
I m in  m y fo r t ie s  and una ttached  I ju s t 
f in is h e d  a re la t io n s h ip  th a t la s te d  severa l yea rs  
and ended bad ly  That s not my p rob lem  To be 
honest, I th in k  i t 's  a good t im e  fo r me to  be 
alone I have a ca re e r. fr ie n d s , and a f u l l  l i f e  My 
p rob lem  is  my f r ie n d s  They th ink  a man m y age 
sbouldn t be a lone and p e rs is t  in t ry in g  to  f i x  me 
up When I t e l l  them  I'm  not in te re s te d , they 
(e s p e c ia lly  the w om en) th in k  I'm  h id in g  m y re a l 
fe e lin g s  and am w a llo w in g  in  unspoken 
lo n e lin e ss  N o th ing  c o u ld  be fur the r fro m  the  
t ru th  Any su g g e s tio n s  how  I can get th is  
across?

Free in  A s to r ia

Dear Free,
For g e tt in g  m essages ac ro ss , no th ing  bea ts  

behaving  c o n s is te n tly  I f  y o u re  not p in in g  fo r  
love and com pan ionsh ip , i t  w i l l  show So w i l l  
d e n ia l Uncle M ike 's guess is  th a t you 're  s t i l l  
l ic k in g  your wounds W hile  he c o m p lim e n ts  your 
a b i l i t y  to  be alone (a ra p id ly  van ish ing  a b i l i t y ) ,  
he w onders  i f  you m ig h t not be w h is t l in g  d ix ie  
Your w om en fr ie n d s  w i l l  be the f i r s t  to  p ick  up 
on th is

I f .  on the o th e r hand, you 're  be ing  honest w ith  
y o u rs e lf,  be honest w i th  your fr ie n d s  Meet these 
new w om en and. i f  they in te re s t you. ca rve  out 
the s o r t o f re la t io n s h ip  you w ant One needn't 
a lw a y s  be in  love but i t  s hard to  have too many 
w a rm  human c o n ta c ts  Lay your ca rds  on the 
ta b le  T e ll them  you ve taken  a vow  of 
abs tin ence  u n t i l  you lea rn  how to  be a fr ie n d

Dear Uncle M ike,
Do you th in k  p o l i t ic a l c o rre c tn e s s  is  ju s t  a 

fad?  I hear th a t men are now  supposed to  get 
o ra l p e rm is s io n  fro m  wom en a t each s te p  lead ing  
to  p h y s ic a l in tim a c y  As a wom an, I rega rd  th is  
as insane and a s e rio u s  a tta c k  on rom ance What 
say you?

Debbie in P o rtla n d

Dear Debbie,
W hat can you say about fa s c is m ?
If  U ncle M ike 's  u n d e rs tan d ing  o f p o l i t ic s  is  

c o r re c t,  p o l i t ic a l  c o rre c tn e s s  is  a c o n tra d ic t io n  
o f te rm s  P o li t ic s  is  a d ia logue  be tw een  
fa c t io n s , the  f in a l fa c t io n  be ing  the in d iv id u a l 
I f , in  o rd e r to  be c o r re c t,  an idea m ust agree 
w i th  consensus, p o l i t ic a l a c t io n  becom es a s h e ll 
gam e, a r t and sc ience  become handm aidens to  
those  w i th  som e th ing  to  s e ll,  and the  human 
s p i r i t  is  reduced to  som e th in g  m uch lik e  g rue l

As fo r  n e g o tia t in g  in tim a c y . U ncle M ike 
re g a rd s  i t  as one o f the fe w  th in g s  w o r th  dying 
to  p reven t In h is  expe rience , in t im a c y  is  a lw a y s  
the  re s u lt  o f c o l le c t iv e  b a rg a in in g , bo th  p a r tn e rs  
b r in g in g  som eth ing  to  the  ta b le  Love occu rs  
be tw een  s p ir i ts ,  c o u r ts h ip  anchors , t  to  r e a l i ty  
in the m u tu a l exchange o f t ru s t  and d e vo tio n  To 
tu rn  th is  in to  a game o f M other, May I?  den ies 
h um an ity  fro m  b o th  s id e s  I t 's  hard to  see love 
f lo u r is h in g  under these  c o n d it io n s  Or, fo r  th a t 
m a tte r ,  fun

Dear Uncle M ike,
Ever s ince  I took m y daughte r to  see J u ra s s ic  

Park, she s e ig h t, she 's been w a n tin g  a baby 
a l l ig a to r  Do they  m ake good p e ts ?

Laura 5 ,  Beaverton

Dear Laura,
In a w o rd , no You shou ld  e x p la in  to  your 

daughte r th a t even S teven S p ie lb e rg  d inosau rs  
are p re tend  A l l ig a to rs  are re a l,  u s u a lly  
u n p le a sa n tly  so T e ll your c h i ld  th a t,  be ing  a
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r e p t i le ,  a l lig a to rs  d iv id e  the  w o r ld  in to  tw o  
p a r ts  That w h ich  shou ld  be k i l le d  and ea ten  and 
th a t w h ich  should on ly  be k i l le d  When she 
w h ines  th a t i t  w i l l  on ly  be a baby, t e l l  her tha t 
on ly  m akes the l i t t l e  p s y c h o tic  g u ic k e r on i t s  
fe e t E xp la in  th a t cu d d lin g  is  a concept a t leas t 
a hundred m il l io n  years beyond the  a l l ig a to r  s 
g rasp and th a t p lay is  so m e th in g  they don t even 
do w i th  th e ir  food As anyone u n fo r tu n a te  enough 
to  liv e  near a llig a to rs  (and c ro c o d ile s  are not one 
b i t  b e t te r )  w i l l  t e l l  you, th e y 're  about as much 
fun as p u ff adders

A tu p u m tu n -  —  (  H in e w  H e rb »  —  M a o u it r

Bob Rite L.Ac.
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