
In Wildness is the 
Preservation of the World
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Don T hom pson  loved  ducks . He w as 
a lw a y s  m odest abou t his kn o w le d g e  
o f the b irds bu t he lite ra lly  kn e w  them  
inside and o u t. Friends w h o  hun ted  
ducks  w o u ld  o fte n  b ring  them  to  him . 
The e v isce ra tio n , p repa ra tion , and 
p re se n ta tio n  o f duck  fo r d inne r w as 
p e rfo rm ed  w ith  g rea t care and 
p ro to c o l. Don abhorred  w a s te . 
N o th in g  th a t cam e in to  his possess ion  
w as w a s te d . The feet w e re  fed to 
the  gu lls , fish ing  flies w e re  m ade w ith  
the  fea the rs , and the  ca rcass w o u ld  
in va ria b ly  find  its  w a y  in to  som e 
d e lec tab le  soup or s te w  These 
re c o lle c tio n s  are b ro u g h t abou t 
p rim a rily  by m y fondness for D o n 's  
co o k in g  bu t are no t the m ost m arked 
reasons fo r D o n 's  ex te n s ive  
in vo lve m e n t w ith  ducks .

Som e years ago, Don sat on the 
sew er board o f the  c ity  o f C annon 
Beach. Because o f n e w  regu la tions  
d ic ta te d  by the  s ta te 's  D e pa rtm en t o f 
E n v ironm en ta l Q ua lity , the  c ity  w as 
requ ired  to  m o d ify  its sew er tre a tm e n t 
sys te m  An eng ineer w as h ired to  
d e ve lo p  a plan for the c ity  and 
e ve n tu a lly  d ra fte d  a repo rt sugg es ting  
a c o n fig u ra tio n  th a t w as ty p ic a l o f 
m un ic ip a l sew er sys tem s. Pum ps, 
s team ing  tren ches , chem ica ls  and a 
hodgepodge  o f m echan ica l dev ices 
w e re  o u tlin e d  Th is p rospe c t w as 
d isco u ra g in g  to  Don. H e and his w ife  
V io le t dec ided  to  trave l to  H o lland to  
research  a new , litt le  used sys tem  o f 
w a s te  w a te r tre a tm e n t. The resu lts  
o f the ir fin d in g s  and e ffo r t  can be 
found  ju s t east o f d o w n  to w n  C annon 
Beach at the Thom pson  M arsh . The 
sys tem  uses a na tu ra l fou r pond 
s e ttlin g  p rocess th a t is tru ly  safe and 
e ffe c tiv e . It has s ince  been used 
repea ted ly  as a m ode l for o the r 
c o m m u n itie s .

Don w as o fte n  able to  speak w ith  
re levance  on ju s t abou t any sub jec t 
you  m ig h t care to  th ro w  at h im  If 
ever he w a s  s tum ped  by a que s tion  or 
c u rio u s  at a p ro sp e c t, he w o u ld  
fo llo w  up w ith  the  acu teness  o f a 
p ro se cu tin g  a tto rn e y  and repo rt back 
w ith  fu ll d e ta il, o fte n  in c lud ing  
a rtic le s , d iag ram s or guest speakers.
I be lieve  th a t the que s tion  o f h o w  
w a te r fo w l w o u ld  react to  these n e w  
ponds w as ra ised in D o n ’ s o w n  m ind. 
He w o n d e re d  if ducks  and sea b irds

w o u ld  be recep tive  to  these  th ings 
O nly tim e  and e va lu a tio n  w o u ld  tell 
There w e re  fe w  m ode ls , e xp e rt 
op in io n  or s c ie n tific  papers w r it te n  on 
the  sub je c t. He w o u ld  have to  do his 
o w n  research  And so Don, w ith  the 
he lp  o f Bill Canessa, ano the r lover o f 
d u cks , began to  e va lu a te  th is  
q u e s tio n . Once each w eek since 
A u g u s t o f 1988, the  tw o  co u n te d  
d u cks  on the tre a tm e n t ponds and 
com p iled  the da ta .

C on ta ined  here is the  c o u n t da ta , in 
line graph  fo rm , for five  o f the  m ore 
p reva len t species th a t v sit the  ponds. 
N o rthe rn  S hove le r, G rea ter Scaup, 
W ood  D uck, P in ta il and B u fflehead  
appear in the  g rea tes t num be rs  but 
the re  are m any o th e r species, 
in c lu d in g  b o th  ducks  and sea b irds, 
th a t are inc luded  in the  c o u n t data 
W ith  cu rio s itie s  n o w  sa tis fie d , Don 
and Bill agreed th a t the  c o u n ts  w ere  
s ig n if ic a n t and th o u g h t tha t o the r 
pa rties , m ore c lo se ly  in vo lve d  w ith  
th is  type  o f d .ita , m ig h t be in te res ted . 
A nnua l c o u n ts  are d is tr ib u te d  to  the 
O regon D epa rtm en t o f Fish and 
W ild life , D iv is ion  o f S ta te  la n d s , 
W a sh in g to n  D epa rtm en t o f Eco logy 
and U.S. Fish and W ild life  Serv ice. 
These agencies all use the  da ta  for a 
va r ie ty  o f reasons They find  it 
p a rticu la rly  use fu l because there  are 
fe w  coas ta l fresh w a te r ho ld ing  areas 
b e tw e en  the  C la tsop  Plains and 
N ehalem  V a lley  Fresh w a te r m arshes 
are p laces w e re  w a te r cove rs  the land 
s h a llo w ly  in lakes or qu ie t beds and 
rive rs . Perim eter ve g e ta tio n  th rive s  in 
the  fo rm  o f c a tta ils , reeds, sedges 
and bu lrushes  W hen  the ponds w e re  
co m p le te d , Don and V io le t sold tw o  
ce m e te ry  p lo ts  they  had pu rchased  
years ago in S ea ttle  W ith  the  
p roceeds, th e y  b ou gh t irises and 
m arsh g rasses to  p lan t a long the 
param ete r o f the ponds. The tw o  
labored  long  p lac ing  the p lan ts  m the 
m ost ideal lo ca tio n s  th ro u g h o u t the 
m arsh . M any  o f these p lan ts  th rive  
the re  to d a y . S w am ps are m arshes 
w ith  tree  g ro w th . The area d ire c tly  
n o rth  o f the  Thom pson  M arsh is a 
sw a m p . This is w h a t m ost o f C annon 
Beach w as com prised  o f 150  years 
ago.

U pon g raph ing  the da ta , Don and Bill 
w e re  in tr ig u e d  by the  ch ro n o lo g ic a l 
p rec is ion  w ith  w h ic h  th e  species 
re tu rn  to  and leave the ponds. The ir 
m ig ra to ry  schedu les  are e tched  in 
s tone . Those th a t breed the re  do  so 
in the sam e prec ise  order a n d  t im in g  
each year I h e  ponds o f fe r  th e m  the 
e n v iro n m e n ta l c o n s is te n c y  th a t the ir 
p roc ise  c h a ra c te r is tic s  requ ire . Each 
year the  b ird ’ s pa th  le a d s  them  over 
an ever ch a n g in g  landscape  The 
changes are usua lly  not c o n d u c ive  to 
the ir genera l w e ll be ing  bu t the  ponds

BASEBALL
H\ uip matched Ihe beloced ( ubs 

blom another one. u»e mere 
reminded of mhg me ore I ubbie 
fans Our National I eague 
Neighbors Io Ihe North polled off a 
triple ping. Hod me found our seines 
celebrating the game and its 
exetution rather than being 
tonterned about the mundain 
m atter of mho is minning or losing 
If minning is the only thing gou 
r ore about gou shouldn t be 0 I ubs 
fan. fo paraphrase Shakespeare.
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A 4 ecial event is -:-ming ’x» this 
region iti September ’MiTAEUYE 
jYAw.N (Lakota for Ae Are All 
Related") »/ill be a two days of
ultural events to celebrate the 

United Nations Year A Indigenous 
People;. sponsored by the Oregon 
Loast Support Gr oup We will hold 
this event Satur lay and Sunday. 
Sept I cth fit I «.at the Lannon Bed h
hamber of Commerce, the Cannon 

Bea.h Arts Ass-xiation Sallery and
ther venues in the area This 

event will be a presentation ano 
shanny of Native American and 
other In ngeiiou People s Art.
MUol- u-dTiCe 11 ddltloUd« ro v -ls ,
Hist, ry and present day usues

The ’»rev.-n vast Support Gr >up 
(and The Upper Left Edge) ask for 
your help with this event

If you .an donate a prize 01 a gift 
certificate for th*- raffle i .-«.-d 
housing m the Cannon Beach Area 
transportati from Portland and 
back, cash, te»eph «lie w-jrk, etc et. 
please contact the Greg -n -ast 
Support Sroup at -» Vo-SnS or

1ob-Or,2~ or the Edge at 1 sc- 
2 a 15 The city of Cannon Beach is 
participating by funding a portion of 
this event

We need to know of v >ur interest
and ammitment - -n. and we hvpe 
that you and your friends will 
attend tins very special event

Sin- erly,
Donna Osborne
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