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S H O V E L E R

Large s h o ve l shaped bill, short t i n  *
Breed ing mate has green head, lo w e r neck 
and  b re as t sn ow  w h ite , be lly and  Hanks 
c h e s tn u t b u t w h ite  m  fro n t o f black tad 
fe m a les , m o ltin g  m ales and /uvendes are drab  
and  m o ttle d , under w ings  sh ow  lig h t coba it 
b lue  inner fo re w m g  w ith  a w h ite  band  
separa ting  i t  from  m eta llic  green spectrum
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B U F F L E H E A O

Sm allest N orth  A m e rican  duck Breeding male  
w h ite  w ith  sh in ny  black back, targe w h ite  
pa tch  on head agam st green and purp le  
g lossed  black fo rehead  and  n a p e  fe m a le  
dark ove ra ll w ith  pale breast, b lackish head  
w dh  w h ite  ova ! be low  and beh ind  eye
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SCAUP

M ed ium  su e d  duck M ale  <s w h ite  b i ow and  
lig h t w ith  w avy  g ray lines above, head, b reast 
and tad are black w ith  green sheen on head, 
long  w h ite  w ing  s tripe  Female  <s du ll b ro w n  
w dh  w h ite  fac ia l pa tch  enc irc ling  base o f b ill

Qo*i* r o f  i  f r 0T* 1

o ffe r  a tm y oasis to  m any o f them . 
Don found  it e nco u rag in g  to  learn tha t 
the re  w e re  so lu tio n s  to  p rob lem s 
w h ic h  fit w ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f all 
liv in g  th ing s

O ccas ion a lly , a rare v is ito r w o u ld  find  
its w a y  to  the ponds and b ring  rise to  
an am us ing  co m m e n t in the  co u n t 
log Th is w as D o n ’ s w a y  o f su b tly  
f la u n tin g . No one w as less apt to  
f la u n t than  Don. bu t fie cou ld  no t 
res is t a tm y  jab n o w  and then.
H av ing  seen the  ducks  advance  over 
the years in bo th  k ind  and num bers , it 
appeared tha t m ost loca l duck species 
w e re , indeed , re cep tive  to  the 
tre a tm e n t ponds Bill Canessa 
continues the  co u n ts  today . W ith  the 
o rig ina l q ue s tion  o f the  b irds ' 
recep tive ness  to  the ponds n o w  
answ ered , the c o u n ts  co n tin u e  for a 
v a r ie ty  o f reasons. The users o f the  
da ta  s till find  it u se fu l and
c o n s is te n c y  is an im p o rta n t aspect o f 
any long te rm  da ta  set. Aside from  
tf ia t,  I 'm  ce rta in  the  Bill w o u ld  
co n te n d  th a t the ponds are s im p ly  a 
w o n d e rfu l p lace to  be, and the ducks
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have becom e w e lco m e  and fam ilia r 
fr iends  to  h im .

O ther co m m o n  v is ito rs  to  th e  ponds 
are the  M a lla rd , W igeon , Teal (Green 
W ing , Blue W in g  and C innam on ), • 
A m erican  C o o t, G o ldeneye, Ruddy 
D uck, C o m m on  M erganser, Canada 
G oose and T undra  S w an.

R ecen tly , th e  Donald  E. T hom pson  
M em oria l V ie w in g  P la tfo rm  w as 
e rec ted  on the  n o rth w e s t co rne r o f 
the  sew er tre a tm e n t ponds, n o w  the 
T ho m pso n  M arsh . C ity  s ta ff and 
c o u n c il w ish e d  to  d e m o n s tra te  the ir 
a p p re c ia tio n  for D o n 's  m onum en ta l 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  C annon Beach, it 
res ide n ts  and the m ig ra to ry  w a te r 
fo w l. Those presen t at its  
c o m p le tio n , in c lu d in g  D o n 's  w ife  
V io le t, fe lt c o m fo rta b le  th a t Don 
w o u ld  app ro ve  fu lly  o f the  des ign  and 
c o n c e p t. W e took no te , h o w e ve r, 
th a t fie  m ig h t have taken  e x c e p tio n  to 
our no t fin d in g  som e in c id e n ta l use 
for the  tm y lum ber scraps c rea ted  by 
the  p la tfo rm  c o n s tru c tio n . As w e  
c lim b ed  the  fre s fily  co m p le te d  steps 
to  the  v ie w in g  area to  d rink  a toas t 
w ith  som e o f D o n 's  hom e m ade beer, 
Cedar W a x w m g s  buzzed our fie .ids  
W e w e re  lo o k in g  o u t at the  end 
p ro d u c t o f D o n 's  c u r io s ity  and 
p e rs is ten ce , fee ling  perhaps the  same 
a ttra c t io n  and em brace  as th a t sensed 
by a pass ing  b u ffle h e a d .

Run Logan
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