
W in te r song

The sun has made i t s  way beh ind  th e  sea. 
s lo w ly  i t s  c o lo rs , i t s  reds  and i t s  go lds  
lik e  f a l l  leaves fa l l in g  in  i  s tre a m , and gone 
W in te r w in d s  s lid e  a c ross  the  w a te r, 
th e ir  m ovem ents  c ir c u la r  lik e  gho s ts , dancers 
maybe fro m  long ago, or ju s t  la s t year 
They enter th is  th in  ja cke t we share  i t ,  
we ve shared th is  coa t b e fo re , and overhead 
a thousand l i t t l e  l ig h ts  beg in  to  sh ine  
Behind rne s tands  a moon as c o ld  as bone 
and f la t as a p la te , g lo w in g  lik e  a p ro m ise , 
a m ag ic  dream , maybe Or m aybe n o t - -  
the  moon is  t r ic k y ,  and so is  the  sea 
I t  r w i ld  in  th is  w in d y  w in te r  n ig h t 
l ik e  ch e s ts  o f s ilv e r  co in , heaved and s c a tte re d , 
a p e rp e tu a l la rgesse  upon the  shore

T on igh t, though, i t  s those  tre e s  th a t c a tc h  my eye 

ttie  ones up on th a t h i l l to p  over th e re , 
g lo w in g  in the m o o n lig h t, s ta te ly ,  serene 
c o m fo r ta b ly  w hat they are. and p a tie n t 
w i th  the  in f in i te  patier»< e o f a l l th in g s  
th a t a re  not human Are they the  ones7 
If they are  i l l  m is s  them , and w o u ld  ra th e r  
they re m a in  as they are than tra n s fo rm e d  
to  num bers in  some r ic h  rnan s bank account

Som ew here . though, in s id e  th e ir  m id s t
I see the  b r ig h tn e s s  o f a f a r - o f f  f i r e ,
one f 11 led w i th  pow er, but co n ta ined , re s tra in e d
in s ide  the  c ir c le  e tched  out on the g rass
th e re , in s id e  the da rkness o f tha t w ood land
l cart m ake out shadow s round th a t f i r e
of dancers, s ilh o u e tte d  re v e le rs ,
and I can hear the sounds o f p ipes  and drum s,
and la u g h te r, and q iddy c o n v e rs a tio n
co v e rin g  those w in te r  s p r ite s  lik e  snow
I t 's  th a t t im e  o f year you know , s o ls t ic e  tim e .
when the  co n s ta n t co ld , the e v e r-p re s e n t fa c t
o f sacr i f  ice  p ro m p ts  the f in e r  b lossom s
o f the human s p r in t  to  b loorn and show
th e ir  beauty

Long ago. long, long ago, 
b e fo re  the  ignom iny  of the c ross , 
long b e fo re  the  c o rp o ra te  takeover 

o f th is  b o n e -c h il l in g  t im e  o f human need, 
we c e le b ra te d  the  ye a r's  s m a lle s t day 
lik e  the  babe i t  w as . and as b ir th  shou ld  be 
g ree ted  we danced and sang and laughed about 
the happy t im e s  to  corne The fo re s t 
w as w h e re  we m et and m a ted  in the  co ld  
and made our s ta n d  o f innocence S o m e tim es  
I th ink  how  th in g s  are now , th is  t im e  when we 
have to o  much of w h a t w e do not need, 
and do not have enough of w h a t's  e s s e n tia l, 
w a te r  th a t is  good to  d r in k , and a ir th a t 's  
p lea su re a b le  to  b rea the  And fo re s tla n d  
to  w a lk in s ide , sa fe  p laces  fo r  s p i r i t s  
o f long -ago  a n re s to rs  to  re s t,  
bark fo r  them  to  w ear in w in te r  u n t i l  
they choose to  shed i t .  choose to  r e jo in  us 
in our m o o n lit  re v e ls  round the  f ire  
th a t is  o lde r than h u m a n ity , 
th a t w in te r  f i r e  th a t w a rm s  us in these  t im e s  
o f dark , th a t keeps our faces  p ink , s m ilin g , 
u n t i l  the  f a r - o f f  so u th e rn  sun re tu rn s  
to  sh ine  again upon our co n s ta n t sea
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The ocean ca rves  sensua l, o va ria n  ho les 
In the  c l i f f  su rro und ing  and p ro te c t in g  
The cu rve s  o f the wom an
Over the  b o tto m
S hadow ing the  s ta r t  ish
P a lm ing  s tones  ro lle d  round th rough  m ille n iu m s  
Of f r ic t io n a l ,  f lo w in g  o f s a lt  and w a te r 
w in d  ca rv in g , pounding
R em oving land s ro u n d a tio n
P repa ring  the  fe a s t fo r eyes
Running f in g e rs  th rough  openings
B o w l lik e  ca rv in g s
W here vac any be tw een
Becomes the  fu n c t io n
To f i l l  w i th  eyes, hands, im a g in a tio n  
S ca rs  made b e a u tifu l,  beauty  sca rre d  
le s s o n s  speaking th rough  anc ien t human g i l ls  
S ca les  f lo a t in g  out to  sea w ith  tr»e sand
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