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In spite of everything, I still believe 
that people are good at heart.

C h ris tm a s  82  shuddered in wan and 
ch e e rle ss  to  c o n fro n t the rem n an ts  o f my 
fa m ily  huddled in  the O ld Seaman's Home on 
Lau re l S tre e t Our m o the r had d ied  the 
p rev io us  year B ro th e r T im  and I had Peen 
squeezing a t su b s is te n ce , lim p in g  a long day 
by day on the  s m e ll o f an o i ly  rag

A s p e ll o f w e a th e r bore in, so co ld  th a t 
th ru shes  c ru m p le d  over in  roadw ays, th e ir  
w i l l  to  liv e  exhausted  W ater b u rs t fro m  
cab in  p ipes and g lazed  in shee ts  o u ts id e  
una ttended  hom es Our food s to re s  became 
p ite o u s ly  dep le ted  a  week b e fo re  C h ris tm a s  
a t r ip  to  the cupboard or re f r ig e ra to r  revea led  
l i t t l e  fo r  c e le b ra t io n  an a s s o rtm e n t o f o ld  
J e l lo  boxes, th re e  ja rs  o f fro ze n  m a rin a ra  
sauce o f in d e te rm in a te  v in ta g e , h a lf  a fro ze n  
b la c k b e rry  p ie  (baked in the f a l l  o f 81), and 
seve ra l re m a in in g  t in s  o f tuna f is h  fro m  a 
sa le  case purchased at Osburn s G rocery a 
m onth  b e fo re

Anne Frank

M a tte rs  had reached a deep s ta te  o f g loom  
and despondency One noon as I p repared  our 
d a ily  tuna sand w iches , my b ro th e r re b e lle d

By God," he c a lle d  to  me. "I m no t e a tin g  
any m ore b loody ca t food'"

Our so le  heat source, a wood bu rn ing  s tove  
piped in to  a m asonry  ch im ney, w as rendered 
inoperab le  C reoso te  leach ing  th ro ugh  the 
ch im ney th re a te n e d  f i r e  We chose s h iv e r in g  
On December 2 3 rd  the te m p e ra tu re  o u ts id e  
w as 17 deqrees Ins ide  our house, 21 degrees 
we s le p t in s ide  s le ep ing  bags, dressed, 
underneath  the  cove rs  on our beds F ro s t 
r im m e d  the in s id e  o f our m u lh o n e d  w in d o w s

No money fo r  g i f t s  Work ran  s h o rt 
C lie n ts  e ith e r  d idn  t ,  o r cou ldn  t,  pay us In 

d e sp e ra tio n  I fash ioned  a d o ll house g i f t  fo r  
my goddaughter fro m  sh in g le  sc raps  To fend 
o f f  dep ress ion , T im  and I cu t f ire w o o d  to  f i l l  

in our days, g lean ing  d r i f t  logs on the  fro ze n  
beach

On the Eve o f C h ris tm a s  I w a lke d  to  the 
beach, lach rym ose , despondent, w e lle d  up 
w ith  im ages o f Dr Zhivago w a s tin g  in  h is  
house of ice  I had 38 c e n ts  to  m y name The 
a ir a t the  sea w as s t i l l ,  so ta u t co ld  one cou ld  
a lm o s t hear i t  s in g  At the  w a te r 's  edge, a 
leg ion  o f dead Dungeness Crab corpses 
l i t t e r e d  the beach, f la s h  fro z e n  and s tre tc h in g  
n o rth  and sou th  as fa r  as I cou ld  see 
G a the ring  an a rm lo a d  fo r  a C h ris tm a s  fe a s t 
w as te m p tin g , but one never cooks a dead 
crab  I le f t  them , n o tin g  the irony , and 
tru n d le d  home g ru m b lin g  in  the  c h i l l  a ir  to  a 
f i t f u l l  s leep

S cand inav ian  lo re  says th a t a l l the w o r ld  s 

a n im a ls  ta lk  a t m id n ig h t on C h ris tm a s  Eve 
Perhaps a s tra y  ca t eavesdropped and 

recoun ted  m y a b je c t s ta te  to  a ne ighborhood 
cur He, in  tu rn , m ay have m en tion ed  my

C O M K T I D  IO A  N A C If lC  M U N I I

DECEM BER
AUHMl' »«Mie BM • ». A«r ’<«1 1 ’ Mtf ARI • Mt

A M 4M
(JAM » M A Am  A

• A * ' Ï0» 7 4 »3 47 4 1
1 Thu J 40 7 < 1 17 4 0
J Fr J »9 7 4 3 17 4 7
« SM 4 04 7 0 )  17 0 7

4 40 •  0 4 14 T »
» 4 4C •  2 4 13 TO

’ Tu. •  11 •  4 4 M 0 7
I f 75 •  0 4 14 •  0
» Thu •  »4 9 4 4 7> 7 0

10 Fr t o o 9 9 10 3» 7 4
11
»? Sun
* 1 44o* •
13 *

•  44 10 »
>0 41 »0?
0 / 0  7 9

113» »0 1

11 V 7 7

14 Tub » 00 •  » 13 i t 0 4
»•. 1 44 4 7 1 03 4 4
' •  Thu 2 M 4 2 1 44 > 0
17 Fr 177 •  Z 2 .» 4 4
<4 M t 4 04 4 » ) 74 TO
»9 Skm 4 4e •  » .  I I 7 1
A  M a r Ç 4 J T •  1 4 30 4 4
3» Tu» « » 1 4 J •  44 4 7
27 A » , 4 M « 1 7 44 4 1
11 Thu 7 44 •  4 4 0 4 4 3
24 Fr 8 3» •  4 10 04 •  4
75 Sai > 1 3 •  » 10 44 TO
1« Sur
1' M o-
a  rua C  
a

9 4C
10 JO 
0 / 2

11 i>

•  0  
9 2
7 4
> 4

11 40 T Ï

♦ cz 7 4 13 01 4 4
»  Thu 1 39 4 0 ■ 1 4 4
3« Fr H f u 1 3> 4 7

C(*MCrtOfO« MllfK.
DECEMBER

•*v*»ihRwa «m  «I ’M* «•* -AM
I ■ A» AM «* M
■ abbÜW» A M • A M B

1 7 17 1 3 0 01 0  4
Ì  'hu 7 M 3 1 0 40 0  4
)  »« •  44 3 3 •  14 0  1
4 Sat 4 n 1 3 10 07 0 3
4 ’Mm »0 41 3 0 10 V4 0 4
e u » 11 41 7 0 I t  44 1 4
J Tu. I 04 1 4
4 * » } 0 41 1 > 3 19 » »
» Thu » 44 7 3 3 14 0 3

10 Fr 71 1 3 0 4 17 0  4
1» Sbi 340 7 7 4 ON 1 I
13 4 47 7 0 4 47 1 4
13 Mkx * 4 14 7 0 e 44 1 4
«  Tu. « I t 2 « 7 74 » 3
»4 W »’ 731 1 » 4 11 0 9
>0 Thu 4 ’ 0 7 > 4 41 4) 4
17 Fr 4 M 30 4 31 0 3
»0 S«f >43 TO 10 10 0 9
'» 10 4« 7 9 10 40 1 4
zc u c 11 41 7 0 11 >4 1 1
I l  Tu. I l  M 3 4
a  w « i 0 34 1 T 1 44 1 «
IT  Thu 1 IT 3 7 3 40 1 4
24 Fr 7 3 0 34 3 40 0 4
24 J »4 14 4 34 0 3
24 Smr 4 03 3 7 4 17 O 1
7 ’ Mi - 4 4Z 14 4 47 0  4
I t  Tu. o 4 37 34 4 14 0  4
-h> W ik i 4 3 0 34 7 11 0 4
TO Thu 704 37 7 47 0 4
3» Fr 1 « 7 9 4 33 0 4

These wor ds. w r it  ten by Anne Frank in 

her d ia ry , re m in d  us tha t o f te n  hope and 
fa ith  in the fu tu re  are a ll th e re  is  le f t  fo r  
the c h ild re n  o f our w o r ld

Dur mg th is  season, when we focus  on 
c h ild re n  and the fa m ily ,  we fe e l i t  is  
im por tan t to  rem em ber th is ,  and do our 
best to  make sure they do have a fu tu re  
f i l le d  w i th  hopes and dream s

Anne d ied  in the  B ergen-B e lsen  
c o n c e n tra tio n  cam p, a long w i th  m il l io n s  
whose on ly  c r im e  w as to  be born in  the 
w rong  p lace , a t the w rong  t im e , o r ra is e d  
w i th  the w rong  b e lie fs  We are the ones 
who dec ide  w h a t is  r ig h t  and w rong  fo r  
o u rse lve s  and our c h ild re n

The Anne Frank E xh ib it is  c u r re n t ly  
to u r in g  the Oregon Coast, in A s to r ia  
th rough  Dec 5 th , and then in  T illa m o o k  in  
January

We urge a l l  o f our re a d e rs  to  see the 
e x h ib it  and to  take th e ir  c h ild re n  By 
show ing  our c h ild re n  w hat w as done in  the 
pas t, w e can p reven t th is  fro m  happening 
ever aga in  It w i l l  be hard  to  e x p la in  to  
them , e s p e c ia lly  the younger ones, but i f  
Anne has taugh t us an y th in g , it  is  th a t our 
c h ild re n  are , and m ust be. s tro n g e r and 
braver than we have been

In the f ina l scene of the p lay  "The D ia ry  
o f Anne Frank", Anne s fa th e r s tands ce n te r 
s tage  w i th  her d ia ry  in  h is  hand H is  la s t 
lin e  is , "She p u ts  us to  shame "

As Mark Tw a in  sa id , "Humans are the 
on ly  a n im a ls  who fe e l shame, o r need t o "

BASEBALL
The Cubs have traded  fo r p itc h e r  

W il ly  Banks Ernie Banks was 
fam ous as "Mr Cub' and fo r  say ing  
I t 's  such a n ice  day fo r  baseba ll, 

le t s p la y  tw o '"  Le t's  hope W illy  
b r in g s  th a t s p i r i t  back! Go, C ubbies'

d e s t itu t io n  in  an as ide  to  the  Beers' fa m ily  
dogs, D u ffy  and Lyd ia , on th a t n ig h t I can 
on ly  su rm is e  th a t the  Beers fa m ily  heard 
th e ir  dogs w h is p e rin g  to g e th e r at m id n ig h t 
and e le c te d  to  g a the r us in  on C h ris tm a s

W hatever the  fa c ts ,  my b ro th e r and l w ere  
in v ite d  the  next m o rn ing  to  a sp lend id  
C h ris tm a s  b o u illa b a is s e  a t the  Beers ' home, 
re p le te  w i th  le v ity ,  d r in k , and r ic h  seasonal 
p rovender Our g ra t itu d e  endures

I f  your a n im a ls  ta lk  to  you th is  ho liday  

season and m e n tio n  someone o f need, p lease 
heed them  May the  s p i r i t  o f com passion 
p re v a il th is  C h ris tm a s  in your liv e s
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