As | walked to the bus stop on the day
after the Sox ignominous defeat in Comisky
Park, | saw a hand lettered sign in the
gutter, "White Sox Suck™ and graffiti on a
newly painted wall, a more economical,
“Sox Suk © It's not that south side fans are
rude (they are), but they show their anger,
disappointment and sadness They don't
make excuses, they just express
themselves

At first this didn't sit night with me  I'm
a Cubs fan after all, and | was shocked
when the Sox fans booed their own home
team during the first two games of the
playoffs Cubs fans go out of their minds
when the team makes it to 500, even
when they win a game decisively,
northsiders celebrate for days after

A few days before, | attended a party on
Taylor Street in what remained of the old
[talian neighborhood before Mayor Richard
| Daley turned it into a sprawling, soul-less
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university Taylor street was experiencing
gentrification, and the party | attended
was a grand old six-flat, newly renovated
and inhabited by mugrating North Siders
The party was on two levels and
downstairs, the large TV screen was
surrounded by an upwardly mobile crowd
cheering the Sox in that do-or -die Sox
game in Toronto [ joined in, of course, at
this point, happy to be cheering any
winning Chicago team

North side fans are forgiving They wait
until next year, they make excuses, they
{ill the stadium game after game and cheer
for a team completely out of the running

The south siders tolerate no excuses
There 1s no pretence at gentlemany or
ladylike sportsmanship When the Cubs
won the division and went to the playolfs
against San Diego, Sox fans wore San Diego
T-shirts and hats When the Sox stink up
the south side, the fans do not speak
encouragingly about next year They get
mad Sox suk

Perhaps it is ime we do the same, to
speak out in anger and tell the Chicago
Cubs organization just how disappointing it
1S to be a Cubs fan How terrible 1t is to tell
our children and our friends, year after
year, to ‘wait until next year’ To make
excuses and talk about sportsmanship and
sticking wath your team, win or lose,
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regardless of how crazy your friends and
especially your children think you might
be Being a Cubs fan 1s like expecting the
tooth fairy to leave money when you have
your wisdom teeth removed

Enough already Let's quit saying wait
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untl next year The waiting should be
over by now and the rewards should be
forthcoming Get it together, guys | don't
care whether 1t's management or coaching
or leadership or hittung or pitching or the
fact that the locker rooms are as old as Old
Man Doubleday For god’s sake, let's
fervently pray that the Cubs make their
Number One resolution in 1994 to Play
Ball, really Play Ball! Otherwise, | resolve
to attend all Cubs games 1n the parking lot
of the 7-11 across the street {rom the old
friendly confines and yell, Cubs Stnk
Cubs Stunk Oh, God That felt 5000 good
Just try it once Youll feel so much better
Cubs Stunk!
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(Although we understand Marsha 1s just
going through the winter withdrawal
symptoms common in baseball fans, we
feel we must print this disclaimer Any
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optnions of the author about the Cubs or ey T
their fans, are strictly those of the author, : t, 2
and are not necessarily those of The Upper &8  10-C

Left Edge, its publishers, editors, or its
advertisers [t shall continue to be the
policy of this paper to support the Chicago
Cubs to its last dying breath -ed)

EXTRA CREDIT - Vernon L aw
whose son vance totled for the
Por tland Bevos before moving
up to the Pirates in 1980




